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COVER
Most of Florida’s 1891 legislative session was consumed by the U.S. senatorial election in which Wilkinson Call was seeking a third term. When it appeared likely that
he would prevail, 17 anti-Call senators left town, hoping to prevent a quorum and
thus a valid vote. When the sergeant-at-arms failed to find them, the Florida TimesUnion reported that they had gone to Georgia to escape his jurisdiction. In the same
article the newspaper dubbed the absent senators “The Babes in the Woods.” Shown
here are 15 of the 17 absent senators who have since been known by that appellation. Photograph courtesy of Florida State Archives.
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Company Towns and Social Transformation in the
North Florida Timber Industry, 1880-1930
by JEFFREY A. DROBNEY

T

history of industry and labor in the Post-Civil War South for
many historians is a story of coal mining and textile manufacturing. Both industries have generated hundreds of historical
monographs and represent a very visible part of Southern labor
history, when the South’s largest industry, lumbering, has been virtually ignored. Historian Edward Ayers has reminded us, however,
that the lumber industry “captures the full scope of economic
change in the New South, its limitations as well as its impact.“1 A
few monographs, such as Nollie Hickman’s study of Mississippi and
Robert Maxwell and Robert Baker, and Ruth Allen’s work on East
Texas, have examined the lumber industry in the South, but for the
most part historians have neglected the industry in the region. This
is especially true for Florida despite its extraordinary impact on the
state and the South.
The history of lumbering in Florida reaches far back in time to
the small water-powered sawmills operated in Spanish Florida, and
stretches forward to the paper and pulp mills of the present day.
No period captures the imagination more than the heyday of Florida’s lumbering boom between 1880 and 1930. During this period,
thousands of loggers toiled in the piney woods and cypress swamps
of the state on any given day to supply the hundreds of mills with
raw logs for finished lumber. By 1930, lumbermen had virtually
razed the virgin forest, the same dense growth which originally covered an estimated twenty-seven million acres. After only a few decades of frenzied cutting, it was estimated that only six million
acres of virgin forest remained.
A significant part of the history of the South’s lumber industry
between 1880 and 1930 is the displacement of agrarian people, beginning with men and young boys who turned to seasonal work for
modest wages, and culminating in families leaving the farm altoHE

Jeffrey Drobney is assistant professor of history at Youngstown State University.
1. Edward Ayers, The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction (New York,
1992), 123.

[121]
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gether and moving into the company town. Workers who alternated between the family farm and seasonal work in sawmills or
logging camps, gradually disappeared over the late 19th and early
20th centuries, replaced by men who became totally dependent
upon the industry for their survival. This process, the move from
family farm to company town, took place in steps, over two or three
generations. 2
This article is about the lives of the men and women who lived
in the lumber towns of North Florida between 1900 and 1940. It focuses on the use of “paternalistic” devices, such as company-controlled housing and company stores, by lumbermen in their efforts
to create a stable and loyal workforce.
In addition, it shows that the culture that developed in company towns reflected a merging of both company and worker ideas
and attitudes. Despite the sometimes negative and controlling
mechanisms of paternalism, this article challenges the traditional
perception of company towns. Oral histories conducted with
former residents sometimes differ sharply with standard portraits
of company towns. Lumber workers accepted paternalism as part
of their working environment and used it to their advantage to better their lives.
The development of large sawmill towns in North Florida began after 1900 with the movement of large lumber corporations
into the state. The company town in North Florida was not born
out of any desire to control the lives of the workers, although this
did come to play a role in the industry. Rather, the company town
was created out of the necessity of locating workers near the timber
because it was much more economical to transport finished lumber to retailers than to haul logs great distances to a mill. Since the
mills were generally located far from any population centers, the
company had to provide housing, schools, and recreational facilities for its employees.
In addition to being a center of lumber production, company
towns represented an important solution to the persistent difficulties of securing a stable work force. Mill owners actively worked to
develop a permanent core of working families. Managerial policies

2. Jacqueline Jones, The Dispossessed: America’s Underclasses from the Civil War to the
Present (New York, 1992), 158.
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were aimed at attracting such families and fostering their loyalty to
the company. These policies involved employee provisions that
were not part of the basic wages-for-labor contract. Company officials also encouraged a flourishing company culture that included,
among other things, baseball teams.
Such corporate practices composed what is usually referred to
as corporate paternalism, or welfare capitalism. In his study of
Southern Appalachian coal towns, Crandall A. Shifflett referred to
paternalism as “contentment sociology.”3 The term corporate paternalism means official company policies which provided nonwage benefits to workers to help create a distinctive corporate culture and regulate the living environment of the employees and
their families. Such policies existed not only in North Florida lumber towns, but also in coal and textile villages throughout the
South. Corporate paternalism rarely existed in North Florida in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, but emerged as a definite response to labor market trends of the first two decades of the 20th
century.
Celebrated portraits of company towns are universally disapproving, as anyone familiar with the scholarly treatment of them
will attest. The towns have been depicted in government studies,
newspapers, novels, and scholarly studies as filthy, crowded, exploitative environments. What is surprising is that through the
course of researching this article, the oral histories and testimonies
of former residents of North Florida sawmill towns challenge this
popular image.
Many scholars and journalists writing in the early 20th century
about coal, lumber, and textile company towns routinely gauged
the quality of life in the communities against urban, middle-class
standards of housing, sanitation, and leisure. Consequently, company towns infrequently measured up to the “national” standard.
Modern day scholars studying the company town have underscored the seemingly total authority of the company while neglecting the efforts of workers to shape their own lives and destinies. In
addition, much of their interest has focused on the most suffocat-

3. Crandall A. Shifflett, Coal Towns: Life, Work, and Culture in Company Towns of
Southern Appalachia, 1880-1960 (Knoxville, 1991), 54.
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ing aspects of the company town, especially the scrip system, the
company store, and the company house.
It is not necessary, or even realistic, to deny that paternalism
did create certain forms of oppression in the company town. There
are plenty of examples to document the oppressive scrip system,
antilabor practices, and the disregard for worker safety. However, it
is also unrealistic to disregard the positive recollections of life and
work in a company town. There is abundant evidence to support
the argument that many residents of North Florida lumber towns
accepted company paternalism as something in their best interest.
Consequently, the typical picture of a company town does not apply to North Florida. Rather, what emerges is a culture, defined by
work and leisure, that was shaped by both parties, instead of just
the company. Mill workers and their families accepted the benefits
of paternalism, without compromising their independence entirely. Despite company control over education, religion, and even
leisure, town residents maintained some control over their lives by
resisting and circumventing company paternalism when it became
too restrictive.
Sawmill company towns in North Florida varied in appearance
and size. The largest towns contained several thousand residents
and most often were named after or in honor of the founder,
owner, or general manager of the company building the town.
The ethnic background of the towns was remarkably homogeneous. Except for the black population, the inhabitants were overwhelmingly Anglo-Saxon, native-born, southern, white, and
Protestant. The majority of workers were from Florida, although
substantial numbers were from Georgia, Alabama, or South Carolina. In these characteristics the people of the sawmill towns did
not differ substantially from other residents of the piney woods.
Each community had a social dynamic all its own, one not easily
dismissed by the sweeping generic term of “company town.” However, the unifying element for every town was that life was dominated by the company. The company town was not only the site of
one’s work, the source of one’s income, and the location of one’s
residence; it also provided an introduction to organized community life and for many it was a setting in which new attitudes and values emerged.
Typical company towns in North Florida included Foley, Shamrock, and Bagdad. These communities were permanent in nature,
unlike the community of Lukens and other semi-permanent saw-
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Aerial view of Lacoochee, a company town of the Cummer Lumber Company near
Dade City in Pasco County as it appeared in 1939. Photograph courtesy of Florida State
Archives.

mill camps. The community of Foley, Florida, was located approximately five miles south of Perry, Florida, in Taylor County. When
the town was built in 1928 it was named after Jeremiah (Jerry) S.
Foley. After serving as general manager of the Brooks-Scanlon operation in Kentwood, Louisiana, Foley moved with the company to
Eastpoint, Florida, as vice-president and general manager and later
to Foley in the same capacity. In 1930, he succeeded Mr. Scanlon as
president of Brooks-Scanlon Corporation in Foley, a position he
held until his death in 1945.4 Foley, like other company towns in
Florida, was a permanent, self contained, company-dominated setting with a population of over 1,300 people. Many of the inhabitants and workers in Foley had followed the Brooks-Scanlon
Company from Minnesota to Louisiana and then to Florida when
the company moved their operations to Eastport. From the town of

4. Brooks-Scanlon Company Records, Forest History Society, Durham, North
Carolina (hereinafter FHS); In Memoriam, Brooks-Scanlon News, August 1946.
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Foley, it was possible to see the smokestacks of the sprawling sawmill that provided work to its residents and to smell the lingering
aroma of pine that was used to fuel the boilers.
The town of Eastpoint, Florida, served as a pattern when
Brooks-Scanlon designed the layout of Foley. The streets, which
were unimproved and largely sand, were given the names of different species of trees. Employee houses ranged in size from four to
seven rooms with the larger homes being built for company executives. Most homes were constructed of either pine or cypress, had a
front and rear porch, and were generally painted and well constructed. The homes in Foley were equipped with plumbing, electricity, and screens to help keep out the mosquitoes. Some of the
houses were moved from the nearby logging camp at Carbur, but
many more were constructed by the company under the direction
of Arndt Larsen. Rent was approximately ten dollars a month for a
four-room house and 17 dollars a month for a five-room house,
with water and electricity provided. Rent for homes of black workers was $2.50 per week for a four-room house.5 Residents tried to
make their company houses into homes. Most people spruced up
their yards by planting grass or rye and small gardens and installing
fences. Sewer and water lines were installed and electricity for the
community was produced from the company’s own mill turbines.
Forty miles south of Foley, the Putnam Lumber Company built
the company town of Shamrock in Dixie County in 1928. Shamrock was named in honor of William O’Brien, who was of Irish descent and president of the Putnam Lumber Company, by Marc
Fleishel. Fleishel was vice president and operations manager of
Putnam, and became president of the corporation when O’Brien
died in 1925.
Shamrock had a population of over 2,600 people, of which
blacks constituted 67 percent. Men accounted for approximately

5. Rent for company houses owned by the Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company of
Century, Florida, ranged from a low of $4.00 a month to a high of $12.00. Workers were also charged for electricity which ranged from $1.00 to $1.50 a month.
Rent Book, 1920-1927, Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company Records, John C. Pace
Library, Special Collections, University of West Florida, Pensacola, Florida
(hereinafter UWFJCPL). In 1902, the Southern States Lumber Company
charged employees $5.00 per month for rent; Louise Childers, “Foley— Its
Beginnings,” Fiberscope 4 (June 1974): 1-8.
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55 percent of the population. Consequently, Shamrock was the
largest of the company towns in Florida.
Company-built houses for white employees were equipped
with garages, screened porches, indoor plumbing, and electricity.
The streets of Shamrock were paved with shell rock which was excavated from the millpond. In addition to company housing, Putnam built a theater, dairy, ice house, gas station, commissary and
two hotels to house single men or employees with families who
were unable to secure company housing. Across from the mill and
main commissary was the most elegant building in Shamrock, the
Putnam Lodge. The lodge was built to offer accommodations for
Florida’s ever increasing tourist traffic. The interior of the lodge
was finished with pecky cypress. There were 36 rooms with private
or connecting baths.
The community of Bagdad, Florida, had a long history as a
lumbering community. It developed as a lumber town between
1840 and 1939. Located at the confluence of Pond Creek and the
Blackwater River in Santa Rosa County, Bagdad was a major center
for the manufacture of yellow pine lumber for most of the 19th and
early 20th centuries. The first mill at Bagdad was built in the 1840s
and the town was subsequently home to several lumber companies.
Bagdad was somewhat atypical of the traditional North Florida
company town because of its more varied and older architectural
structures. Much of the “company town” development of Bagdad
occurred between 1903 and 1939. In 1903 a syndicate of Chicago
businessmen purchased the Simpson and Company mill of
Bagdad, renaming it the Stearns and Culver Lumber Company.7
Subsequently, the Stearns and Culver Lumber Company changed
its name twice, as the Chicago syndicate changed ownership, to the
Bagdad Lumber Company, and then in 1912, to the Bagdad Land
and Lumber Company. The new management began an aggressive
modernization program and new houses were built for superintendents and workers, who numbered nearly 1,000 by 1910. By 1930,
Bagdad’s population of 1,186 residents was equally divided along
gender lines, but was overwhelmingly white. Whites accounted for
75 percent of the population.

6. Fifteenth Census of the United States, Population.
7. American Lumbermen: The Personal History and Public and Business Achievements of
One Hundred Eminent Lumbermen of the United States (Chicago, 1906).
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R. G. Granger’s sawmill and company housing shown here were located at Slocum in
northern Columbia County. Less permanent than Bagdad, Foley, Shamrock, and Lacoochee, it lasted a few years until the timber was cut out. Both company and workers then moved on to other locations. Photograph courtesy of Florida State Archives.
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Homes in the white section of the community had varied architectural styles. Colonial Revival, Greek Revival, Shingle, Gothic,
and Bungalow style homes all could be found. Most of these larger
homes were either privately owned— or if they were owned by the
company— reserved for company managers. Home ownership was
rare in company towns. In Bagdad, however, because of the long
history of the community, residents not associated with the mill
owned homes. The majority of employee houses were three-room
“shotgun” style structures. Typically, they were one story in height
with unpainted wood siding. Most of them had front porches and
rather spartan exteriors. The homes for black workers were similar
in structure to those of white workers, but most of them were unpainted and fell into disrepair from neglect. The streets of Bagdad
were unpaved, but according to community residents, were kept
fairly clean of debris by company employees. The majority of company homes set aside for mill management had water toilets with
individual cesspools. The houses for workers, both black and white,
however, had “deep pitted” outhouses which were cared for by a
company employee. Homes for whites had running water but black
workers had to share water pumps for three or four houses. Electricity for the community was supplied by the Bagdad Land and
Lumber Company. The company charged residents a flat rate
rather than per kilowatt hour.
Besides company housing, companies offered a variety of nonwage benefits to their employees. Such benefits were instituted to
secure and maintain a stable work force. Paternalistic programs included schools, churches, and recreational facilities. Despite the
seemingly dominant company control over the lives of their mill
workers, the sawmill culture that evolved within each community
through these facilities was not one sided. In fact, it was a combination of company paternalism, the demands of mill labor, and the
values brought to the community by its residents.
Educational facilities for workers were a critical element of welfare capitalism. Southern industrialists, whether they were involved
in coal, textiles, or lumber, often pointed to company schools as evidence of their dedication both to the enrichment of the town and
to the uplift of workers. The educational opportunities in the company towns were similar to those found in other North Florida
communities. Schools were in session for eight to nine months and
most teachers working in schools for whites had high school diplomas and college training. Black teachers, however, had little formal
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educational instruction. The company played a large part in all
phases of education. It owned the buildings and the land on which
the school stood, and in some cases paid the teachers.
In Shamrock the Putnam Lumber Company built a fully accredited high school which was home to 18 teachers and 600 pupils. The facility was a two-story brick building that provided
modern educational opportunities for children of company employees. In Foley, there was a junior high school but older students
went to the local high school at Perry. In the last years of the 19th
century Simpson & Company built a two-story wooden school
building in Bagdad. The school burned in 1914 and was replaced
by a one-story brick structure with class rooms, an office, library,
and an auditorium seating approximately 400 people. Schools also
served as community centers and meeting halls. Schools organized
athletic teams, and debate teams, as well as community support
groups, such as the Parent Teachers Association.
The school was only one of the many tools company officials
used to create a company culture in which working families could
take pride and to which they would feel a sense of loyalty. The company church was a product of the same forces that gave rise to the
schools— a desire to recruit and retain a stable workforce. Most of
the mill owners also took an active role in the spiritual life of company employees. Mill owners encouraged church attendance, piety,
and sobriety among their workers. To support such behavior they
provided church buildings, made donations to pastors’ salaries,
and in some cases provided substantial monetary contributions to
local congregations. Public records show that the Brooks-Scanlon
company of Foley deeded parcels of land to various churches, including the Baptists, Methodists, and the Church of Christ, in the
area of Foley and surrounding communities. Company officials
regulated the use of donated land by restricting its use as a place
for “divine worship.” If at anytime the land was used for any other
purpose, such as union organization, ownership of the land reverted back to Brooks-Scanlon. The company was careful to exclude any standing timber on donated land by retaining the right
to enter and remove any trees.8

8. Incorporation Record Book A, 102; Incorporation Record Book A, 137; Incorporation Deed Record Book 11, 535; Deed Record Book 22, 245-246, Taylor
County Court House, Perry, Florida.
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Although mills might run seven days a week during peak periods of production, most workers did not work on the Sabbath. Not
everyone attended church, however. For example, of Bagdad’s
1185 residents in 1930, only 697 or 59 percent were registered
members of a church and even fewer were regular attendees. The
average attendance for the Methodist church, which had a membership of 81 was 25 or 31 percent, while the Church of Christ,
which had 100 members, had an average attendance of 55 worshipers. The Baptist church had the relatively high attendance rate of
69 percent, or on average 120 of 174 members would be at the Sunday service.9 It seems that mostly women and children attended
church services, especially Sunday school. After a long week of
work many men chose to hunt, fish, or just relax around the house.
In addition, the number and variety of leisure activities kept the
church pews empty. Churches lost out to baseball games, hunting
trips, and other informal gatherings.
In most company towns mill management provided community churches that were used in turn by the principal denominations. In Foley, the black Baptists shared the same building with the
Methodists by alternating every other Sunday. Most of the churches
had few amenities, with no offices, space for Sunday schools, or
baptismal pools. Consequently, log ponds often were used for baptisms. Few churches had full time ministers and even fewer had parsonages. To increase their visibility in the community, many lumber
companies required company-paid preachers to participate in nonreligious activities such as refereeing baseball games, acting as
scout masters, or chaperoning dances for local young people.
Community residents had access to a rich and varied spiritual
life nonetheless. Church services were held every Sunday and
weekly prayer meetings were usually held on Wednesday evenings.
Residents could choose from a variety of denominations, including
Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Church of Christ, Assembly of
God, Holiness, and Catholic.
Sawmill workers and their families participated in an extended
social life and perhaps in more than any other domain of their
lives, lumber workers at rest and play were able to build their own
world. This world of leisure and recreation reflected a carefully balanced line connecting the acceptance of new forms of company
9. Florence L. Carter, “A Study of The Bagdad Community,” Santa Rosa County
Papers, UWFJCPL, 23.
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supported activities, while maintaining a closeness to more traditional rural and agrarian forms of entertainment. Recreational facilities varied from community to community, but some forms of
leisure were common to all. Visiting neighbors to exchange news
or gossip was commonplace. On weekday evenings, most adults visited their neighbors after supper for some porch sitting, card playing, and story swapping. Dan Leach, a longtime resident of
Century, Florida, built by the Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company, recalled “front porches were important. The porches of houses all
over town provided a platform for community socialization. During
the era prior to the advent of air conditioning, residents would find
relief from the sodden summer heat sitting in the late afternoons
and early evenings on chairs, rockers, and porch swings chatting
with passing friends and neighbors and fanning to cool themselves
and discourage mosquitoes.“10 Visiting also took place outside the
home in a variety of settings and circumstances. Church socials
such as Vacation Bible School, church suppers, or the occasional
tent revival, company picnics, baseball games, movie theaters, weddings, funerals, and baptisms, offered community residents an opportunity to exchange recipes, tell jokes, or just exchange news
about their families. Adding to a town’s social life was the periodic
touring carnival, circus, or minstrel show that would pitch a tent or
build a stage in a nearby vacant lot or field. Thelma Garrett Wadkins recalled “recreation included socials with games around a bon
fire, attending basketball and baseball games, swimming in the Escambia Creek, and visiting the Louisville and Nashville depot on
Sunday afternoons to watch the passengers on the trams as they arrived or changed trains.“11
For company towns located near water, swimming on hot summer days was a favorite pastime. Streams, rivers and lakes offered
community residents relief from the summer heat. Sometimes, residents of Bagdad ventured to Blackwater Bay which had platforms
and diving boards for use. Men, and sometimes women, found relaxation in hunting and fishing. With its forests and numerous rivers and streams, not to mention the Gulf of Mexico, North Florida
offered many opportunities for the sportsman.

10. Dan Leach, “Century: A Reminiscence,”in A Sawmill Scrapbook (Century, Florida: Alger-Sullivan Historical Society, 1991).
11. Thelma Garrett Wadkins, “Life Was Simple,” in A Sawmill Scrapbook.
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Although conventional forms of leisure dominated, some town
residents involved themselves in what were essentially “middleclass” activities. In a few towns reading and singing clubs were organized and flourished for many years. In Milton, a sawmill community located near Bagdad, Chautauqua Circle meetings began
in 1911. Two years later the name of the organization was changed
to the Milton Shakespeare Club. Comprised of local women, the
Shakespeare Club met every other Tuesday. Programs included discussions on music, drama, national affairs, women of the world, international news, and current books. The motto of the club was
“literary study, community service and mutual helpfulness.” The
women participated in community service projects ranging from
providing money for scholarships to donating money to the West
Florida Children’s Home.12 In Foley, wives of company executives
and mill managers organized the Foley Women’s Missionary Society to provide assistance to the ill, aged, and underprivileged.
Many people spent their weekends engaged in what were, in effect, company-sponsored activities. Special holiday occasions were
a small but influential aspect in a company’s attempt to create a
corporate culture. Picnics, company-sponsored baseball teams, and
company-built facilities were the backdrop for many social gatherings. In Foley the annual flower shows were held at the Garden
Club built by the company. The building was a gift to the Lantana
Garden Club of Foley from the Brooks-Scanlon Corporation for its
efforts in “making Foley the most beautiful saw mill community in
the country.“13 The company also built a movie theater for community residents.
Companies often sponsored picnics on holidays. Such activities were usually fairly elaborate affairs attended by the majority of
the workers and their families because the mill was usually shut
down for the entire day. Every Fourth of July the Bagdad Land and
Lumber Company sponsored a company picnic and barbecue.
Workers and their families boarded company owned railroad cars
for an excursion trip to the picnic site some 45 miles north of
Bagdad. On Thanksgiving and Christmas employees were given the
day off to spend time with their families. In addition, on Christmas,

12. For a more complete history of the Milton Shakespeare Club see the Santa Rosa
County Papers, UWFJCPL.
13. Brooks-Scanlon News (June 1938), Brooks-Scanlon Company Records, FHS.
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lumber companies usually provided children of employees with
small gifts or red stockings filled with nuts, candy, and fruit.
Company newsletters were an important part of community
spirit. The Brooks-Scanlon company newsletter kept workers and
residents alike abreast of the news that affected their community.
In addition to other material, the newsletter highlighted a certain
worker each month, commented on production statistics, and provided a list of visitors to the plant.
The pride of many of the company towns was its baseball team.
The team was often the most visible symbol of company culture.
During the 1920s baseball truly gained its position as a sport of the
masses. Every spring, the team manager would post a notice calling
for all interested males 18 years and older to try out for the team.
Game days were the center of community attention and crowds
numbering in the hundreds packed company stadiums. The companies contributed in various ways towards the maintenance of the
ball team. In most situations the company provided uniforms and
equipment, and paid other costs connected with the game. The Foley Red Caps were the official representatives of Brooks-Scanlon on
the diamond. The Red Caps, composed of workers and their sons,
played highly competitive ball with teams from nearby communities. Brooks-Scanlon provided a field and grandstands. The Bagdad
Land & Lumber Company also sponsored a baseball team composed of workers and the occasional non-worker placed on the
team because of his baseball prowess. There is ample evidence to
suggest that some companies frequently hired men solely for their
ability to play baseball.14 The Bagdad team played other teams from
the nearby towns of Milton and Pensacola. Occasionally players
from the small time teams made it to the major leagues. Ed Morris,
who played on the Bagdad team in the early 20th century, played
for the Chicago Cubs and the Boston Red Sox.
By the 1930s companies were also sponsoring softball teams.
The Brooks-Scanlon sponsored team was described by the BrooksScanlon News as a combination of Ty Cobb, Rogers Hornsby, and Joe
DiMaggio. According to the paper the players fielded like “Honus

14. Interview with Joe Foley, September 15, 1994. Foley said most workers for the
Brooks-Scanlon team were workers, although it wasn’t uncommon for the team
to bring in a few “ringers.”
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Wagner, throw like Christy Mathewson and run the bases with the
fleetness and abandon of Pepper Martin.“15 Because of the popularity of the team with company workers, regular games were
scheduled under the arc-lights at the stadium in Foley on Saturday
nights.
Organized sport was a product of the transformation of work,
and reflected an increasingly developed industrial society. The
baseball team, with its uniforms sporting the company logo and the
players competing in a company-built stadium, was yet another indicator of how tightly interconnected the company and its employees had become.
Beneath the flare of company picnics and company-sponsored
baseball teams, some less visible, but highly significant, policies
were put into place to enhance the workers’ security. Since many of
the company towns were relatively isolated, the employer made
provisions for medical care where none was available. The company either contracted with a local physician to care for the injured
or sick, or hired one outright. The company doctor was an important person in the sawmill community. He lived in a comfortable,
well-furnished house and was constantly in demand to treat a variety of illnesses and injuries. People with colds, influenza, and pneumonia were common sights in the doctor’s office, as were workers
with smashed fingers, mangled hands, and various amputations.
He practiced in a combined office and clinic that was built by the
company. Black workers frequently turned to black midwives who
helped deliver babies or cared for the sick in the quarters.
Dr. Walter J. Baker, or Doc Baker, as he was called by his patients, is still fondly remembered in Taylor County. Dr. Baker
moved to Carbur, Florida, in 1922 as company doctor for the
Brooks-Scanlon Lumber Company. A January 1944 “personnel portrait” found in the Brooks-Scanlon company newsletter praised
Doc Baker: “whether it’s colicky babies, expectant mothers, workmen with broken arms, hay fever, pneumonia, appendectomies,
hang nails, or boys with boils, ‘Doc’ has a bedside manner that
would be the envy of a lot of Park Avenue medicos.“16 In a 1975 interview Dr. Baker recalled the payment he received for the first

15. Brooks-Scanlon News, August 1938.
16. Brook-Scanlon News, January 1944.
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baby he delivered in Taylor County: “payment was two deer skins
and a ham venison plus the honor of the girl being named after
me. She was named Jo Baker Whiddon and proudly bears the name
today.”17
Out of the practice of hiring company doctors developed the
custom of charging workers a monthly medical fee of one to two
dollars. The medical fee was one of the biggest complaints of lumber workers. Since fees were not voluntary, they were charged
whether workers utilized the services of the company doctor or
not. The fee of one or two dollars represented a substantial part of
a worker’s salary since the medical charge equaled a day’s pay. Most
lumber workers only worked an average of twenty-two or twentythree days each month because of frequent shutdowns.
Companies took paternalism to new heights when they introduced employee life insurance policies. Employees of the BrooksScanlon Corporation were covered by policies from the Provident
Insurance Company of Chattanooga, Tennessee. The company
paid half of the premium and employees paid half. Under each
policy, employees were covered for several hundred dollars in case
of an accident or sickness which resulted in total disability Despite
the mandatory medical fee and premium payment, medical and
life insurance benefits may have helped suppress any desire to
move away from the company town during an era in which workers’ compensation, pension plans, and government welfare programs were unknown to southern workers.
To most residents of a company town, the center of interest
and activity was the commissary or company store. In most communities the company commissary was a large, prosperous operation.
Since the mill hands and their families usually bought all their supplies from the company store, it carried virtually everything, from
grapes to garters, butter to baby shoes, and oranges to overalls. The
interior of the store was clean and spacious. Goods were neatly piled
in shelves or display counters. Groceries were arranged in a separate
section. Depending on the company, the commissary ranged from
providing a real service and convenience to employees, to being
an instrument of employee control that recovered a substantial
part of their wages through price gouging. Recollections from
former residents of Shamrock and Foley are unclear over whether

17. Louise Childers, “Carbur: A Look Back,” Fiberscope 5 (March 1975): 9.
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prices in the company stores were higher or lower than in the surrounding areas. Ellis Crosby of Shamrock believed prices were
equal or slightly less than Cross City merchants. Alton Wentworth
recalled the prices at Carbur to be slightly higher. More exact comparisons of the company store with local merchants are available in
government studies. In one such study conducted by the United
States Department of Labor in 1935, it was found that the aggregate average prices charged by company stores were from 2.1 percent to 10.4 percent higher than those charged by independent
stores.18
In both Foley and Shamrock the company stores were showcases of modern facilities and both were the heart of their respective communities with their long front porches serving as a
meeting place for town residents. The stores were large, well
lighted, and one of the few air-conditioned buildings in either
town. The stores carried a diversified stock of merchandise and the
quality compared favorably with goods found in an independent
store. The commissary housed both a grocery store and a meat
market. In addition, there was a drug store, which served as a local
hangout for teenagers, and a barber shop where the men could
shoot a few games of pool while waiting for a hair cut or just drop
in to visit. The commissary at Bagdad housed the company doctor’s
office, a barber shop, and a drug store.
The company stores were centralized places of communal life
and affiliation. No other place in the company town brought as
many people together in one location. The company store was a
crossroads where people of different classes, races, and genders
came into close contact with one another. Company managers
shopped alongside millworkers, both black and white. Wives of mill
workers met and talked about their children, while their husbands
swapped stories about the big fish that got away, or the breakdown
of a piece of equipment at the mill. For many workers the company
store represented a place of enjoyment, recreation, and lively conversation.
The company store was also an official extension of the company. Lumber towns throughout the South were often closed to
outside businesses, that is, the company reserved all rights to furnish the requisites of life. Cases of North Florida lumber compa18. United States Department of Labor, “Company Stores and the Scrip System,”
Monthly Labor Review 41 (July to December 1935): 51.
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nies actively coercing employees to trade at a company store are
rare. The communities of Foley and Shamrock were near larger
communities with independent stores. Foley was five miles from
Perry and Shamrock was one mile from Cross City. According to
former mill workers, residents of both communities had access to
outside merchants. The community of Bagdad had two privately
owned grocery stores. Mill owners, however, used a form of “extended control” over their employees to dictate where and what
they would buy. The economic status of many employees forced
them to seek credit, and the extension of credit by the employer as
a charge against future wages obligated those employees to patronize the company store. The length of the pay period, and the
length of the period for which wages were withheld, had a bearing
on the employees’ ties to the company store. Some companies paid
employees once a month although most paid twice a month.1g
The key to the operations of many of the company commissaries was the “merchandise check.” It was through the merchandise
check that workers came into contact with the worst the company
had to offer— outrageous prices, a monopoly of food and other essential supplies, and crippling debt. Although North Florida company stores frequently did an annual business in excess of $70,000,
very little of it was in cash. In 1935 the Department of Labor determined that only 8.2 percent of the company stores in the lumber
industry did over 50 percent of their business in cash, 29.1 percent
did between 20.1 percent and 50 percent in cash, 31 percent did
between 10.1 percent and 20 percent in cash, and 31 percent did
less than 10 percent of their business in cash.20 The merchandise
check varied from pseudo coins made of brass, aluminum, or tin alloy, to punchout cards, coupon books, or merchandise books.
Metal tokens, more commonly called babbitts, had the company
name printed on one side, and “good for $1.00 in merchandise” or
“good for [$].50 in merchandise,” stamped on the other side.21
Many companies used hard cardboard merchandise checks issued
in several denominations. Others used punchout cards or merchandise books. The printed side of cardboard punchout cards had “payable on demand in merchandise only” directly above the employee’s
19. Childers, “Foley— Its Beginnings,” 1-8; The Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company of
Century, Florida, paid employees twice a month.
20. “Company Stores and the Scrip System,” 47.
21. Interview with Joe Foley, Naples, Florida, May 21, 1994.
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name. The value of the punchout card was stamped in big, bold
print next to the employee’s name. On the outer edges of the card
numbers totalling the value of the ticket were printed. If the merchandise ticket was valued at $1.00, ten boxes with the number 5,
representing .05 cents, were printed in a row on both the top and
bottom of the ticket. Each box would be “punched” for every .05
cents in merchandise purchased. The Southern States Lumber
Company paid employees in celluloid chips. Known as “chips” or
“lightweights,” they could be traded in for merchandise at the commissary.
Officially, the company issued merchandise checks and babbitts at the request of the worker, but since paydays were infrequent
and irregular, workers regularly had to take pay advances to survive. A number of mills in the state issued coupons at the end of
each day for work performed during that day. By paying in merchandise checks companies were able to avoid paying employees in
cash.
Whether these substitutes for cash were in brass coins or punchout cards, they had the same essential characteristic: they were
good only for merchandise at the company store, or for other payments to the company which denied the workers the freedom of individual choice to buy in the cheapest market.
Payment of wages exclusively in the form of scrip was not common. It was common, however, for a company to pay their employees half in cash and half in merchandise checks. By paying workers
in merchandise checks companies were able to avoid paying employees in cash, which rendered them “cash poor.” Lumber companies avoided redeeming merchandise checks for cash.
Consequently, if the worker needed cash for any purpose he had to
sell his accumulated merchandise checks to a private individual—
other mill workers, local people, or merchants, at a large discount.
In addition, almost every company town had one or two loan
sharks. The practice of discounting scrip for cash by merchants and
other members of the community was widespread, ranging from
being common and the amount considerable, to being incidental
in nature. Employees who did trade babbitts or merchandise
checks for cash did so at a loss of from 15 percent to 40 percent.22
22. “Company Stores and the Scrip System,” 52; Alger-Sullivian Lumber Company to
A. C. Blount Jr., August 23, 1915, Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company Records, Box
1, Folder 9, UWFJCPL.
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Legally, lumber companies were required to “cash in” merchandise checks upon employee request. For full pay, however, one
might have to hold the paper for several weeks. Under Chapter
6914 of the Acts of the Florida Legislature of 1915 companies issuing coupons did not have to redeem them until after ninety days
from the date of issuance. The Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company in
Century issued merchandise checks daily as a time record with
amount due for labor performed. On demand merchandise would
be issued from the company store. The check could be redeemed
in cash 30 days after it was issued only if it was presented by the
payee.23 As company attorneys acknowledged, “it would seem that it
would be difficult for the employee to negotiate them, except at
great sacrifice.“24
One North Florida lumber company issued merchandise
checks for an amount less than that actually due employees. If the
merchandise check was traded at the company store, the employee
was given the full amount due. If the employee sold the merchandise check, however, the company redeemed it for face value. For
example, if the company owed an employee $3.00, the employee
was given a merchandise check for $2.50. If the employee traded at
the company store he received merchandise for the full amount of
$3.00. If the check was redeemed or cashed in, the company would
only redeem it for the amount of $2.50. This type of company control over employees restricted where employees could shop and denied them the opportunity to receive their full earned income in
cash.
The commissary and merchandise check system were effective
in keeping all of the worker’s financial transactions within the company. By 1933, over 40 percent of the annual payroll of Florida lumber companies was recovered through company stores.25 Company
records from the Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company of Century, Florida, reveal the tight hold that lumber companies had over the financial lives of their employees. Commissary records for the
company’s #8 logging camp show that for a six month period from
May 1927 through November 1927 total store sales amounted to
23. For an example of a merchandise check see Stearns and Culver Lumber Company, Beggs and Lane Collection, Box 147, File 1475, UWFJCPL.
24. Blount & Blount & Carter to the Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company, August 16,
1915, Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company Records, Beggs and Lane Collection,
Box 1, Folder 9, UWFJCPL.
25. “Company Stores and the Scrip System,” 48.
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$9,220.30. For this same period coupon sales amounted to
$5,769.35 or 63 percent of total sales, while cash sales amounted to
only $846.87 or nine percent of total sales. For a second six month
period extending from December 1927 to June 1928 total sales in
the company store totaled $12,929.27. Cash sales totaled $709.45
or six percent and coupon sales totaled $7486.15 or 58 percent of
total sales.26
Long intervals between pay days, curtailment of working time,
retention of wages, and paying workers with merchandise checks
all detracted from the workers’freedom of choice and their ability
to purchase food, clothing, and household items at the lowest possible price. The practice of paying employees in merchandise
checks, which deprived workers of cash for long periods of time,
forced many workers into a chronic state of indebtedness to the
company. In addition, the practice of charging all the employee’s
purchases to his wages before he received his pay, tended to make
it impossible for him to get credit outside the company store. Some
workers, consequently, were tangled in a vicious cycle of perpetual
debt to the commissary.
The company towns brought many changes to rural life in
North Florida. Mechanization and routinized work days meant that
men were away from the home ten to twelve hours a day, and
women spent much of their time alone, or in the company of their
children and neighbors. The company town and its commissary
eliminated many of the traditions and customs that tied women to
their older female family members. With the development of the
company store, the wifely duties of household production— the
making of handicrafts, canning and preserving, and large scale gardening— all but disappeared. Patterns of socializing also changed
as a result of the company town. Corn shuckings and molasses boilings gave way to socializing on front porches, baseball fields, garden clubs, saloons, and the occasional hunting or fishing
excursions. These socializing patterns reflected a line tightly drawn
between men’s and women’s worlds in the lumber camps and
towns. Men engaged in certain forms of activity, women in others.
Drinking, gambling, and organized baseball were male activities;
quilting, church socials, and home visits to help care for the sick or
needy were most associated with women. Going to the movies, a

26. Employee Time Book, Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company Records, UWFJCPL.
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family reunion, or company picnic were often family events, but
even at these men and women usually divided— men in one area
and the women in another— to talk about work, their children, the
weather, or just life in general.
The company town system has been denounced as vicious, enslaving, and degrading to both black and white workers and their
families. Looking at it from the outside it is impossible to argue
that the system was not all of these and more as the years and decades passed without any discernible change in the social, economic, or political control of the community. The impact of the
lumber company town was very disruptive on patterns of social organization since it dramatically altered the economic and social status of its inhabitants. On the farm, the worker had been master of
his own fate, the social equal to any man in the community. By coming to the company town, he exchanged his independence for subordination to the lumber company and dependence upon a cash
income. By living in the company town, workers worked in the
company’s mill, took orders from company bosses, were governed
by local politicians hired by the company, and lived in the company’s house from which they could see the mill.
The mill worker’s lack of home ownership also defined his new
position in the social structure of North Florida. The company
owned or leased all of the land in and around the company town
and refused to sell or sublet to individual workers. The worker,
whose family and culture tied him to the region, had no opportunity, therefore, to purchase property or acquire a home. A workman’s temporary relationship to company housing added to the
uncertainty of his status. Tenancy was conditional upon a man’s service in the mill or logging crew, and when a man left the job for
whatever reason, he lost the right to occupy his house as well. A
sudden disagreement with the mill superintendent might end in
dismissal and concurrent loss of shelter for the worker’s family. “Everyone’s life was directly or indirectly dependent on the company.
If you didn’t work or pay the rent you didn’t stay in their houses,”
recalled Carol Snider in 1982 when she spoke about the GroveDowling Lumber Company in Otter Creek.27 Too often the company not only exploited the worker and his family during the years
27. Carol Swaggerty Snider; “Gulf Hammock, The Town,” Search For Yesterday: A History of Levy County, Florida (Bronson, Florida: Levy County Archives Committee,
1982), 15-17.
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of operation but then left them without a future when the mill suddenly closed.
Yet there is more. The negative legacy of company towns cannot be denied; however, at the same time, corporate paternalism
helped to create a system of shared benefits and values. Many mill
owners were genuinely concerned about the well-being of their
employees. Despite the inequities of the merchandise check system, the low wages, and poor housing, the sawmill workers in
North Florida were surprisingly loyal. The attitudes expressed in
many oral histories of former residents of the region’s sawmill
towns stand in sharp contrast to the popular images of company
towns. Most of the veteran employees usually had high praise for
the mill owners. Speaking positively of Jerry Foley of Brooks-Scanlon, Mrs. Lonnie Holton said “We did everything to make Mr. Foley
proud of us. He was quiet but had a spot of humor and with his
keen eyes could see everything.“28 Gavin Wright contends that lumber towns “did not build up either the sense of self-identity or the
social visibility of the cotton mill people.“29 In his study of the lumber industry in wiregrass Georgia, Mark Wetherington remarked
“the transition from farm to mill town took pinelanders out of the
context of the individual family farm and local kinship network
and placed them in a more impersonal, corporate community.“30
Both statements are very misleading. Based on oral interviews with
former mill workers and community residents, working for a large
lumber company gave many employees a sense of “belonging.”
There was a strong feeling of “family” in the more permanent com31
pany towns. One employee of the Brooks-Scanlon company described Foley not as a company town but a “family town.” The idea
that community residents comprised an “extended family” was
common among mill workers. Lumber mill workers and their families tended to be more migratory than textile workers or coal miners and thus removed from immediate relatives who might form
part of an extended household. Residents of a company town
thought of themselves as family because of their shared experi28. Childers, “Foley— Its Beginnings,” 5.
29. Gavin Wright, Old South, New South: Revolutions in the Southern Economy Since the
Civil War (New York, 1986), 161-162.
30. Mark V. Wetherington, The New South Comes to Wiregrass Georgia, 1860-1910
(Knoxville, 1994), 131.
31. Interview with J. Ellis Crosby, July 7, 1993; see letters submitted by residents of
Foley, Florida, in Brooks-Scanlon News, FHS.
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ences in an industrial environment and mutual dependency. The
awareness of “community” created by company towns filled the
feelings of emptiness many families had.
One long-time resident of Foley observed, “There will never be
another place like Foley— all were neighborly and loved each
other.“32 Residents lived close to one another, in stark contrast to
the loneliness and seclusion of farm households and isolated logging camps. Once they were in close proximity to one another,
workers thought of themselves as members of a great extended
family, divided along racial lines, in ways similar to those of workers
living in Piedmont textile villages, or Appalachian coal towns. Writing in the 1930s Bagdad resident Florence Carter thought of the
Bagdad community “as a group of people living in a miniature
world.” Carter believed there was “a ‘we feeling’ of unity and cooperation” in the community.33
Because of the relative lack of alternative employment opportunities, the heavy handed paternalism of mill owners, the company store, company doctor, company-built houses, and companyfinanced churches were all part of the pattern of life which became
accepted in the company towns of North Florida. Yet there is still
more. The acceptance of company paternalism must also be seen
in the context of living and working conditions in the rural South
during the first half of the 20th century. Workers and their families
did not have to migrate to the sawmill town. However, the chronic
misery of rural life, whether it was in North Florida, Georgia, Alabama, or South Carolina, was a powerful push factor. Low wages,
long hours, heavy physical labor, inferior housing, isolation, the
scarcity of medical care, and the uncertainty of agriculture, gave
community residents a different perspective on their situation. For
many, subsistence farming held out limited opportunity while work
in a large sawmill offered what seemed to be limitless opportunities. Roads, railroads, towns, stores, electric lighting, medical and
dental care, and modern education were welcomed by most families.
Writing during the depression of the 1930s Florence Carter
listed the five major problems confronting the town’s residents.
Unemployment, interference of stock on highways, “hogs kept too
close in for proper sanitary conditions,” lack of year-round super32. Childers, “Foley— Its Beginnings,” 4.
33. Carter, “Bagdad,” 4.
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vised play grounds, and limited recreational facilities such as libraries, were of primary concern. 34 Carter’s list suggests that issues such
as high prices at company commissaries, company housing, and
company scrip, problems that have drawn the attention and ire of
historians and sociologists looking to attack corporate paternalism,
were of minor concern or were simply accepted as equal for the
conveniences of town living.
By listening to the words and examining the writings of former
lumber workers and company town residents, it is apparent that
the universal negative perception of company towns is unfounded.
Oppression did exist in the communities and there were abundant
opportunities for exploitation. Yet at the same time company towns
offered solutions to problems associated with rural life and provided opportunities for education, recreation, and employment,
thus creating a new culture composed of both company and
worker values. No longer can positive recollections of life and work
in company towns be dismissed. Scholars must use the perceptions
of workers and their families and how they saw their own social
condition and their measures of fulfillment to get a more accurate
view of company towns.
The company town represented the pinnacle of industrial evolution in the North Florida lumber industry. Even while Shamrock
and Foley were being constructed, their demise was within sight. By
the mid-1930s the vast forests of virgin pine and cypress that had
covered North Florida were nearly depleted. Most companies had
not adapted reforestation practices by this time, or if they had,
their timber would not be harvestable for another 20 years.
Beginning in the late 1940s, lumber production began to slow
and then ceased altogether as the last great trees were cut and processed. As the industry declined, company towns were systematically dismantled and company homes were sold to former workers
for as little as one and two dollars. The last vestiges of company paternalism— the company stores, company-sponsored baseball
teams, and company-sponsored churches— all vanished. As the institutions died, the company culture they spawned was interred
with them.

34. Carter, “Bagdad,” 24.
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Railroads, Farmers and Senatorial Politics:
The Florida Railroad Commission in the 1890s
by TRACY E. DANESE

T

1887 Florida Legislature created the state’s first Railroad
Commission to curb monopoly abuses by railroad companies.1 The legislation, which vested regulatory jurisdiction in a
three-person commission appointed by the governor, was popular
and suited to the reform tenor of the times. It had passed unanimously in the house and with only three dissenting votes in the senate.2 Yet, in a peculiar twist of Florida political history, the
commission’s statutory basis was abruptly repealed only four years
later. Florida’s intrastate rail service was left once again unfettered
by regulatory constraints.3 Then, six years later, the legislature reestablished the commission in almost its original form.4 Such quick
reversals of political direction strongly infer that collateral issues
dominated the outcome on the main question of railroad regulation. The episode prompts a two-fold question: Why the repeal in
the first place, and why reenactment six years later? This article explores the interrelated dynamics of senatorial elections prior to enactment of the 17th Amendment, the agrarian reform movement
and railroad politics in the context of those questions.
Writing about “the Principles of Populism” in 1938, Kathryn T.
Abbey touched incidentally on the issue of the repeal.5 She suggested two possible explanations. Early in the 1891 legislative session, reports circulated that Governor Francis P. Fleming was
considering appointing E. J. Triay, a pro-railroad man, to the commission. Public opposition had prevented Triay’s appointment to
an earlier vacancy. According to Abbey, shipping and agricultural
interests, acting chiefly through the Farmers Alliance, attempted to
thwart the revived appointment by making the commission an
HE

Mr. Tracy Danese is a doctoral candidate in history at Florida State University.
1. Chapter 3746, Laws of Florida (1887), 118-26.
2. Edward C. Williamson, Florida Politics in the Gilded Age: 1877-1893 (Gainesville,
1976), 151.
3. Chapter 4068, Laws of Florida (1891), 110.
4. Chapter 4549, Laws of Florida (1897), 82-94.
5. Kathryn T. Abbey, “Florida Versus the Principles of Populism: 1896-1911,“ Journal of Southern History 4 (October 1938): 462.
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elected body. Failing that, they mustered the votes to abolish it
rather than risk railroad control. Abbey also speculated that the
railroads had managed the whole affair to rid themselves of the
burdens of regulation. Still, she found the Triay explanation more
plausible.6
Almost 30 years later, Durwood Long published his two-part article on the first railroad commission. Long took issue with Abbey’s
theory that the threat of Triay’s appointment was central to repeal.7
Instead, it resulted from “a mixture of motives, desire for political
retaliation by the [Wilkinson] Call supporters, antagonism of the
railroad companies and an economy drive by Alliance men.“8
Long’s reasoning was closer to the mark, but his combination of
causes is too broad to dispose of the question satisfactorily. While
the elements of Long’s mixture were present in the prevailing political atmosphere, they could not have produced the final result
without a catalytic driving force. Railroad executive and lobbyist
William D. Chipley was that force. According to Long:
Chipley had convinced many Alliance supporters that he
was their friend and that Call’s supporters were powerful
railroad interests who wanted to use the Commission for
their own benefit. Chipley’s strategy worked, at least to the
degree that it got rid of the Railroad Commission.9
Without Chipley’s influence the other elements referred to by
Long would have remained no more than disjointed expressions of
political sentiment.
Chipley’s support and involvement in the Triay appointment
was no secret at the time. It had been reported in the Jacksonville
Florida Times-Union, a pro-commission paper, during the 1891 legislative session.10 Still, Triay was not recognized as the moving cause
of repeal until comments to that effect were made almost three
years after the event by the measure’s house sponsor, Representa-

6. Ibid., 467.
7. Durwood Long, “Florida’s First Railroad Commission, Part II,” Florida Historical
Quarterly 42 (January 1964): 248.
8. Ibid., 255.
9. Ibid.
10. Ibid., 253.
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tive Frank Clark of Polk County.11 Those remarks came during a period of increasing agitation for reestablishing the commission.
Clark, campaigning in a reform atmosphere, sought to portray his
1891 actions as a drastic but necessary response to the realization
that railroad interests were seeking control of the commission by
the Triay appointment.
The Triay theory has obvious evidentiary appeal in the context
of agrarian reformers destroying the commission to save it from
railroad domination. Long noted that it was accepted as early as
1916 by Maxwell Ferguson in his State Regulation of Railroads in the
South.12 It was repeated more recently by Thomas Muir, Jr., in an article on William A. Blount, a prominent West Florida politician and
railroad lawyer of the era. 13 Nevertheless, the Triay hypothesis does
not take into account the role of W. D. Chipley and his long-standing conflict with Wilkinson Call. Long based his disagreement with
Triay on the correctness of his own “mixture” theory. While Triay
was certainly a factor, to view him as the principal agent in repeal is
to ignore the dynamic role of Chipley throughout the episode.
Triay was a Jacksonville political figure well connected with
Bourbon Democratic circles and railroad executives. His interest in
a commission appointment had been long-standing. There had
been newspaper reports four years earlier that Francis P. Fleming
was then urging Governor E. A. Perry to appoint Triay to the original commission.14 Fleming was a prominent Bourbon with close ties
to Perry. He had served in Perry’s brigade during the Civil War, and
was a staunch supporter of the governor.15 Triay and Fleming
served together as elected officials in the city government of Jacksonville.16 After his election as governor in 1890, Fleming made
Triay his private secretary, a position equivalent to a modern day
chief-of-staff. Triay’s continuing interest in a commission appoint-

11. Edward C. Williamson, “William D. Chipley, West Florida’s Mr. Railroad”, Florida
Historical Quarterly 25 (1947): 345.
12. Ibid., fn. 19.
13. Thomas Muir, Jr., “William Alexander Blount: Defender of the Old South and
Advocate of the New South,” Florida Historical Quarterly 67 (April 1989): 458.
14. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, June 14, 1887.
15. See letters from J. J. Daniel to Gov. E. A. Perry, Oct. 1885-Apr. 1886. Florida
State Archives, RG 101, Series 577. See also Williamsom, Florida Politics in the
Gilded Age, 107.
16. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, June 8, 22, 1887.
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ment was well known. When the abbreviated term of one of the
original commissioners expired, lengthy petitions supporting Triay
were circulated throughout the state.17 Such activities, by their very
nature, were well known, especially to experienced politicians such
as Clark.
Introduction of the repeal legislation (House Bill No. 5) on
the session’s second day is not consistent with a theory of action by
commission supporters to save it from a threat suddenly perceived
later in the session. Commission supporters fought Clark’s repeal
measure in the House Committee on Railroads which returned it
to the floor without recommendation.18 When the bill was heard by
the full house in May, pro-commission legislators again opposed it.
Representative A. W. Hocker of Lake County, formerly a commission opponent, used “a voluminous array of statistics” provided by
the commission in support of its continued existence.19 Clark’s
house action was distinctly at odds with commission supporters in
that chamber. If he had been interested in saving the commission
from railroad control, his obvious course would have been to pursue making it an elective body. There was support for that approach in the senate, and there was little or no expectation at the
time of the house action that the repeal measure would pass in the
upper chamber.20
An additional line of reasoning argues against the Triay theory.
The 1891 legislature was under the influence of a strong working
majority of Farmers’Alliance men.21 That organization, affiliated
with the National Farmers’ Alliance, had an agrarian reform
agenda and was the most powerful agricultural organization in
Florida. Affordable transportation of agricultural products was one
of the Alliance’s main objectives. Although the Florida Alliance
had initially disavowed political activism, by 1891 it had become a
major force in state politics. Nationally, Alliance men were in the
vanguard of the reform movement which spawned the concept of

17. Florida State Archives, Record Group 101, Series 580, Boxes 14 & 15, numerous
letters and petitions of support.
18. Florida House Joumal (1891), 450.
19. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 16, 1891.
20. Ibid., May 19, 1891.
21. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, Feb. 18, 1891; Tallahassee Daily Floridian, April 2,
1891; Florida Agriculturist, April 15, 1891.
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regulatory commissions to counter the monopoly power of the railroad corporations.
In Florida, Alliance men were political realists. They knew that
in the state’s uncertain political climate neither the shippers nor
the companies were likely to achieve complete dominance. A balance between their competing interests was the most sustainable
political position. The pro-commission Times-Union of Jacksonville
had called for such a balance.22 The commission had not been perfect from an Alliance perspective and there was some dissatisfaction with its limited jurisdiction.23 The Alachua County Alliance
had adopted a resolution calling for either strengthening the com24
mission law or repealing it. Still, it embodied a principal objective
of the agrarian reform movement. It was unlikely that the Alliance
men would respond to the perceived threat of a Triay appointment
with such radical action as repeal. The continuing opposition of
the railroads to the commission demonstrated that it was not controlled by the “roads” and the two commissioners who would continue in office were not viewed as dominated by the corporations.
Railroad representation on the commission was not so destructive
to Alliance purposes as to warrant a political “mercy killing” of
their own creation. The Alliance’s official organ informed its readers that the railroads were working to abolish the commission “by
sowing seeds of discontent” among its supporters.25 It gave a strong
warning against destroying the commission. The Florida Fruit Exchange sent the legislature a resolution expressing its membership’s desire to retain the commission. 26 It is difficult to see how the
threat of one pro-railroad appointee, standing alone, could
prompt the destruction of the commission by a legislature dominated by its supporters.
In politics however, things seldom stand alone. The currents of
political battle flow from one issue to another, linking them in
complex patterns of cause and effect. The contested reelection of
incumbent United States Senator Wilkinson Call and the commission repeal were linked in such a pattern.

22. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, June 1, 1887.
23. Jasper News, July 18, 1890.
24. Gainesville Daily Sun, March 22, 1891.
25. Jacksonville Florida Dispatch, Farmer and Fruit Grower, May 14, 1891.
26. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 14, 1891.
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In 1891, Wilkinson Call had served two controversial senate
terms. His canvass in that year for a third term produced one of the
era’s hardest fought political battles. The circumstances of that
election are essential to understanding the repeal of the commission law. Call was considered a strong anti-corporation man, especially regarding railroads. He was particularly antagonistic to
William D. Chipley of Pensacola and the west Florida railroad interests which he represented.27 Their mutual hostility was grounded in
the controversial practice of granting state lands to companies as
inducement to build railroads. Call made a practice of routinely,
and rather convincingly, condemning grants made to Chipley’s
railroad. The Pensacola railroad executive could not stand by idly
while such an important element of railroad profits was threatened. He determined to unseat Call, a determination that ultimately ripened into his own candidacy for the senate seat.
Chipley was a highly competent railroad executive as well as an
astute politician and major force in the Florida Democratic Party.
He personified the Bourbon class of New South political leaders
and was more than willing to do battle with Call to protect his interests. Although not an elected member of the legislature, Chipley
used his business and political influence to forge a coalition with
the leadership of the Farmers’Alliance to defeat Call. When the
National Farmers Alliance convention was held in Ocala in 1890,
Chipley extended pass privileges on the extensive Louisville &
Nashville rail system to all Alliance men traveling to the convention. In announcing the corporation’s largesse, he used the moment to elaborate on the mutually advantageous relationship of
railroads and farmers.28 Still, many Alliance men were Call supporters and Chipley’s efforts caused a split in their legislative ranks. A
man of Chipley’s political intellect may well have reasoned that
such a coalition could have more purpose than just defeating Call.
It was well worth the attempt of driving a wedge into Alliance solidarity.
Before the 17th Amendment (1912), U.S. senators were chosen by state legislatures. The states were free to determine their
own procedure so long as it complied with broad parameters set by

27. Williamson, “William D. Chipley,” 341-46.
28. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, November 12, 1890.
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Wilkinson Call was first elected to the U.S. Senate in 1865 but was not seated because
of Radical Republican resistance to President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction
program. Subsequently elected— and seated— in 1879, he served three full terms before withdrawing from consideration for a fourth term because of opposition arising
from his feud with William D. Chipley. Photograph courtesy of Florida State Archives.

federal law. The political parties nominated their respective candidates in a caucus and formal voting was on strict party lines. With
only one Republican member in the Florida legislature, there was
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William Dudley Chipley, an early promoter of the city of Pensacola, was the most
powerful representative of railroad interests in Florida at a time when railroad companies were at the apex of their influence in the state. His feud with Wilkinson Call
was both personal and economic and affected state politics throughout the 1890s.
Photograph courtesy of Florida State Archives.

no threat to the Democratic nominee— that is, if the party could
settle on one.29 In the opening stage of the 1891 caucus, the Demo29. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, April 7, 1891.
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cratic legislators voted to require a two-thirds majority for nomination.30 Although Call commanded a clear majority of Democratic
legislators, he could not muster the additional votes required for
nomination. The anti-Call forces resorted to several different candidates in a series of unsuccessful efforts to break his solid block of
support. While the caucus stalemate continued, the house and senate convened briefly in joint session each day to take a formal vote.
In the absence of a Democratic caucus nominee, such sessions
were meaningless. It became clear in late May, after 88 ballots, that
Call could not mount the necessary vote under caucus rules. At
that, the presiding legislative officers, both of whom were Call supporters and supportive of Alliance purposes, decided to dispense
with the caucus nomination and proceed directly to balloting under the rules for a joint session. Nine days before the session’s
scheduled adjournment, and with most of the major legislative
work incomplete, a joint session was once again convened. The
leadership determined that a simple majority of all legislators
would be sufficient for a valid election.
Seventeen anti-Call senators refused to attend in an effort to
deny a senate quorum, thus preventing a valid vote of the entire
legislature. When only 15 senators answered the roll, the clerk announced the absence of a quorum, but was promptly overruled by
the senate president, Jefferson B. Browne of Key West. An undetermined number of house members who were present refused to answer the roll. The 17 missing senators had been seen shortly before
the joint session at the local livery stable preparing to leave Tallahassee. The Times-Union reported that they had gone to Georgia to
be beyond the reach of the senate’s power to compel attendance.
They told some observers that they were going to enjoy a day of
fishing at Lake Jackson, north of Tallahassee. The president dispatched the sergeant-at-arms to compel their attendance, peacefully if possible, but with force if necessary. When that officer
reported that he could not find them, the truant legislators became known as the “Babes in the Woods.“31
In the joint session, the senate President ruled that even
though a quorum of the upper chamber was not present, a quorum
of the entire legislature was, and the vote proceeded.32 Anti-Call
30. Ibid., April 18, 1891.
31. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 27, 1891.
32. Ibid.
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forces attempting to dispute the ruling were ruled out of order in
heated debate, and Call was proclaimed the winner.33 Call’s victory
was heralded by the Times-Union as a ringing defeat for Chipley by
headlines saying: “Chipley Lies Cold in the Political Grave that he
Dug for himself in the Spring of 1889.“34 Nevertheless, the battle
was not yet over. Governor Fleming, a Chipley ally, refused to certify Call’s election. The U.S. Senate, however, asserting its Constitutional prerogative to be the sole judge of the qualifications of its
members, seated Call for his third term.
The long ordeal had been complete with shootings, fistfights,
allegations of bribery and intense lobbying.35 Each side accused the
other of promiscuous use of free railway passes, whiskey, and loose
women to influence individual members. The Weekly Floridian, an
anti-Call paper in Tallahassee, reported:
One of the saddest sights in Tallahassee now is the lately
acquired ease and grace with which the erstwhile Sunday
school ‘general’of the Callites takes his followers to the
Palace Bar and ‘what will you take boys.‘36
Commission historian Durwood Long explored the Call election battle and correctly noted that it “affected the destiny of the
Commission.“37 In describing his “mixture” of motives, he referred
to a “desire for political retaliation by the Call supporters” but offered no explanation for what or against whom retaliation was intended.38 There is little more than conjecture to tie the house
action on repeal of the commission to retaliation for the Call defeat. A contrary picture emerges when the sequence of legislative
actions after the senate election is scrutinized. At the time of final
senate passage of the repeal, the Call supporters had apparently
achieved victory. There were some questions about the validity of
the election due to the absence of the 17 “Babes” and the governor’s refusal to certify the results. Even so, that phase of the saga relating to the governor’s refusal to certify Call as the victor had yet to

33. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 27, 1891.
34. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 27, 1891.
35. Ibid., April 4, May 5, 1891.
36. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 6, 1891.
37. Long, “Florida’s First Railroad Commission, Pt. II,” 253.
38. Ibid., 255
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unfold. It could not have figured as a motive for retaliation at the
time of the senate action on the commission legislation.
The earlier house vote (May 15) on the crucial motion to postpone the repeal bill indefinitely saw 17 Call supporters vote against
the motion and, by implication, for repeal of the commission.39
Still, Call supporters were on the opposite side in approximately
the same proportions. No common alignment of house votes can
be discerned as between the commission issue and the continuing
battle over the Call nomination in the caucus. Eleven more days
were to elapse after the house vote before the Call victory. Since the
caucus was then in session with each faction attempting to sway
members to its position, retaliation associated with the Call battle
was certainly premature. It was illogical from the perspective of
gaining adherents from the other side. If Call supporters in the
house were seeking retaliation, it hardly seems probable that they
would have found it in voting against their own interest. Self-inflicted pain does not provide the satisfaction normally associated
with deliberately administered political retribution. The early introduction of the bill and its passage in the house 11 days before
the outcome of the Call affair strongly implied that house sentiment in the matter was not tied to the senatorial election.
The aftermath of the Call campaign and the resumption of
regular business in the senate in the session’s waning days are relevant to ascertaining the motive forces in that chamber’s final action
on the repeal. House Bill No. 5, the repealer legislation, had duly
arrived in the senate via house messages on May 19, while the Call
issue remained stalemated in the Democratic caucus. It was referred to the Committee on Railroads.40 With no apparent sense of
urgency by its supporters, the bill reposed in committee until June
1, when it was reported unfavorably.41 Normally, an adverse committee report during the rush to adjournment boded ill for pending legislation. However, this was soon after the return of the
“Babes in the Woods” from their somewhat extended absence.
Strange things were on the verge of happening to the commission
legislation.42

39. Florida House Journal (1891), 641,817.
40. Florida Senate Journal (1891), 492.
41. Ibid., 665.
42. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 29, 1891.
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On the same day the “Babes” returned and the house repealer
was unfavorably reported by the senate committee, senate action
was taken on a bill providing for an elected commission. The committee had favorably reported the bill on May 12, but it had not
been brought to the floor for a full senate vote. Suddenly, it was
taken out of order and passed by a 26-to-3 margin.43 The vote was
substantial and reached across the Call battle lines in the senate; it
was clearly not the action of a legislative body on the brink of destroying the commission to save it from railroad domination. The
senate bill was received by the house in senate messages on June 3,
and placed on the regular order. 44 Thus, the senate bill preserving
the commission in elective form was in the house, and the house
bill abolishing it outright was in the senate with an unfavorable
committee report. Legislation so positioned in the final stages of a
session, especially one enveloped in the aftermath of the Call election, was not a likely prospect for enactment. In such a checkmate,
commission supporters could claim victory. If they were motivated
by fear of a Triay appointment as implied by the subsequent comments of Representative Clark, passage of the senate bill would
have been their logical course of action. The rejection of the elective measure by the house further proved that Clark’s purpose was
not grounded in fear of a Triay appointment.
A joint committee of house and senate members had been appointed to select important bills for final action in both chambers
before adjournment. 45 Appointment of such a prioritizing committee for pending legislation near the end of a session was a normal
feature of the legislative process. In the afternoon session on
Wednesday, with less than three working days remaining, the repeal bill (House Bill No. 5) and all other commission related bills
appeared on the joint committee list.46 The senate was being positioned to reverse its previous action to preserve the commission in
an elected form. Here was clear evidence that a powerful person,
or persons, had a strong interest in passing the commission repeal
measure.
During the afternoon session on Thursday, House Bill No. 5
came to the senate floor for consideration notwithstanding its pre43. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 31, 1891; Florida Senate Journal (1891), 685.
44. Florida House Journal (1891), 1055.
45. Florida Senate Journal (1891), 767.
46. Ibid.
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vious unfavorable committee report. Commission supporters opposed the measure and Senator J. Emmett Wolfe, chairman of the
Railroad Committee and a Call supporter, moved for an indefinite
postponement. If successful, this would have ended the matter and
the commission would have survived. His motion failed on a 12-to15 vote.47 The bill passed the required second reading in the
evening session on Thursday and passed finally by a 20-to-10 margin in the afternoon of the session’s last day.48 Activity on the bill in
the last three days of the session indicated its highly skilled and
powerful support. In less than 72 hours, senate sentiment had undergone a dramatic change from a 17-vote margin to retain the
commission in an elective form to a 10-vote margin for its complete
elimination.
Seventeen senatorial “Babes” had refused to make the quorum
call in the ill-fated effort to defeat Call in the joint session. These
were the “hard core” anti-Call men, the essence of the senate side
of the Chipley-Farmers’Alliance coalition.49 The president of the
Florida Alliance, R. F. Rogers of Suwannee County, was prominent
in the coalition and was one of the “Babes.” Although there were
two or possibly three other Alliance men in the group, its majority
could be characterized as Chipley allies even in the absence of an
anti-Call coalition. In the final senate vote, 13 of the “Babes” voted
for repeal while three Alliance “Babes” voted in support of the
commission.
The Alliance leadership which negotiated the coalition with
Chipley stayed with the repeal faction in the senate, while many
rank and file Alliance men voted in support of the commission.
Rogers had traveled the state with Chipley to raise Alliance support
for the anti-Call coalition.50 The senatorial candidates promoted by
the coalition, with the exception of the short-lived effort on behalf
of William Bloxham, were all noteworthy for their Alliance affiliation or strong sympathy with Alliance views. Bloxham was not particularly known for Alliance sentiments, but the seconding speech
for his nomination by Rogers indicated his acceptability to the order.51
47. Ibid., 814.
48. Ibid., 837-38.
49. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 27, 1891.
50. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, April 2, 1891; Williamson, Florida Politics in the
Gilded Age, 173.
51. Ibid., 174.
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The political bonds developed between Chipley and Rogers in
the course of forging the anti-Call coalition may well have resulted
in an understanding beyond the single issue of defeating Call. The
senate side of the coalition played a major role in reversing that
chamber’s sentiment to preserve the commission in an elective
form. That an understanding existed, at least on the senate side, to
utilize the anti-Call coalition to repeal the commission law is consistent with the available evidence. Under such a scenario, Chipley
would have gotten conservative Alliance votes for repeal and the
Alliance would have been permitted to name the coalition’s senatorial candidate to defeat Call. Chipley would have been satisfied
on both counts. His political acumen, strong leadership capabilities and the opportunity presented by Clark’s house bill all coalesced to support such a conclusion. The evidence discussed here
does not directly or inferentially explain Clark’s motivation or the
house action on the bill. The best evidence of Clark’s motivation is
his bill itself. He simply wanted to eliminate the railroad commission, and was straightforward in that purpose. The timing of the
house action discounts his subsequent suggestion of the Triay appointment as well as Alliance retaliation arising out of the Call battle as underlying reasons.
The senate’s strong vote to maintain an elected commission
minimizes the possibility of its final action being based on a desire
to economize by reducing the size of government. Thirteen of the
“Babes” played crucial roles in the final senate vote. Ten of them
had changed from favoring retention of an elective commission to
complete repeal in less than three days. Without doubt, Chipley
wielded great influence with the anti-Call senators and he had reason to want the commission abolished. Still, the evidence does not
establish with certainty that Chipley was the driving force behind
the repeal. Men such as Chipley did not leave well defined trails regarding their political maneuvering. When the Triay appointment
and Alliance retaliation theories are discounted, the role of Chipley in the reversal of senate positions in the closing days of the 1891
Legislature becomes quite plausible. Clearly, something dramatic
had happened to change senate sentiment on the commission, and
Chipley was the kind of man who made dramatic things happen.
Public response to repeal was notable for its lack of intensity.
Long described it appropriately: “Reaction to the legislature’s action caused curiosity, amazement, relief and disappointment. It is
surprising, in view of the positive work of the commission, that
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there were so few objections.“52 The most frequently cited reaction
is that of the Tallahassee Daily Floridian which simply posed the
question: ‘Why?”53
The public’s apparent indifference to repeal of the commission law did not last long. Spurred on by a growing threat of a third
party movement, the reform agenda broadly reasserted itself in
both national and state politics. In Florida, increasing pressure for
the reimposition of regulatory controls on the railroads was part of
that agenda. The Florida Democratic Party, facing the threat of “independentism” and fusion politics fueled by the reform movement, included a railroad commission plank in its 1892 platform.54
Even so, the commitment was not fulfilled in the 1893 Legislature
despite its usual Democratic dominance. Although bills were introduced in both chambers, they failed to get beyond committee consideration.
The pressure for regulatory controls on the railroads continued to build and by early 1894 a war of words was taking place in
Jacksonville between the reform oriented Times-Union and the prorailroad Daily Florida Citizen. A letter in the Times-Union addressed
to “The Democracy” from a committee of prominent Democrats
urged action to re-create the commission at the next state Democratic convention. Ironically, Frank Clark of Polk County, sponsor
of the repeal legislation in 1891 and James E. Broome, who had
voted for repeal in the senate, were both on the committee which
drafted the letter.56 It was in this period that Clark made the comments implying that his 1891 actions were those of a commission
supporter trying to save it from railroad domination. The letter
contained the usual litany of alleged railroad abuses. Florida’s
northeastern area, for example, complained of the diversion of
traffic from Jacksonville and Fernandina to Savannah by discriminatory rate structures designed to benefit Henry Plant’s enterprises
to the detriment of other north Florida shippers.57

52. Long, “Florida’s First Railroad Commission, Pt. II,” 255.
53. Ibid., 256.
54. Gainesville Daily Sun, June 4, 1892.
55. Florida House Journal (1893), 548-52; Florida Senate Journal (1893), 342.
56. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, March 3, 1894.
57. Ibid., April 5, 1894.
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The Railway Employees Protective Association, an organization fostered by the railroads, held a rally to muster opposition to
reestablishment of controls. Speakers explained how regulation
would be detrimental to the 15,000 railway employees and the
75,000 persons indirectly dependent on the lines, a number approximating one quarter of the state’s population.58 The newsprint
war achieved a new dimension when the Times-Union injected race
into the issue. In an article captioned “Negroes to the Rescue,” efforts of the Association to form a black affiliate organization were
excoriated by the pro-commission newspaper. Abandoning even a
semblance of logic, it was said of the railroads: “They put down the
Negro with the Cracker vote and now they propose to put down the
Cracker with Negro votes.“59 The Jacksonville Daily Florida Citizen responded on June 8 with: “The truth is that the reformers are making a desperate struggle for power on the supposed prejudice of
the people. They believe that war on the railroads would be a popular slogan, and they adopted that battlecry.”60 Despite the intensity
of the Times-Union’s attacks, the regular Democratic convention
held in Jacksonville did not adopt a commission plank. The crusading paper had to content itself with allegations of “railroad domination” and use of free passes to explain the failure of the
convention to heed its cry for controls.61
While the war of words raged in Jacksonville, and elsewhere, W.
D. Chipley was preparing for a more direct role in politics. The delegates to the 1894 Escambia County Democratic Convention overwhelmingly nominated him for the Florida Senate. Democratic
nomination was tantamount to election. He carried every precinct
at the county convention except one, and lost that by only one
vote.62 Chipley entered the 1895 Legislature with influence seldom
experienced by a freshman member. He was appointed chairman
of the powerful Finance and Tax Committee which guided all tax
and revenue legislation in the senate.63 His solid standing with his
peers was further evidenced by his appointment to chair a politi-

58. Jacksonville Daily Florida Citizen, June 6, 1894.
59. Ibid., June 21, 1894.
60. Jacksonville Daily Florida Citizen, June 8, 1894.
61. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, August 2, 1894.
62. Jacksonville Daily Florida Citizen, June 24, 1894.
63. Florida Senate Journal (1895) I, 1134.
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tally sensitive investigation of an assault on a fellow senator by a
state cabinet member, the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Chipley reported that the cabinet officer had attacked the senator,
but diplomatically concluded that the two had reconciled their differences and no further action was deemed necessary.64
The continuing public outcry at real and perceived abuses of
the railroads produced increasing pressure for governmental control. In 1895, three separate bills were introduced to re-establish a
railroad commission.65 The house passed a commission bill early in
the session by more than a 2-to-1 majority.66 Senator Chipley was literally awaiting the bill’s arrival in the upper chamber. As if to signal
his leadership of the opposition, he was on the floor to make the
routine motion to refer it to committee when it appeared in house
messages. 67 The initial fight was in the Senate Railroad Committee
where Chipley succeeded in substituting a version less onerous to
the companies for the house bill. The first crucial floor vote came
in an effort by commission proponents to replace the senate substitute with the house version. The re-substitution effort failed on a
tie vote. Similar moves followed, but in each instance, Chipley’s tactics successfully maintained his narrow margin of votes to defeat
the bill.68
From the time the bill first appeared on the senate floor on
May 14, there was a continual series of parliamentary moves and
countermoves, all resulting in extremely close votes.69 The issue was
finally resolved after nine days of astute political maneuvering by a
13-to-12 vote to defeat the bill. During the course of the battle, Chipley, in his role as Chairman of the Finance and Tax Committee,
had also managed the annual revenue bill.70 Undoubtedly, he used
this powerful position to leverage support for his anti-commission
position. His reputation for political leadership and skill were further enhanced by such performances in his first session.
The inexorable movement toward the reestablishment of a
railroad commission was slowed but not stopped by Chipley’s nar64. Ibid., 785.
65. Florida House Journal, (1895) I, 73, 79, 80.
66. Ibid., 449.
67. Florida Senate Journal (1895) I, 476.
68. Florida Senate Journal (1895) I, 873-74.
69. Florida Senate Journal (1895) I, 693, 776, 858, 873, 875, 907, 919, 921, 1078,
1183, 1186.
70. Florida Senate Journal (1895), 1134.
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row 1895 victory. Populism was reaching its crest nationally, and its
effects were increasingly felt in Florida politics. The Alliance newspaper called for a commission in early 1896, observing that unless
the railroads took less in transportation costs, the farmers could
not remain in business.71
Public sentiment was stirred by reports of business collusion
and price manipulation to the detriment of consumers in general
and agricultural interests in particular. An article on the Nail Association of Pittsburgh provided a good example of the conditions
stirring public discontent. A keg of ten-penny nails, the type commonly used by farmers, sold for 85 cents in July, 1895; the same keg
was $2.55 one year later. In Jacksonville, the price was $3.25 per keg
while an identical keg of Pittsburgh nails was reported to sell for
$1.75 in Holland.72 That flagrant example illustrated three of the
principal targets of the reform movement: the price-fixing of the
trusts, the inflationary consequences of unchecked transportation
monopolies, and the pernicious effects of protective tariff policies.
The commission movement in Florida was symbolic of the continuing reaction against the excesses of “big business” and the increasing concentration of wealth in large corporations. The reform
mood found national expression in the Populist movement, the
rise of William Jennings Bryan in the Democratic party, and the
“free silver” debate. Such was the political climate in which Wilkinson Call returned to Tallahassee in 1897 to seek his fourth term in
the U.S. Senate. Chipley, completing the transition from “backroom” power to the forefront of political visibility, announced his
own candidacy in opposition to his old adversary.73
As in 1891, the fate of railroad commission legislation in 1897
appeared closely linked with the politics of a transcendent issue:
the resumption of the Call-Chipley feud. Yet, the commission issue
had gained sufficient momentum from the reform movement to
warrant resolution on its own merits. Instead of commission legislation being dominated by senatorial election politics, it almost appeared that the converse was true. In reporting the introduction of
two commission bills early in the session, the Times-Union noted efforts to hasten a vote in the senate. It questioned, with clear allusion to Chipley and his senatorial candidacy, if there was a hidden
71. Jacksonville Florida Dispatch, Farmer & Fruit Grower, February 8, 1896.
72. Ibid., July 4, 1896.
73. Williamson, “William D. Chipley,” 346.
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purpose to “put some people on record” regarding the issue.74 Although the Jacksonville paper had virtually abandoned Call, it
could not bring itself to endorse Chipley. The newspaper, under
new ownership, took the somewhat unusual moralistic position
that so long as the man chosen was a good person, it mattered “not
who he may be.“75 Likewise, the paper had also lost its fervor for a
strong commission.76
When William Jennings Bryan, defeated for the presidency in
1896 but still leader of the national Democratic Party, visited Tallahassee during the first week of the session, Chipley was prominent
as chairman of the welcoming committee. In tune with the political
climate, Chipley effusively pronounced his esteem for Bryan, the
embodiment of the national reform movement.77 Less than two
weeks later, in a joint appearance with other candidates in the
house chamber, he completed his conversion to the prevailing political mood of the Democrats. He endorsed the graduated income
tax and repeal of the tariff on necessities, but favored its continued
imposition on luxuries. With due regard for protecting Florida agricultural interests, he included oranges and tobacco in the luxury
category. When asked about his position on the state commission
bill, he responded simply: “As a state senator, I will vote for a railroad commission.” Applause greeted his response.78 William D.
Chipley had completed his political transition. The business promoter, railroad executive and lobbyist, and heir to the Bourbon political traditions of the New South had been recast in the
Democratic mold of William Jennings Bryan and Populism.
Chipley’s political metamorphosis removed any lingering
doubts about the re-creation of a railroad commission. His hometown newspaper, the Pensacola Daily News, always pro-railroad in
sentiment, had reconciled itself to the passage of a commission bill
and urged only that it be fair.79 The senate, seizing the initiative
from the house, passed a commission bill with only two dissenting
votes.
The overwhelming passage in the senate freed Chipley of any
impediments on that score in his battle with Call. When the tenth
74. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, April 14, 1897.
75. Ibid., April 21, 1897.
76. Ibid., May 8, 1897.
77. Pensacola Daily News, April 10, 1897.
78. Ibid., April 21 1897.
79. Ibid., April 22, 1897.
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caucus ballot was reached on April 29, Call narrowly led Chipley by
a three vote margin. The next day the house passed the senate
commission bill with only three dissenting votes.80 The Times-Union,
displaying a newly discovered concern for railroad investors, found
the bill too drastic in scope and urged the governor to veto it.81
Governor William D. Bloxham, showing the same ability to read
the political temper as Chipley, allowed the bill to become law without his signature.
Wilkinson Call did not win a fourth term. At the end of the first
week in May, his support had eroded under the continuing controversy and stalemate which enveloped his reelection effort. His supporters went over to one of his allies, J. N. C. Stockton of
Jacksonville.82 Despite his embrace of the popular reform agenda
of the time, Chipley could not muster sufficient votes to become
U.S. Senator. It became clear that neither he nor Stockton would
receive the required vote. The memory of the 1891 spectacle
haunted the caucus from the beginning and belatedly nurtured a
somewhat greater willingness to compromise. The name of
Stephen R. Mallory, another Pensacola man and an old political adversary of Chipley, was placed in nomination. By the second week
of May, Mallory, the son and namesake of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy, had collected enough support to defeat Chipley
and become the new U.S. Senator from Florida.83
In an ironic footnote to the whole episode, E. J. Triay once
again became embroiled in the politics of the moment. Stockton,
after the election and when there was nothing to be gained, made
public a letter from Triay to Chipley containing inferences of possible bribery in connection with the latter’s campaign.84 His actions
provoked a furor in both chambers but served no purpose other
than to show the depths of acrimony engendered by the politics of
the senate election.
The enactment of the commission legislation in 1897 established the principle in Florida of regulation of businesses essential
to the public welfare. That principle has a permanency that endures to the present. The answer to the question of why the com-

80. Florida House Journal (1897), 355.
81. Ibid., May 8, 1897.
82. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 11, 1897.
83. Williamson, “William D. Chipley,” 351.
84. Florida House Journal (1897), 955-57.
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mission law was repealed in the first place remains just beyond that
pale of certainty so dear to the historian. By examining flaws in the
Triay appointment and the Call election retaliation theories, the
range of possibilities has been narrowed and clarified.
In a larger, and more important context, the circumstances
surrounding the rise, fall, and resurrection of the Florida Railroad
Commission are part of the intriguing mosaic of late-19th-century
Florida politics. It demonstrates that the driving energy of politics
is always the friction of competing interests from which emerges
some temporary consensus of a broader public interest. That notion of the public interest lasts until some different arrangement of
competing interests forges a new vision and new consensus. The
politics of the first ten years of the Florida Railroad Commission is
a clear illustration of that continuing dimension of the political
process.
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“We Could Have Sent the Old Barbarian Back to the
Hermitage”: Joseph M. White and
Anti-Jacksonianism in Territorial Florida,
1821-1839
by ERNEST F. DIBBLE

I

N early territorial Florida, two political groups emerged with allegiances to national presidential leaders. One group was led
by Richard Keith Call and other friends of Andrew Jackson.1 The
second was led by Joseph M. White, friend of James Monroe and
the Adamses. As a symbol of these early antebellum allegiances, Andrew Jackson’s “cronies” in Florida occasionally visited Jackson’s
home, the Hermitage, near Nashville, Tennessee. For similar reason, Joseph M. White journeyed to Cambridge, Massachusetts, in
1831, to pay homage to his presidential circle by attending a Harvard commencement. Both John Quincy Adams and Charles Francis Adams thought it opportune to visit the Whites in their
temporary quarters in the Tremont House, Cambridge.2 Although
citizens of a territory could not vote in presidential elections, Florida was strategically very important because of unsettled conditions
in Spanish colonies nearby. Besides, patronage and internal improvement appropriations were at stake, and as delegate to Congress, White was the only official spokesman for the territory in
Washington.
President Adams and his son were entertained on at least two
separate occasions by a story that White delighted to tell. He repeated how Jackson exploded in anguish and rage at the taunting
suggestion that some of his personal letters were to be published.
Jackson did not want the world to know that the President of the
United States was such a poor speller.3 It was a good story which reErnest F. Dibble is a retired history professor residing in Largo, Florida.
1. See Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., Richard Keith Call: Southern Unionist (Gainesville,
1961) (Hereinafter, Call).
2. See Marc Friedlaender and L. H. Butterfield, eds., Diary of Charles Francis Adam
(Cambridge, 1968), 123-24, and John Quincy Adams, Diary, in Microfilm of the
Adams Papers, Part I (Boston, Massachusetts Historical Society, 1954), Reel 130,
September 2, 183l.
3. John Quincy Adams, Diary, August 31 and September 2, 183l.
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affirmed White’s allegiance to the Virginia and Massachusetts aristocracies of American politics. Unfortunately his affiliation with
outgoing political leaders crippled White’s influence over Jackson’s appointments to office when he became president.
Upon his return to Florida from Cambridge, Joseph White ran
again for the most coveted elective office of the Territory of Florida— the office of delegate to Congress. The result was another victory for White. For 12 years, from 1825 to 1837, White led what his
opponents called the “White Party,” the most successful political
group in the territory. Each time White ran for political office
against a Jackson crony, he won. Each time he opposed either Richard Keith Call, Joseph Hernandez, James Gadsden, or another
Jacksonian, he won. At least 15 times White faced Call in the
United States Supreme Court and won. For over a decade, the
White party continued to defeat close friends of Jackson’s during
the heyday of an assumed Jacksonian democracy. No wonder a British observer commented in 1833 that although Americans think
their character hard to understand, it is really their politics that is
incomprehensible.4
One reason for that incomprehensibility may derive from the
fact that there has been no academic study of White and his many
anti-Jacksonian successes in Florida. The following pages are intended to remedy that deficiency and emphasize that in Florida,
who represented “Jacksonianism” provides a contradiction.
Another example of contradiction arises from the common
practice of crediting Jackson with the initiation of the “spoils system” of appointments.5 Reluctant at first, in 1821 Jackson finally
agreed to become the first territorial governor of Florida to show
gratitude to his many friends by giving them high political office in
the new territory. In fact, it was this suggestion that persuaded him
to accept the governorship.6 However, he soon realized that President James Monroe had already eclipsed him by initiating a territorial spoils system of his own. Monroe was particularly unsparing in
job handouts to his own friends and political creditors, disregard4. Murray Keller Sumwalt, “United States Democracy During the 1830s and 1930s
as Observed by Representative British and French Writers,” (M.A. Thesis, University of Miami, 1967), 17.
5. Robert V. Remini, Andrew Jackson (New York, 1966), 110-111. Remini argues that
the spoils system was more a matter of principle than practice to Jackson.
6. Arthur W. Thompson, Jacksonian Democracy on the Florida Frontier (Gainesville,
1961), 1-2.
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ing Jackson’s wishes and expectations. Thus, Jackson and many of
his companions who remained in Florida could hardly be expected
to look with great favor upon Monroe’s appointed men. Joseph
White was one of these men. Arriving in Pensacola in June, 1822,
less than a year after Jackson himself arrived, White was treated as
a late-coming immigrant by Jackson’s favorites.
White came to Florida with an appointment to the first legislative council.7 Born in 1781 in Kentucky, he was brought up on the
figurative laps of Revolutionary War veterans. He partook deeply of
the patriotic sense of national unity expressed by such diverse veterans of 1776 as Andrew Jackson and John Marshall. However, he
arrived with more than one solid credential as an anti-Jacksonian,
for he had recently married the beautiful young daughter of Kentucky governor, John Adair.8 By this marriage White had bonded
himself to anti-Jacksonians because of an Adair-Jackson controversy sustained throughout the 1820s and 1830s.9 The feud resulted from Jackson’s accusation that Adair’s Kentucky militia had
fled in the face of enemy advance at the famous Battle of New Orleans in 1815. Some evidence suggests that White was also in the
battle with the Kentucky militia. It is certain that he did serve later
under Governor Adair as a Commonwealth Attorney for the 4th Judicial District of Kentucky.10
In addition to political and marital connections with Adair,
White held another anti-Jackson credential as a distant relative of
James Monroe. White used this relationship to communicate and
advise Monroe on Florida political events. Thus, in the small population of Florida in 1822, White, his two Florida-dwelling brothers,
Adairs, Pleasants, and Andersons all were related to President
Monroe.11 These families represented a small group of leading citi-

7. Clarence E. Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of the United States, 28 Vols. (Washington, DC, 1934-1969), Florida Territory, XXII, 406, 422-23. (Hereinafter, Territorial Papers).
8. Although not a single article has been published about Joseph M. White, at least
six have been published and republished about his wife, Ellen Adair White,
often called Mrs. Florida White. The best article about her is Margaret Anderson Uhler, “‘Florida White,’ Southern Bell,” Florida Historical Quarterly 55 (January 1977): 299-309.
9. See William Garrard Leger, “The Public Life of John Adair” (Ph.D. diss., University of Kentucky, 1953), 168n.
10. The [Frankfort, Kentucky] Commentator, February 8, 1821.
11. See James Barnett Adair, Adair History and Genealogy (Los Angeles, 1924), 54-71,
78-87.
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zens upon whom White could count in his political career. With
this background, White became the leading Monroe man and later
the leading Adams man in Florida politics.
Before White entered his first elective contest in 1825, he had
established his credentials and his political base by obtaining several appointments and by developing a private law practice specializing in land claims. He was not only a member of the first
legislative council, but also the first appointed adjutant general of
12
13
the territory, U.S. Attorney for West Florida for one term, the
first secretary to the land commission of West Florida, and later,
one of the three land commissioners.
Although most of his appointments came from President Monroe, Floridians recognized their need of White’s multi-lingual and
sophisticated legal talent. Within two months of his arrival in
Pensacola, he was being urgently recommended for membership
on the West Florida land commission. At the urging of the two
other commissioners, President Monroe made the appointment.14
And, in 1823, White was among the top three vote-getters among
the nine posted for a “straw vote” to determine recommendations
for presidential appointments to the second legislative council.15
In private practice and as land commissioner, White gained a widespread reputation, becoming probably the best land expert in the
country. And land acquisition was the best method for gaining economic and political power in the early decades of the territorial
frontier. In private practice White became the favorite lawyer of
Spanish claimants to small tracts of land. And he also listed among
his clients claimants to the largest Spanish grants in Florida and
elsewhere on the Gulf Coast. Within a year of advertising his practice, he represented John Innerarity, whose famous Forbes Purchase of 1,250,000 acres White later successfully defended against
Call in the United States Supreme Court presided over by John

12. George Cassel Bittle, “In the Defense of Florida: The Organized Florida Militia
from 1821 to 1920” (Ph.D. diss., Florida State University, 1965), 20. Also, Carter,
Territorial Papers, XXII, 658-59.
13. This appointment was actually made by Henry Marie Brackenridge because the
Monroe-appointed United States attorney did not arrive. See Carter, Territorial
Papers, XXII, 738-89; XXIII, 47.
14. For these letters and White’s commission, see Carter, Territorial Papers, XXII,
514-15, 687, 711-12, 717-18, 808.
15. Carter, Territorial Papers, XXII, 803-804.
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Marshall. As land commissioner, White dominated the other commissioners by his expertise. He not only championed the pre-emptor— the squatters on the land— in and out of the commission, but
he also urged graduated land prices and the validity of claims given
as “an indulgence extended by the Spanish Government to indigent persons. . . .“16 In the early years, his defense of Spanish claimants to both the largest and the smallest grants in the commission
and in court provided him an important political base in campaigning against the Jacksonians’decided antagonism to anything
Spanish.17
The first significant election in the Florida territory was held in
1825. Joseph Hernandez had been appointed to his position as the
first delegate to Congress. Richard Keith Call, the incumbent, had
run as the only candidate from populous West Florida in 1823. The
1825 election, in contrast, was a heated and bitter race.
Call and White had begun what became a bitter rivalry in the
first legislative council when White introduced a bill that would allow soldiers to vote. At the time, it was assumed that all soldiers
would vote for Dr. James Bronaugh, Jackson’s army surgeon. However, when Bronaugh died in 1822, White assumed the mantle of
the soldiers’friend. Congress disallowed soldier votes, but the law
did not include the Revenue Service and Navy. This was the reason
that White’s opponents in future elections often invoked the specter of Revenue and Navy ships proceeding at full sail to Florida
ports to cast unanimous votes for White. Despite this exaggeration
White was able to count upon military voters in addition to his relatives, the pre-emptors, and Spanish claimants as part of his political power base.
The work of the land commission was complete enough to receive high praise in the press during White’s first campaign. And,

16. Proceedings of Commissioners of Claims Presented, West Florida, 1822-1824. Record
Book 2. Old Spanish land claims records now lodged in the Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of State Lands, Crown Building, Tallahassee. These
records were in the Field Note Division, Department of Agriculture until transferred to Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund in 1961, then to the
Bureau of State Lands in 1975.
17. One of many commentators on this anti-Spanish attitude is John Innerarity to
John McDonogh, March 1834, McDonogh Papers, Howard-Tifton Memorial
Library, Tulane University. Innerarity reflects an old resident’s conviction that
Jackson opposed every old Spanish grant.
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exposing a land fraud effectively gained him votes. White had uncovered a large land swindle attempted by a group which included
Peter Alba, Jr., then mayor of Pensacola. Alba responded by attempting to assassinate White on a Pensacola street in front of witnesses.18 By some magic of indirection, Alba’s attack was associated
with White’s political enemies. Most notably, sympathy with and defense of White against Alba worked against Call, White’s main opponent for office. The assassination attempt caused voters to swing
even more to White after Call decided to withdraw, just two months
before the voting. After Call withdrew, the campaign was reduced
to mild counterclaims about who should get credit for any benefits
derived from the federal treasury. Should White, who wrote the resolutions asking for canals, a navy yard and roads in the first legislative council, or Hernandez and Call, the first two delegates
promoting White’s resolutions for appropriations in Congress.19
White easily won over Hernandez.
The first important political campaign of territorial Florida was
a highly personal contest in a territory inhabited by only about
1,700 individuals (1,100 of them west of the Suwanee River). But it
profoundly fixed personality conflicts for the next dozen years with
several long-term ramifications that influenced future elections.
One of those was the staunch following retained by the winner,
now called “Honest Joe” for his exposure of the land fraud. One of
Joe’s followers suggested in the next election that, “you can state to
the wavering that he saved to the U.S., while land commissioner,
40,000 acres of land coveted by . . . P. Alba & his unprincipled gamblers.“20
Another repercussion of the 1825 election was Call’s challenge
to duel White, which took two years for friends on both sides to

18. Full details of the assassination attempt are in the Pensacola Gazette, January 8,
1825. Testimony on the fraudulent land claims are in Proceedings of the Land Commissioners . . ., Record Book 1, 37-45. White relayed the incident in “Joseph M.
White to the Secretary of State,” Carter, Territorial Papers, XXIII, 17-18. Although
White did not so claim, Call was implicated with Alba’s fraud in the Pensacola
Gazette, February 5, 1825.
19. The fact that White wrote the resolutions in the first legislative council is established by several testimonials in the press. The initial controversy between
White and Call remained a lively issue during elections at least through 1833.
20. Adam Gordon to Samuel Keep, April 11. 1827, Keep Papers, Special Collections, John C. Pace Library, University of West Florida.
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avert. Perhaps reminiscent of the averted Adair-Jackson duel, both
sides in the White-Call conflict did everything possible to avoid dueling. The social process of cancelling a duel was much more intricate than was the simple challenge and acceptance of one. This
“gentlemen’s solution” to conflict by challenge, delay and reconciliation started to fall apart because democratic passions intruded.
The cancelled duel was almost rescheduled when disappointed
White partisans boasted that, “While you [Call] first held out the
sword, you had subsequently descended to the olive branch . . .“21
The whole area had been aroused by anticipation of the duel and
as Call’s intermediary soothingly suggested, “we cannot control tavern talk.“22 Although this duel was averted, both a brother, Everett
White, and his son, Oscar White, later duelled over politics.
Perhaps the most significant repercussion of the 1825 election
contributing to the future pattern of territorial politics was the contrast of personalities and methods of campaigning between White
and Call. Call’s attitude about political life has been well described
as “imbued with the old Virginian notion” of noblesse oblige service
to humanity, of condescending to assume a statesman’s role. Call
“never quite grew out of the idea that gentlemen did not solicit
votes.“23 The same can easily be said of Call’s sometimes surrogatecandidates, James Gadsden and Joseph Hernandez.
In sharp contrast, White exemplified a new breed of political
leaders who sensed deeper roots of democratic politics. White
knew how to appeal to constituents, how to build a power base
through influencing appointments, and how to protect himself
through the press and gain political credit even for that which he
was not responsible. Call very much disliked writing letters,
whereas White delighted in personal and public communications.
He was praised in the press as a great public speaker, who could attract a crowd to testimonial dinners organized for him. His annual
letters to the people of Florida reveal a man with an appealing political philosophy, deserving of the credit for propelling Florida
into fifth rank among states and territories in appropriations from

21. J. W. Ramage to Richard Keith Call, April 25, 1927, Call Papers, Florida Historical Society Library, University of South Florida. Ramage was Call’s intermediary
for this duel.
22. Ramage to Call, October 18, 1826, Call Papers.
23. Doherty, Call, 19.
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the federal budget. On the national scene, White gained the respect of men like Daniel Webster for his legal acumen and verbal
rhetoric.24 White also became internationally known for his legal
abilities and published compilations of land laws. In contrast, Call’s
biographer noted that he studied law only a few months and read
law “spasmodically and without direction.“25 No wonder, then, that
White never lost an election or court case to Richard Keith Call.
And Call never won any elective position after 1823, even though
he received several appointments, including governor of the territory.
White continued to expand his role as chief protagonist of territorial development. He consolidated his political credentials by
becoming a plantation owner. In 1828, he entered into a law and
business partnership with Georgia poet and congressman, Richard
Henry Wilde. 26 Together, theypurchased about 6,000 acres of land
and 250 slaves, and built a plantation, Casa Bianca, not far from
Tallahassee. This gave White a proper setting for promoting himself as a planter in the Jeffersonian style.
By 1831, White had attained a position of prominence in both
territorial and national politics. Nationally, White tried to keep his
anti-Jacksonian moves obscured. He did, however, publicly support
Judge Henry Marie Brackenridge, whose appointment and conservation programs at the Naval Live Oak Reservation near Pensacola
were under attack. White had defended Brackenridge since 1823
because this “enlightened, honest, and upright judge” had “protected the old [Spanish] inhabitants in their rights . . .“27 Call had
blamed Brackenridge for his role in the Callava affair, wherein
Jackson had seized some papers from the Spanish Governor, Jose
Callava, and then had him thrown in jail.28 This development and a
similar circumstance with Governor Joseph Coppinger, of East
24. Webster’s effusive compliments about White’s arguments for a ship canal across
Florida were fully aired in the Pensacola Gazette, January 14, 1826. Webster and
White were later involved together in legal cases on land claims.
25. Doherty, Call, 24. Also 16.
26. See Edward L. Tucker, Richard Henry Wilde: His Life and Selected Poems (Athens,
GA, 1966), 22-23.
27. Joseph M. White to President James Monroe, November 13, 1823, Papers of
President James Monroe, Library of Congress. In this private letter, White also
suggested a governor of more “commanding reputation” than William P. DuVal.
28. Call rehashed the Callava affair while running for delegate to Congress in 1833,
in his April 17, 1833, “To the People of Florida” open letter. It can be found in
Call Papers, Florida Historical Society Library.
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Florida, were kept alive by Callava and Coppinger, who resided in
Cuba. This had proved embarrassing to Call when he and five successive agents had gone to Cuba searching for Florida materials in
29
the Spanish archives. White’s support of Brackenridge against
Call in both land matters and the Callava affair thus deepened the
rift between White and the Jacksonians. In 1832, White publicly defended the Naval Live Oaks purchase on the floor of Congress in a
bitter exchange that one Florida newspaper described as “more
personal than anything that has ever happened in Congress.“30 Live
Oaks conservation was a pet Adams’ project. White also wrote a letter to the Senate, which was published in support of Brackenridge’s
severe attack on Jackson.31 Brackenridge lost his presidential appointment as judge and departed from the territory. White managed to have the United States Senate reject Jackson’s first
nominee to replace Brackenridge, but he could not stop Jackson’s
spoils system appointees for very long.32 After Brackenridge left
Florida, the first American forest conservation experiment died by
Jacksonian strangulation.
Although publicly supporting Brackenridge against Jackson,
White hid his role in attempting to organize a national coalition
behind William Wirt, who White considered the only presidential
candidate able to unite all factions against Jackson in 1832. White
solicited Wirt’s consent to be a presidential candidate, which was
granted as long as no Clay-Adams deal was involved.33 This could be
interpreted to mean that Wirt would not promise White the position of secretary of state if he won the presidency. Wirt had already

29. A. J. Hanna research notes in “Spanish Archives of Florida” file, Florida Vertical
File, Rollins College Library, Orlando, Florida, reveals information that Callava
and Coppinger were in Cuba and supposedly behind all the obstacles raised to
prevent Call and other agents from obtaining archival materials.
30. Key West Gazette, March 1832. Although this paper was editorially for “Jackson
and States Rights,” it endorsed White.
31. See “Letter to H. M. Brackenridge, Esq.,” May 16, 1832, and “To the Senate of
the United States,” February 21, 1832, in Judge Brackenridge’s Letters (Washington, 1832), 13-15. This pamphlet includes letters of Brackenridge and supporters attacking Jackson.
32. See Kermit L. Hall and Eric W. Rise, From Local Courts to National Tribunals: Federal District Courts in Florida, 1821-1990 (1991), 13.
33. Letters from William Wirt to Joseph M. White, October 10, November 14, 1831,
William Wirt Papers, MS1013, Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore, Maryland.
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been nominated as presidential candidate by the Anti-Mason Party
convention, even though he was only half-hearted in his stand
against Masonry. Wirt privately believed that Masonry should disappear because, although most masonic lodges were composed of
white men, some black lodges existed from Boston throughout the
South. He believed the black lodges were bases for insurrection
and murder, and felt this should impel “the reflecting, prudent,
and virtuous portion of the Masonic community to throw up their
charters and dissolve their lodges.“34
Anti-Masonry was hardly in evidence in Florida, even though J.
W. Ramage had reported being attacked by anti-Masons in 1825,
when he mediated for Call in the proposed Call-White duel.35 The
Tallahassee lodge was dominated by Jackson cronies who made
Jackson an honorary member. But anti-Masonry could not crystallize around White, himself a Kentucky Mason.36 White’s advocacy of
the Wirt coalition was based upon the practical consideration that
about 500,000 anti-Masons existed, just about the number by which
Jackson had won the previous election. White wrote six anonymous
letters from “An Old Man,” published in the Baltimore Chronicle to
urge Wirt’s candidacy on the upcoming National Republican convention. Dismissing John C. Calhoun succinctly, White argued
against Henry Clay as an impossible candidate, incapable of uniting anti-tariff states, anti-Masons, and dissenters from the Jackson
party in the South and West. White argued that Wirt, with anti-Masonic origins, could carry Pennsylvania, New York and probably all
of New England. Because Wirt could claim the approval of former
presidents Jefferson, Madison and Monroe, he could also carry the
south. 37
Henry Clay was nominated and White’s attempt at making a
president and defeating Jackson was foiled. He wrote to Salmon P.
Chase after the National Republican convention that if the advice

34. William Wirt to The Honorable Dabney Carr [Virginia], September 30, 1831,
Wirt Papers.
35. See J. W. Ramage to Richard Keith Call, October 18, 1826, Call Papers.
36. See St. Louis Missouri Republican, October 11, 1839, 2. White was given a burial
with full Masonic honors in 1839.
37. An Old Man, The Presidency, published in Baltimore Chronicle and separately
printed (n.p., n.d.).
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of the “old man” had been followed, “we could have sent the old
barbarian back to the Hermitage.“38
White was successful in his own campaign for re-election in
1833. Reflecting the 1832 national elections, nullification and secession overshadowed local issues in 1833 Florida. The dilemma of
territorial politics was aptly expressed in the stance of more than
one newspaper, declaring both for Jackson and nullification. White
ably sidestepped these controversial issues as not needing comment. He declared the national government very necessary and invaluable because Florida was a territorial “appendage of the
union.” And on nullification and secession, he felt it “unnecessary
for me to offer any observations upon them.“39 Thus, White was
able to emphasize the dependency and need Florida had for the
Union. He had stated earlier that, “If impotent clamor on the subject of disunion, constitutes devotion to the South, I have not indulged in it.“40 Actually, White had no need to speak out on state’s
rights in a territory because Call stated White’s position for him.
Call repeatedly brought forth White’s 1825 comment that state’s
rights was “a withering doctrine calculated to blight the prospects of this
rising country.”41 In this way, White’s more unionist views were
brought clearly to the electorate.
Some support for White’s unionist attitudes existed even outside of White’s circle of followers. For one example, Judge Robert
Raymond Reid, commenting on Calhoun and nullification, declared, “If the people are fools he will succeed.“42
The Jackson-Calhoun controversy on the national scene even
caused dissension between Jackson’s closest friends and political
leaders in Florida. Noteworthy is the quarrel between Call and
Gadsden, supposedly because Gadsden was such an extreme secessionist. However, the real reason for the quarrel was not as ideological as it was practical. They both campaigned against White as
secessionists, but Gadsden was a more extreme nullifier. Call had

38. Joseph M. White to Salmon P. Chase, May 18, 1832, Salmon P. Chase Papers,
Library of Congress. White has been suspected of writing anonymous letters.
His correspondence with Wirt and Chase establishes his authorship without
doubt.
39. Joseph M. White, “To the People of Florida,” Key West Gazette, August 22, 1832.
40. St. Augustine Florida Herald, November 30, 1830.
41. Quoted by Call in “To the People of Florida,” April 17, 1833.
42. Diary of Robert Raymond Reid, 1833, 1835 (Copy prepared by Historical Records
Survey, WPA, 1939, from original owned by Mrs. Charles F. Andrews), 12.
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been advised by friends that only he could defeat White, so he
started campaigning after Gadsden was already competing. Gadsden reminded Call that they had agreed not to run against each
other. But Call responded by stating that friends felt Gadsden was
running as a “White” man. 43 With these strained relations, Call campaigned for Jackson and secession. His position was somewhere between White and Gadsden. In a published “Letter to the People of
Florida,” Call declared the right of secession. He stated in unambiguous terms that, “No man can be more devoted to the doctrine
of states rights than myself” and “I have believed that a state has a
right to withdraw from the Union without her citizens committing
the crime of treason.“44 Although opposed to the doctrine of nullification, Call’s latter statement on secession and treason placed
him squarely at odds with Jackson’s point of view.
Call’s isolated and almost tearful unionist stand in 1861 at the
time Florida seceded has overshadowed his stand in 1833 for the
right of secession.45 In his public expression on the right of secession in 1833, perhaps Call was trying to appeal to all voters in the
midst of an election. One may hope that Jackson did not read Florida newspapers, because Call also ended up on the wrong side of
the famous Peggy Eaton affair. He could be reminded by Jackson
that Peggy had fought with Call when he tried to be too friendly to
her.46 However, the breakup of the Jackson party in Florida was augmented more by the nullification and secession issues and personality conflicts than by the Peggy Eaton affair.
When the Florida voting was completed, White had won again.
He had won both in 1831 and 1833, both elections dominated by
nullification arguments. In 1831, however, Governor William P. DuVal, thoroughly in the Jackson camp, declared the election a tie
and called for a re-election. Amidst strenuous objections aroused

43. R. K. Call to James Gadsden, August 28, 1833, Call Papers. See also Call to Gadsden, August 24, 1833, and Benjamin D. Wright to Call, May 29, 1832, wherein
Wright states that “Opponents of Honest Joe are almost unanimous in the opinion that you are the only man who can beat him.”
44. Ibid.
45. Ellen Call Long perpetuated the idea in Florida Breezes; or, Florida Old and New
(Facsimile Reprint of 1883 Edition, Gainesville, 1967) that Call was always
unionist, an idea picked up by Arthur W. Thompson, Jacksonian Democracy on the
Florida Frontier (Gainesville, 1961), 6, and others.
46. Doherty, Call, 32-33.
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all over the territory, White reminded DuVal that only Congress has
a right to call a re-election. White also asked if the votes DuVal excluded “are illegal votes, or only an illegal return of legal votes.“47
Upon investigation of stationery and other expenses, White established how vigorously the governor’s office had worked for his defeat. Although many justices refused to re-open the polling places,
DuVal set up a second election anyway. Wherever the polls were reopened, White won almost unanimously. Thus, on the major issue
of the day, Floridians were able to vote three times for union, twice
in 1831 and once in 1833 to reject nullification and secession. A
toast first voiced at a public dinner for White in 1830 was still appropriate in 1833: “Florida— as impatient to break into the union,
as South Carolina is to break out.“48
Richard Keith Call stated that it was the “nullification element”
that caused his defeat in 1833, perhaps because Gadsden siphoned
votes away from Call. However, as one authority stated, it was not
nullification that beat him but Joseph M. White.49 Although White
continued to win every election he entered, he decided not to run
in 1837. Florida, like the country at large, was a one-party territory
at the time White arrived and remained so during his lifetime.50
White did not provide a base for two-party growth. And the fact
that such a successful anti-Jacksonian did not provide organizational results seems important to analyze, especially in the light of
two-party developments in other states and in Florida shortly after
his death. The explanation seems to lie in the fact that until 1832
no significant ideological differences existed between political antagonists. When differences did show up, White was closer to socalled Jacksonian democracy than were Jackson’s own spokesmen
in Florida.
No significant differences existed over slavery, religion, Masonry, tariffs, Florida banks, or the Second National Bank. No differences existed over the desirability of gaining as generous as
possible an annual dowry from the federal government. Factions
only argued who could do it better.

47. Joseph M. White to Governor William P. DuVal, July 7, 1831, Governor’s Correspondence, Box 1, Folder 3, Florida State Archives.
48. Quoted in Niles Weekly Register XXXIX (September 11, 1830), 55.
49. Sidney Walter Martin, “Richard Keith Call, Florida Territorial Leader,” Florida
Historical Quarterly 21 (April 1943): 338.
50. See William T. Cash, History of the Democratic Party in Florida (1936), 10.
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White and the Jacksonians agreed in attitudes on Indian relations. Although publicly identifying in 1823 with the Treaty of
Moultrie Creek for the political advantage it could offer,51 White
privately expressed dislike of any treaty with Indians.52 Like Jackson
and his Florida cronies, White did not understand Seminole attachment to Florida soil and their attachment to their black “vassals.” He served as a spokesman in a parlay, convinced that
Seminoles should prefer living beyond the Mississippi.53 He expected them to leave without blacks going with them. He intervened to urge Georgia troops to the border of Florida54 and to get
General Winfield Scott recalled from his command of troops in
Florida.55 Although apparently responsible for Scott’s withdrawal
from command, White privately blamed Call and Gadsden for the
botched defenses of Florida. Even so, no real ideological differences existed on questions of law and order in the face of the Second Seminole War.
White is not known to have had any significant military experience. In contrast, Call, Gadsden, and Hernandez were all military
leaders in a period noted for the emergence of the military hero as
political hero. Yet White was given the brevet title of “Colonel”
when he had been appointed the first adjutant general. In that position he had administered the oath of office to those who would
subsequently become his political opponents. The title and his advocacy of soldiers’suffrage rights helped White win the military
vote. In his demand for wide suffrage, White was closer than Jacksonians to Jackson, who had advised giving soldiers voting rights in
1822. In this and other significant ways, White was more democratic than the Florida Jacksonians.

51. Joseph M. White, “To the People of Florida,” Pensacola Gazette, June 4, 1825. By
the time of his Joseph M. White's Circular to the People of Florida (Washington,
1826), White had changed to urging Seminole removal from Florida.
52. For one example, see Delegate White to the Secretary of War, Territorial Papers,
XXIII, 864-67.
53. Ibid.
54. Joseph M. White to Governor Schley, May 14, 1836, in Executive Correspondence, Incoming, Georgia Department of Archives and History, Atlanta, Georgia.
55. White wrote to Jackson, who sent the letter through General Thomas Sidney
Jesup to Scott, with an endorsement ordering Scott to withdraw from command. See General Jesup to F. P. Blair, June 20, 1836, in Thomas Sidney Jesup
Collection, Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress. The story was retold,
with documents, in the Richmond Enquirer, September 10, 1852.
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White and the Jackson cronies who unsuccessfully ran against
him were all large plantation owners. Yet White was more on the
humanitarian side on such issues as prison reform, establishment
of an insane asylum, and especially on free public education. He espoused a much more democratic philosophy and displayed more
democratic beliefs about the political process, about response to
constituent relations, and particularly about land and ethnic politics.
White surfaced early as champion of the Spanish ethnic subculture. He differed from both Jackson and the Florida Jacksonians
on this important subject. He had been recommended by Floridians for the second legislative council as unique because so many
appointees were “strangers to the language of a great part of this
population.“56 His outstanding advocacy in land commission, Congress, and the courts of Spanish land claimants, whether of ten
acres or a million, contrasts sharply with Jackson and his cronies on
anything Spanish. He successfully urged on Congress laws to protect pre-emptors against land speculators, and tried for graduated
land prices, based upon his belief that Florida could become a land
of small farmers. He felt homesteading worthy, but argued only for
graduated prices to make land available to a “squatting, erratic race
of settlers” who populate the southern states. He urged a policy for
“converting indigent squatters into profitable producers,” feeling
assured that the pride of ownership could provide the poor a share
in the American dream.57 If, as so much literature relates, economic democracy is a handmaiden of political democracy, White,
the anti-Jacksonian, was the sincerest champion of democracy in
territorial Florida. Indeed, his transmuted Jeffersonian belief in
the small farmer extended to belief in small landholding as the secret to the earthly resurrection of man.
Sectional disputes did not divide the territory of Florida in the
1820s but when secession did erupt into prominent debate in the
1830s, White’s thinking was closer to Jackson’s than the younger
Call and other Florida Jacksonian political leaders. For this and
other reasons discussed above, Jacksonian democracy on the Florida frontier was close to the reverse of what it had seemed to be.
56. Peter Alba and Nicholas S. Parmantier to the Secretary of State, December 4,
1823, in Territorial Papers, XXII, 803-804.
57. Communication from the Delegate of Florida...Showing the Necessity for the Graduation of
Prices (Washington, 1828), 20th Congress, 1st Session, Senate Doc. 33, esp. 4-9.
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The National Republicans of 1832 are supposed to have been “precursors” of the Whigs nationally.58 But not so in Florida. White died
in 1839, before the Florida Whigs were organized.59 The Jacksonians became the Whigs in Florida. Thus, the “Jacksonian Democrats” of succeeding years were more legitimate descendants of
Joseph M. White than of the Jackson cronies who spoke in his
name.

58. National Republicans are considered “most clearly the lineal precursors of the
Whigs” in Richard C. Bain and Judith H. Parris, Convention Decisions and Voting
Records (Washington, 1973), 14n.
59. See Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., The Whigs of Florida, 1845-1854 (Gainesville, 1959)
for the organization of Florida Whigs.
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Skilled Slave Labor in Florida: 1850-1860
by CHRISTOPHER E. L INSIN

of the two weeks she had just spent in “oppression
and misery” in Florida, Mary Chestnut, the opinionated
South Carolina aristocrat, saw her trip through Fernandina to
Charleston in 1860 as a return “to the world”— her world of the civilized South.1 While Florida towns such as Fernandina did not offer
the fine cultural characteristics of Charleston, the peninsular
state— especially the five counties comprising “Middle Florida”—
was as much a part of the political, social, and economic world of
the South as was South Carolina. Like the older state, Florida became one of the first members of the Confederate States of America— ready to fight for the survival of a way of life, which included
the institution of racial slavery. Favorable geographic and climatic
conditions helped to encourage in Middle Florida what had become by 1861 an entrenched system of racial control. Beyond its
similarity to the older South, Florida had its own long tradition of
slavery which could be traced back to the Spanish colonial era.2 Because of differences in local conditions, however, there were variances in the way the institution of slavery operated in Florida as
compared to its older neighboring states. One of the most notable
differences was in the way skilled slaves were used in frontier Florida. In the older states, urban centers, such as Richmond, with its
Tredegar Iron Works, or New Orleans, with its extensive port facilities and worldwide commerce, employed large numbers of skilled
slaves who were “hired out” from their owners and whose work
RITING

Christopher E. Linsin is a doctoral student at Florida State University. He would
like to thank Joe M. Richardson for his assistance in this project and the Tallahassee Museum for a grant in support of the research.
1. C. Vann Woodward (editor), Mary Chestnut’s Civil War (New Haven, 1981), 3.
2. Thelma Bates, “The Legal Status of the Negro in Florida,” Florida Historical
Quarterly 6 (January 1928): 160; Edwin L. Williams, Jr., “Negro Slavery in Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly 28 (October 1949): 93; Larry E. Rivers, “Slavery
and the Political Economy of Gadsden County, Florida: 1823-1861,” Florida Historical Quarterly 70 (July 1991): 3.
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experiences differed greatly from that of slaves on the plantations.3
Except for the cotton port of Apalachicola and the thriving river
town of Jacksonville, Florida was still largely a rural, agricultural
state where plantations were the focal points of economic production and social life.4 Nevertheless, skilled black slaves contributed
in important ways to the development of Florida— both before and
after the Civil War. Black carpenters, blacksmiths, cooks, domestic
servants, and midwives, among others, added immeasurably to the
mosaic that was Florida. But, during the 1850s, when cotton was
highly profitable, Middle Florida planters found it more advantageous to work their male slaves, whether skilled or not, in the field.
Work which had often been performed by skilled male slaves was
increasingly left to white workers. This was not the case, however,
with women— and a few of the men— who continued to be highly
valued by Florida slaveholders as domestic servants.
Whether they were used as skilled workers or field hands, there
was additional ambivalence on the part of owners toward their
slaves. The bonded servants were above all property, and their
treatment reflected that reality.5 Valuable as property as well as laborers in the prevailing economic system, slaves existed in a complex paternalistic context. Slave-holding Middle Floridians
continually affirmed their duty and patrimony, declaring that their
work involved more than mere economic considerations. Their paternalistic actions were a civilizing function— or so they maintained. 6

3. See Eugene D. Genovese, From Rebellion to Revolution: Afro-American Slave Revolts
in the Making of the Modern World (Baton Rouge, 1979), 27, 86, Elizabeth FoxGenovese, Within The Plantation Household: Black and White Women of the Old South
(Chapel Hill, 1988), 70; Jerrell H. Shofner, History of Jefferson County, Florida (Tallahassee, 1976), 122-23.
4. On the cotton trade in Apalachicola see Lynn Willoughby Fair to Middlin’: The
Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley (Tuscaloosa,
1993).
5. Comte de Castelnau, “Essay on Middle Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly 26
(January 1948): 220; James T. O’Neill Papers, “Correspondence: 1860-1867,”
box 4, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
6. Regarding the notion of slavery emerging as a school of civilization, see Ulrich
Bonnell Phillips, American Negro Slavery (1919; reprint, Baton Rouge, 1989); Caroline Mays Brevard, A History of Florida: From the Treaty of 1763 to Our Present
Times, Volume 2 (Deland, 1925), 221, 223-24; Ellen Call Long, Florida Breezes; or,
Florida, New and Old (1883; reprint, Gainesville, 1962), 65; Southern Cultivator 12
(August 1854): 233-35, and 16 (September 1858): 368.
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Most of Florida’s slave population was concentrated in five
counties comprising Middle Florida. These counties— Jackson,
Gadsden, Leon, Jefferson, and Madison, all organized between
1822 and 1827— held about two-thirds of antebellum Florida’s total
population by 1830, including most of the slaves.7 Of the five counties, Leon had the largest number of slaves, more than 8,100 in the
1850s. Most were the property of a few large owners.8
With its slave culture and cotton production system, Middle
Florida dominated the state’s political, economic, and social life.
Ambitious Americans, mostly from the older southern states and
seeking inexpensive, fertile land, began moving into Middle Florida early in the territorial period.9 In 1824, the Marquis de Lafayette was offered a township of free land as partial reward for his
services in the American Revolution. His friend Richard Keith Call
advised him to select his land in Middle Florida.10 Although he
could have chosen his land wherever he wished, Lafayette followed
Call’s advice.
One of the most serious hardships facing enterprising individuals seeking to raise crops on a large scale in Middle Florida was
the labor shortage. Planters such as Benjamin Chaires of Leon
County found the area suited to working large numbers of slaves in
the production of cotton. 11 But there were few slaves for purchase
in Florida; most had arrived with their masters from older states.12
Although it took some time, through natural increase, illegal importation, the domestic slave trade, and the importation by immigrating owners from other states such as Benjamin Chaires, Middle
Florida slavery had become institutionalized and was thriving by

7. William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (1913; reprint,
Gainesville, 1964), 17.
8. Other county slave populations at the time were: Jefferson, 5,816; Gadsden,
4,193; Jackson, 4,297; and Madison, 3364. Florida State Archives, Record Group
350, Series 28, Comptroller’s Tax Records, boxes 40, 60, 66, 72, 73, 81.
9. Larry E. Rivers, “Slavery in Microcosm: Leon County, Florida, 1824 to 1860,”
Journal of Negro History 66 (Fall 1981): 236 and “‘Dignity and Importance’: Slavery in Jefferson County Florida— 1827 to 1860,” Florida Historical Quarterly 61
(April 1983): 406.
10. Charlton W. Tebeau, A History of Florida (Coral Gables, 1971), 135-36.
11. Chaires owned 107 slaves as early as 1829. FSA, RG 28350, Series 28, box 72.
12. Rivers, “‘Dignity and Importance,‘” 405, “Slavery in Microcosm,” 231; Julia
Floyd Smith, Slavery and Plantation Growth in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1860
(Gainesville, 1973), 5.
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1861.13 Just as in the older sections of the South since colonial
times, the ownership of land and slaves was significant in determining social, political, and economic status of white Floridians.14
The historiography of slavery has correctly portrayed a system
that encompassed a high degree of labor specialization: carpenters, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, cobblers, weavers, seamstresses,
house servants, cooks, and valets. Florida had its share of skilled
bondsmen. Listed among the personal property of Jefferson
County slaveholder Eldridge Simkins, for example, were Adam, a
carpenter, and Nero, a blacksmith.15 Slaves such as Adam and Nero
emerged from slavery with what Eugene Genovese has identified as
a “much wider experience than their masters usually realized or
had intended.“16 While slaveholders benefited from the training
these people received, so did the slaves. According to Randall W.
Miller:
[wise] planters never relaxed their search for talent
among the slaves. The winnowing process of the well-arranged southern plantation sorted out the ambitious, intelligent, and proficient from the dull and the weak, and
recruited the former for positions of trust and responsibility. These privileged slave-artisans, house servants, and
drivers served as intermediaries between the planters and
the rest of the slave community, they exercised varying degrees of power, they learned vital skills of survival in a complex, hostile world.
But such slaves also constituted a potential threat. By working
more closely with the masters than ordinary field hands did, some
became adept at reading the masters’weaknesses. Many of these
bondsmen— notably, seamstresses, cobblers, mechanics, or carpenters— were held in high esteem by their peers in the quarter com13. Frances J. Stafford, “Illegal Importation: Enforcement of the Slave Trade Laws
Along the Florida Coast, 1810-1828,” Florida Historical Quarterly 46 (October
1967): 124-33; Rivers, “Slavery in Microcosm,” 237; Smith, Slave and Plantation
Growth, 27.
14. Rivers, “Gadsden County,” 47, “‘Dignity and Importance,“’ 408-10, and “Slavery
or Crops,” 239.
15. Florida State Archives, Jefferson County Probate Records, Reel 4, Will of Eldridge Simkins, “Inventories, Appraisements, and Accounts of Sale.”
16. Eugene D. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New York,
1974), 367.
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munities. But many house servants and drivers were not. Slaves
linked so closely to the masters probably seemed, in the minds of
many other slaves, to have divided, or at the least, mixed loyalties.
The Florida record brims with evidence of skilled rural slaves
who exercised a high degree of autonomy. Winston Stephens of
Welaka, Florida, relied heavily on his head slave, Burrel. Assigned
important tasks requiring responsible, often independent, behavior, Burrel kept Stephens’small East Florida plantation operating
while Stephens fought in the Civil War.18 He hauled cotton to market, negotiated corn prices, and served as a personal liaison between Stephens and his future wife, Octavia Bryant. After Stephens
died in battle, Octavia Bryant Stephens moved to stay with relatives
near Thomasville, Georgia. While she resided there, Burrel continued his services for the young Mrs. Stephens. Other slaves in Middle Florida worked in such diverse occupations as gardeners and
purchasing agents, as well as overseers.19 In short, skilled slaves
managed to forge an identity for themselves within a system that
sought the opposite. By learning a skill that often allowed them a
good deal of autonomous action, slaves threatened to erode the
wall of separation between the institution of slavery and the free
world beyond— a reality not lost upon some masters. As South Carolinian J. H. Hammond warned in 1850, the danger of allowing
slaves to become skilled reflected the very real possibility that the
slave could become “more than half free.“20 The sense of worth and
self-esteem to be derived from learning a craft threatened the foundations of the peculiar institution.
The decade of the 1850s in Middle Florida witnessed a decline
in the use of skilled slaves by planters— a decline indicative of the
entire cotton-growing region. As slave prices continued their
steady rise, and as the production of staple cotton remained a profitable enterprise, most Middle Florida planters sought to use their
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17. Randall Miller, ed., “Dear Master”: Letter of a Slave Family (Ithaca, 1978), 139;
John W. Blassingame, The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the Antebellum South
(New York, 1979), 311.
18. “Ledger,” Box 2b, Folder 2, Bryant-Stephens Papers, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
19. Winston Stephens to Octavia Bryant Stephens, November 15, 1962, Box lA,
Folder 3, Bryant-Stephens Papers; Susan Bradford Eppes, Through Some Eventful
Years (Macon, 1926), 162-63, and The Negro of the Old South (Chicago, 1925), 2839; and George P. Rawick, ed., The Amencan Slave: A Composite Autobiography, Volume 17, Florida Narratives (Westport, CT, 1972), 300.
20. De Bow’s Review 8 (June, 1850), 518.

Published by STARS, 1996

73

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 75 [1996], No. 2, Art. 1
F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY
188
slaves, skilled or otherwise, in field work.2l Eugene Genovese has argued that slave craftsmen were in decline by 1860 throughout the
South because of “the decreasing opportunities which accompanied increased reliance by the plantations on the products of
northern industry, and secondarily, in the discriminatory [labor]
pressures arising in the southern cities and towns.“22
Improved transportation and increased reliance on staple production prompted planters to purchase goods of northern manufacturers and to employ the labor of white craftsmen instead of
skilled slaves. Richard C. Wade agreed that by 1860 skilled slaves
were being used less in the cities. But he argued that this decision
made by urban slave owners had little, if anything, to do with economic motives.23 The decision to limit the use of skilled male slaves
in the South’s cities and towns, Wade argued, reflected the aim of
white social control, that is, control over what was seen as a restive
segment of southern society. In effect, Wade agreed with Herbert
Aptheker that whites lived in constant fear of slave uprisings— especially in urban areas where it was believed a more fertile ground for
revolt existed. Similar sentiments prevailed in rural Middle Florida,
along with a growing concern over the dissemination of abolitionist literature.24
In Middle Florida there is some evidence that supports Genovese’s contention. A number of Middle Florida planters chose to
farm out their blacksmith, cobbler, or wheelwright work, while
keeping the bulk of their male slaves laboring as field hands. But
their reasons were economic rather than social apprehension. This
does not suggest that there were no skilled slaves in Middle Florida
in the 1850s. On the contrary, they were there in sizable numbers
and the historical record attests to their contributions within the
25
plantation system. Male slaves in antebellum Middle Florida, as
one white overseer wrote, were kept busy

21. Rivers, “Slavery in Microcosm,” 241, “Gadsden County,” 11, and “‘Dignity and
Importance,‘” 416-17.
22. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, 398.
23. Richard C. Wade, Slavery in the Cities: The South, 1820-1860 (New York, 1964),
244-45.
24. Herbert Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts (1943; reprint, New York, 1987);
Rivers, “‘Dignity and Importance,“’ 413-15; Jonathan Walker, American Chattelized Humanity (Boston, 1847).
25. Ulrich B. Phillips and James David Glunt, eds., Florida Plantation Records from the
Papers of George Noble Jones (St. Louis, 1972), 207-328.
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beuilding, repareing, making coffins and gates, repareing
plowstocks and plows, hewing logs, working on the gin
house, repareing wagons, working on stables, getting sills
for Negro houses, repareing cart wheels, making looms,
and rebeuilding corn cribs.26
Slave women engaged in spinning, weaving, cooking, sewing, and
household work. Slave children, especially girls, were trained for
personal service as chamber maids and attendants.27 Despite the
availability of such slaves, economic concerns drove some Middle
Florida masters to hire white craftsmen to perform the tasks which
male slaves working in the fields no longer could.28
Middle Florida planters hired out their slaves— both skilled
and unskilled. Even though male slaves remained highly valued as
field hands and as skilled craftsmen, many female slaves remained
locked in domestic service. Presaging New South developments
whereby black women found ready employment as house servants,
numerous black males during the 1850s saw their skills squandered. An examination of the 1870 Gadsden County census revealed 128 black females engaged in domestic service and 53 black
males working in a variety of skilled positions— as carpenters,
wheelwrights, teamsters, blacksmiths, and in domestic service.29
Black men were also employed on Florida’s railroads in the postwar years, with 151 in Gadsden County alone. While the great majority of these freed people worked as farm laborers, the concentration of women working as domestics, as opposed to other skilled
fields, fits the antebellum pattern. After emancipation, skilled male
slaves throughout Florida proved their vital significance. Few
whites possessed the skills of black carpenters, mechanics, or blacksmiths. But by 1900, as more Florida blacks became urbanized and
26. Phillips and Glunt, Florida Plantation Records, 207-328.
27. Fox-Genovese, Plantation Household, 152-53; Murat, North America, 99; Florida
State Archives, Leon County Probate Records, Reel 1, Will of C. Summersett,
Richard Whitaker, and James Warring, Jackson County Probate Records, Reel 4,
Will of John Pratt, Madison County Probate Records, Reel 1, Will of William
Taylor, Gadsden County Probate Records, Reel 8, Wills of J. Gregory and Caroline Kyle.
28. Bills, September 15, 1853, and December 2, 1852, Box 513, Folder 8, Hollingsworth Papers, Strozier Library Special Collections, Florida State Library, Tallahassee.
29. Joe M. Richardson, The Negro in the Reconstruction of Florida, 1865-1877 (Tallahassee, 1965), 66-69.
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as white racism was augmented by the idea of Social Darwinism,
black craftsmen faced circumscribed economic opportunities.
Slave men remained too valuable as field hands to be used in
many other situations. And the alternatives offered by the white
southern labor force— especially in urban areas— allowed slave
holders to keep their male slaves at work on staple production. But
not all male slaves worked in cotton production. A number of them
worked in saw mills.30 Similar employment patterns can be found in
Jackson, Jefferson, and Leon counties. M. M. Neel worked nine
slaves in his Jackson County saw mill, while John S. Brett employed
17 in his. In Jefferson County, Adam Wyrick worked his slaves in a
saw mill as did Robert Lavenden in Leon County.31
Slave women who worked as domestics were often valued for
their capabilities. 32 They remained in houses as cooks, as chambermaids, and as servants and attendants.33 While slave women also labored in the fields, skilled domestic service remained essentially
gender-specific. A skilled house slave, Lucy, owned by James M. Wilson, was highly valued for her domestic talents. In Jackson County,
slave holders such as W. P. Barnes, Elizabeth Henry, and John Pratt
all placed high premiums on their skilled female slaves. A similar
situation existed in Gadsden County in the cases of owners Caroline Kyle, William MacCulviry, and J. Gregory. While male slaves remained valuable for their work as field hands, the females
commanded values comparable to, and sometimes surpassing,
those of male slaves.34

30. Florida State Archives, Comptroller’s Tax Rolls, Box 81.
31. Ibid., Boxes 60, 66, and 73.
32. Uncatalogued Slave Papers, bill of sale, January 3, 1863, Black Archives, Florida
A & M University, Tallahassee; Florida State Archives, Jackson County Probate
Records, Reel 4, estate of John Pratt, Gadsden Count Probate Records, Reel 8,
estate of James P. Hargrove; Listing of Slaves (n/d), Box 509, Folder 5, Winthrop Papers, Strozier Library, Florida State University, Tallahassee; Jerrell H.
Shofner, Jackson County, Florida: A History (Marianna, 1985), 148.
33. Uncatalogued Slave Papers, estate of Jesse Wills, and list of slaves hired out by
George A. Croom, Black Archives, Florida A & M University; Florida State
Archives, Jackson County Probate Records, Reel 4, Wills of Edwin Whitehead,
Richard Shackleford, George Brett, John Smith, and Elizabeth Henry; Gadsden
County Probate Records, Reel 8, Will of Shepard Adams; Madison County Probate Records, Reel 1, Will of William Taylor.
34. Florida State Archives, Madison County Probate Records, Reel 1, Will of William Taylor; Jackson County Probate Records, Reel 4, Wills of W. P. Barnes, Elizabeth Henry, and John Pratt; Gadsden County Probate Records, Wills of
Caroline Kyle, William MacCulviry, and J. Gregory
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In most cases, skilled house slaves worked under the close scrutiny of the masters and mistresses.35 Some of them worked in sewing, spinning, and weaving groups. According to one owner, slave
women engaged in sewing came under a good deal of scrutiny:

[E]very garment was cut under the supervision of the mistress, and the seamstresses, eight in number, filled their
baskets with the many bundles and brought them back
ready to wear; this was repeated week after week, year in
and year out.36
While close scrutiny did exist in such situations, groups of seamstresses often benefited from an experienced older slave who
passed her skills on to the young. White women also benefited. After freedom, when emancipated men and women left the plantations, white women were forced to assume for themselves tasks
formerly undertaken by the slaves.37 The experience gained from
their skilled domestics then proved a valuable asset.
Whether they worked as cooks, nurses (actually child-care),
chambermaids, or personal servants, slave women also benefited
by acquiring skills that enhanced their status and labor value in the
closing decades of the 19th century. While black men ultimately
faced dwindling employment opportunities during these decades,
black women saw their employment potential enhanced well into
the 20th century.38 But there was also an adverse side. Black women
became typecast as domestic servants— often unable to break free
of their restricted economic status.
Middle Florida planters were generous in providing personal
attendants for family members. According to probate records, they
frequently willed “slave girls” to be used as attendants for their children. Males were sometimes included. In 1846 Margaret Cotton of
Leon County left her son, Frederick, “one slave boy aged six” to be

35. John W. Blassingame, ed., Slave Testimony: Two Centuries of Letters, Speeches, Interviews, and Autobiographies (Baton Rouge, 1977); Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, 328;
Wade, Slavery in the Cities, 55; and Eppes, Negro of the Old South, 5-6.
36. Eppes, Negro of the Old South, 5-6.
37. Eppes, Through Some Eventful Years, 162; Phillips and Glunt, Florida Plantation
Records, 562-71; Rawick, Florida Narratives, 137, 158; Fox-Genovese, Plantation
Household, 137; and Shofner, Jefferson County, 132.
38. Eppes, Negro of the Old South, 7-17, 64-72; Rawick, Florida Narratives, 94, 347; and
Phillips and Glunt, Florida Plantation Records, 207-328.
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trained as a valet.39 But despite a few such cases, most personal attendants were women. For a number of reasons, slave women were
considered more suitable for household service than men. Their
cooking talents, their dependable service as nursemaids, and the
value accorded to their service by white women tended to favor
them over men for such service. But, perhaps most important of
all, there were the fields. While some men worked as butlers,
coachmen, footmen, and valets, most were needed for field work.
Reflecting what Kenneth Stampp called “troublesome property,” some female slaves were temperamentally unsuited to household work. Complaining of one such individual, the mistress of
Bradford plantation just north of Tallahassee wrote her daughter,
Susan Bradford Eppes, that
I have a great deal of trouble with Emeline. She is so lazy—
and when she used all my cologne and searches my drawers. . . . She [also] ruined a brown linen cover. I will send
her to jail to be whipped if she does not alter her course
soon.40
But, according to a subsequent letter, the problem with Emeline
was resolved. It was decided that the recalcitrant slave would be
hired out to some unsuspecting town woman to be trained as a
laundress. One other owner was willing to use this remedy should
the need arise. John Parkhill in his will instructed his wife, Lucy, to
keep her house servants. But he also added that should any of them
“behave badly,” they could be replaced through the plantation supply or hired out.41
Despite these examples, hiring out as a disciplinary matter was
exceptional. Economic considerations usually motivated the widespread practice throughout antebellum Middle Florida. And those
most often hired out possessed skills which made them marketable.

39. Florida State Archives, Leon County Probate Records, Reel 1, Wills of Margaret
Cotton, Richard Whitaker, James Warring, and C. Summersett.
40. Mother to Susan Bradford Eppes, n/d, Pine Hill Plantation Records, Folder 2,
Strozier Library Florida State University, Tallahassee; Kenneth M. Stampp, The
Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Antebellum South (1956; reprint, New York,
1984), Chapter 3.
41. Florida State Archives, Leon County Probate Records, Reel 1, Will of John
Parkhill.
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White blacksmiths, carpenters, or brickmasons, struggling to
improve their material situations in an economy dominated by staple cotton production, often resorted to leasing a slave as an assistant. The usual rate of hire spanned a year at about $100 or $120.
The person hiring the slave remained responsible for providing
material requirements in addition to agreeing that the hired slave
would not be engaged in work that could prove damaging to the
owner’s investment. The Kilcrease estate in Gadsden County, a
large entity with 150 slaves, hired from James Gilcrist a skilled slave
woman, ostensibly for domestic service, at the rate of $100 per year
in 1859. In 1857 James W. Strange hired out a skilled slave girl at
the rate of $120.42 According to Julia Floyd Smith, hiring out “was
common practice throughout the plantation belt,” but slaves were
also used as collateral for loans, extensions of credit, and assets to
obtain cash. The Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company extended L. Rawls of Gadsden County a line of credit based upon his
slave property.43 Adamant defender of slavery and inept financial
manager, Achille Murat, found it necessary on several occasions to
mortgage his slaves.44
Giving “hiring out” an urban cast, Frederick Bancroft qualified
the phenomenon as a “restricted kind of slave-trading. . . common
in all Southern States.“45 At times hyperbolic, Bancroft suggested
that “many thousands” of slaves were hired as domestic servants in
urban areas. He also maintained that most persons who hired
skilled house slaves, as well as mechanics and blacksmiths, did so
because purchase was beyond their means.46 Genovese has argued
that small farmers and overseers contributed to this fluid labor supply by hiring out the few slaves they owned.47 John Evans, an overseer for George Noble Jones in Jefferson County, did precisely this
while seeking another year’s appointment as overseer. In order to
extricate himself from a financial mire, Evans declared that he had
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42. Florida State Archives, Gadsden County Probate Records, Reel 8, Wills of James
Gilcrist and James W. Strange.
43. Julia F. Smith, “Slavetrading in Antebellum Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly
50 (January 1972): 259; Listing of slaves belonging to L. Rawls, Uncatalogued
Slave Papers, Black Archives, Florida A & M University, Tallahassee.
44. Florida State Archives, Florida Collection, Murat Personal Papers, Series 1,
Folder 1, 1834 mortgage agreement with Union Bank, 1838 agreement with
Union Bank, and 1839 agreement with James Gadsden.
45. Frederick Bancroft, Slave Trading in the Old South (New York, 1931), 145.
46. Ibid., 146.
47. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, 391.
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“come to the Conclusion to heir out my Negroes another year and
go to overseeing again.“48
While skilled slaves were those most frequently hired out, ordinary laborers were sometimes rented out in the same fashion.49 Although slave women were usually assigned to the tasks for which
they were hired, slave men faced a different situation. Ostensibly
hired for their talents, some found that their skills were needed for
only short terms. After fulfilling those short-term obligations, they
were then employed as field hands. Jerrell Shofner has suggested
that many of the larger plantations in Jefferson County had skilled
blacksmiths, carpenters, or bricklayers. In addition, these plantations also had their share of semi-skilled grist mill and saw mill
workers. Any of these slaves could be hired out on a temporary basis, and often were.50
The historical record for Florida in the 1850s is filled with references to “hiring out.” The hire of Jim, a slave owned by Winston
Stephens of Welaka, to N. M. Bradley showed that the practice extended beyond Middle Florida. Agreeing to provide for the hired
slave from February 13, 1859, until February 13, 1860, Bradley also
promised to pay Stephens $l08.51 Usually the disposition of slave
property followed a path similar to the one employed by W. H.
Clark of Savannah, Georgia, in his correspondence with James T.
Ormond, a Fernandina lawyer. Regarding the disposition of a plantation in Georgia along with its slaves, Clark advised Ormond either to sell or to hire the latter out. Green Chaires of Leon County
offered a similar suggestion about slaves inherited by Ormond’s
wife, Elizabeth, the daughter of G. H. Chaires.52
There were few free blacks in Middle Florida in the 1850s. In
any given year, no more than three or four “free men of color”
(identified later in the decade as “free negroes or mulattos”) resided in any of the Middle Florida counties, with the exception of
Leon where 12 “free men of color” lived in 1854. While specified

48. Phillips and Glunt, Florida Plantation Records, 166, 169.
49. Rivers, “Gadsden County,” 14, “Slavery in Microcosm,” 241, and “‘Dignity and
Importance,“’ 417-20.
50. Shofner, Jefferson County, 130.
51. IOU pertaining to the hire of Jim, February 13, 1859, Box 3, Bryant-Stephens
Papers, P. K. Yong Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
52. G. W. Call to James Ormond, n/d, 1856-1859 Correspondence, Box 4, and
Green Chaires to James Ormond, March 19, 1859, Box 2, Ormond Papers, P. K
Yonge Library of Florida History.
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free individuals undoubtedly made important contributions to the
web of life, with so few residing in the area, it is unlikely that their
roles were decisive in the skilled trades.53
John Hollingsworth provided in his will that specified slave
women were to be left in trust for his children.54 It is likely that
these slaves would have been hired out in order to satisfy the demands set forth in Hollingsworth’s will. Dorothy Parish of Leon
County, in designating Theodore Turnbull executor of her will, authorized him to discharge her debt in any way he deemed necessary, including the hiring out of her slaves.55 Hamilton Hudson, of
the same county, charged his executors with the task of eliminating
his debt by means of hiring out his man servant, Robert.56
Larry Rivers has written that Middle Florida slaves were sometimes hired out for periods of less than a year. Rates of monthly
hire averaged about 20 dollars, sometimes rising as high as 25 dollars.57 Railroads during the 1850s were frequently in need of groups
of construction workers on short terms. G. W. Call of the Florida
Railroad Company sent James T. Ormond a note in 1859 confirming the temporary hire of “a group of Negroes at $20 a month to be
returned in good health and not involved in dangerous work.“58
It seems clear that hiring out filled a variety of needs. For Florida’s owners of skilled slaves, hiring out provided a source of additional income on their considerable capital investments. Slave
hiring also allowed some to rid themselves of the woes often associated with “a troublesome property.” Petty-bourgeois white craftsmen benefited from the practice by obtaining vital, yet often
temporary, labor. Overseers such as John Evans of El Destino
reaped the benefits of slave hiring as it allowed such small slave
holders the opportunity to invest their capital in slaves while simul-

53. Florida State Archives, RG 350, Series 28, Comptroller’s Tax Records, Boxes 40,
60, 66, 73, and 81. For information about free blacks in Leon County, see Lee
H. Warner, Free Men in the Age of Servitude: Three Generations of a Black Family (Lexington, KY 1992).
54. Will of John Hollingsworth, Box 513, Folder 7, Hollingsworth Papers, Strozier
Library, Florida State University, Tallahassee.
55. Florida State Archives, Leon County Probate Records, Reel 1, Will of Dorothy
Parish.
56. Ibid., Will of Hamilton Hudson.
57. Rivers, “‘Dignity and Importance,‘” 418, and “Gadsden County,” 15.
58. Memo for hire of six slaves, 1860, Legal Documents, 1841-1874, James T.
O’Neill Papers; G. W. Call to James Ormond, c.1859, 1856-1859 Correspondence, Box 4, Ormond Papers, P. K. Yonge Library.
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taneously pursuing other economic ventures. Hiring of slaves also
benefited rural and urban whites seeking trained house servants,
attendants, and valets. The practice additionally served as a means
of providing for loved ones in the wake of death.
But not all defenders of slavery appreciated the practice. Some
whites feared that it would endow slaves with too much independence, and thereby confidence. And with highly-skilled slaves being allowed in some instances the right to negotiate their own
terms of hire, the concern over black autonomy assumed an ever
more virulent cast. But, despite such concerns, hiring of slaves met
the needs of many white owners.59
Skilled slaves made numerous, significant contributions to the
tapestry of southern culture. Slave carpenters, blacksmiths, cooks,
domestics, and overseers built houses, repaired machinery, tended
livestock, directed the harvest, negotiated corn prices, encouraged
the development of a distinctive southern cuisine, and cared for
generations of white children. Whether employed in the big
houses, the fields, the shops, or elsewhere, skilled slaves were integral to Middle Florida’s economy and society in the 1850s.

59. Wade, Slavery in the Cities, especially chapters six and eight; Southern Cultivator,
12 (April 1854): 105-107, and 16 (June 1858): 378.
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Jose Marti in the United States: The Florida Experience, by Louis A. Perez,

Jr. (Tempe: ASU Center for Latin American Studies, 1995. x,
114 pp. Preface, introduction, illustrations, endnotes, references and bibliographies. $25.00.)
This slender volume consists of 10 essays originally presented
as papers at a 1992 conference in Tampa on the theme “Jose Marti
in Florida— Florida in Jose Marti.”
The material ranges from eloquent to impenetrable. It covers
every aspect of the Cuban martyr’s efforts in Florida to wrest his
homeland from Spanish rule in the 1890s.
And it is worth tackling if you have any interest in Marti, an intriguing, charismatic figure who sparked the revolution that eventually brought U.S. intervention in what we call the SpanishAmerica War.
During his long exile in the United States (1880-1895), Marti
gained inspiration from the Cuban cigar makers in Florida and, in
turn, he inspired them.
Marti was not a prototype firebrand. As the recently deceased
novelist Jose Yglesias pointed out in his comments, the native of
Havana was:
“. . . a brave, uncomplaining young rebel, though the jailing he suffered broke his health; a loving father to his little
son; a father to his nation (the very idea of Cuba being a
nation seems his); a ground-breaking poet; a great journalist; a superb prose stylist; an unexcelled organizer and
teacher; an utterly sincere and honest and forthright
friend and correspondent. . .”
Hyperbole? Perhaps, but Marti elicited that sort of emotion from
his followers and from many of those who have analyzed and researched his life.
This book examines the interplay between Marti and the Cuban exiles who had migrated to Florida after earlier efforts to
loosen the yoke of Spanish rule on their home island had failed.

[197]
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Conference organizer Perez lays the groundwork with a cogent
narrative essay that points up the relationship: “He [Marti] organized them politically; they shaped him ideologically. He provided the
means [to build a revolutionary movement]; they defined the end.”
Perez relates how an invitation from the Ignacio Agramonte
Patriotic Club of Tampa in 1891 brought Marti from New York City
to Tampa’s Ybor City and essentially lit the fuse that ignited the
fighting in Cuba four years later.
(Unaccountably, an introductory preface by K. Lynn Stoner
and Diana Abad gives the impression that Agramonte was an individual in Tampa rather than a hero of the 10-Year War. It also misspells the cigar-making community name as “Ibor” City.)
Other essays include a look at Marti’s cultivation of women and
Afro-Cuban supporters in Ybor City; how the Cuban Patriotic
League of Tampa became submerged in the Cuban Revolutionary
Party; and Marti’s views on Cuban independence in relation to the
United States’ economic, political and social agenda of that period.
Two papers dealing with Marti’s writing were beyond me. Wading through prose like this— “The exemplary life of an individual
metonymically became a site for formulating the image of the desired collective being”— was just too much for my limited intellect.
One article differs from the rest in that it focuses on Marti
City— an all-Cuban cigar making community that sprang up west of
downtown Ocala in the late 1880s. The revolutionary leader made
two visits there in 1892.
In his climactic essay, Yglesias appeals for a greater role in
American history for Marti. “. . . he is a man whose time among us
must be better known by Americans,” he writes. This book should
help to achieve that goal.
The Tampa Tribune

L ELAND H AWES

Florida‘s Pioneer Naturalist: The Life of Charles Torrey Simpson. By Eliz-

abeth Ogren Rothra. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
1995. xv, 232 pp. Preface, introduction, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95.)

Much of the history of south Florida since statehood involves
human clearing, cutting and draining an often frightening, unknown wilderness and transforming it into agricultural use or a

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1

84

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 75, Number 2

B OOK R EVIEWS

199

comfortable place in the sun. It is today a region where most inhabitants are recent settlers who learn of its past and present environmental destruction through two-minute segments on the local
television news or, perhaps, from popular, environmentally-conscious novelists such as John D. MacDonald and Carl Hiaasen.
Many important books on the early natural history of the state are
out-of-print and not readily available. The books of Charles Torrey
Simpson (In Lower Florida Wilds, Out of Doors in Florida and Florida
Wild Life) are examples.
Simpson (1846-1932), a largely self-educated and self-trained
scholar and explorer, made significant contributions to our understanding of mollusks, tropical botany and horticulture, and diverse
aspects of south Florida’s natural history. Elizabeth Ogren Rothra’s
biography of Simpson, entitled Florida’s Pioneer Naturalist, is a
highly readable, carefully researched book on Simpson’s life. Simpson, like so many Florida visitors who followed, became enamored with the state and decided to forsake the wintry north in favor
of warmth and sunshine. Rothra leads us through his first period of
Florida residency (1881-1885) near Sarasota, where Simpson and
pioneer nurseryman Pliny Reasoner set out to explore much of
south Florida’s wild areas, motivated by a mixture of scientific curiosity and economic need. Simpson reluctantly left Florida in 1886.
For 13 years (1890-1902) he was employed in the Smithsonian Institution’s Department of Mollusks. His activities and publications
during those years did much to strengthen his reputation as a shell
expert, or malacologist, although his lack of formal education often left him an outsider in some scientific circles.
In 1902, he retired to live on 15 acres near Biscayne Bay and
for the next 30 years became a recognized authority on tropical
horticulture and natural history. His unique design-with-nature
house and gardens became a gathering point for scientists, educators, and a curious public. In his later years, he also promoted national park status for the Everglades.
Simpson was no armchair biologist, but an experienced field
investigator who endured numerous illnesses and hardships during his travels. His field observations on south Florida’s natural history, whether of his beloved tree snails or royal palms, are an
important historical record of the region’s rapidly changing environment.
Although Simpson is the focus of the book, through him Rothra introduces us to other prominent scientists working in south
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Florida, such as David Fairchild and John Kunkel Small. The
reader gains an appreciation not only for Simpson but also for the
prevailing world view among natural historians and horticulturists
during the late 19th and early 20th century. Simpson’s pleas for restraint in destroying Florida’s natural areas sound much like those
of today’s naturalists and ecologists; both are dim echoes against
the clamor of development.
Florida’s Pioneer Naturalist is an outstanding portrayal of an important field naturalist witnessing the changing environment of
south Florida. Although the book will surely be of interest to historians, horticulturists and malacologists, the real strength of the
book is the clear, straightforward style that makes it accessible and
fascinating to the general reader. The tone of the book is objective
and non-emotional, yet involved; perhaps for that reason it is difficult to read the passages describing primeval nature in south Florida without feeling a deep sense of loss.
The book deserves a wide audience. A lower-priced paperback
edition might increase circulation. An ardent environmentalist
might suggest that this book be recommended reading for any
south Florida resident, as well as any new residents as they move
into the state.
University of Idaho
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources

D ENNIS L. S CARNECCHIA

Panic In Paradise: Florida’s Banking Crash of 1926. By Raymond B.

Vickers. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1994. xviii,
313 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, notes, bibliography, index,
about the author. $34.95.)

Working from a recently opened cache of bank records that
government officials had sealed in 1931, Raymond B. Vickers has
constructed a revisionist’s account of the banking crisis that shook
Florida during the 1920s. In doing so, he challenges the conventional view of Charlton W. Tebeau and others, that a collapse in
Florida land values at mid-decade spawned a regional recession,
which in turn caused the banking crash of 1926. Instead, more
than 90 percent of the banks that failed during the period, Vickers
argues, resulted from extensive insider abuses, conscious conspiracy to bilk the public, or both. To be sure, besides looting the banks
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they pledged to protect, insiders, Vickers claims, “tried to get rich
by wildly speculating with depositors’ money and when their
schemes failed so did their banks” (5).
Vickers’ central thesis is that the bank regulatory system needs
a radical renovation based on disclosure rather than secrecy. Today’s “secret regulatory system,” he charges, is a sham that caused
the recent savings and loan debacle. Vickers thus advocates a banking-in-the-sunshine law mandating full disclosure for financial institutions, their officers, and regulatory agencies. If enacted, such
reform would provide an effective way for the public to regulate its
banking system and, according to Vickers, prevent a banking crisis
in the future.
To support his case, Vickers unsnarls a web of deceit in the
1920s that involved bankers, promoters, regulators, and politicians
and reached upward to include Vice President Charles G. Dawes.
By 1926, for example, conspirator James R. Anthony had become a
prominent banker in Florida by adept use of money and politics.
Anthony’s connections with comptrollers Ernest Amos and William
V. Knott, enabled him to build an empire of 61 banks with deposits
in excess of $120 million. Purportedly, he wielded so much influence that his banks could ignore the banking laws of Florida with
impunity. And since both comptrollers endorsed dozens of charters for Anthony, “the likelihood of a banking catastrophe increased with the opening of each new bank” (39). That, Vickers
asserts, explains why Florida bank assets fell more than $300 million in 1926 during the initial phase of the crisis. But it also supposedly answers why they declined from $943 million to $375 million
between 1926 and 1929.
While Vickers deserves praise for uncovering an impressive array of untapped documents, his source material outshines his analysis. As Steven Horwitz has noted, Vickers’ book eschews monetary
theory and ignores the economics literature that deals specifically
with fractional reserve banking and bank runs. Moreover, he omits
a general discussion of how banks create credit and money. Therefore he fails to elaborate what factors could have influenced the
supply of money in Florida during the 1920s. Since this journal is
not a proper forum for a lengthy discourse on monetarism, suffice
it to say the insider abuses and criminal conspiracies that Vickers
exposes in Panic in Paradise caused neither the land boom nor its
collapse. Rather, both events stemmed from historical developments that gave rise to changes in reserves at Florida banks, which
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directly affected the stock of money. Between 1915 and 1925, to illustrate the point, the state’s credit and money aggregates multiplied due to increases in bank reserves. Simply put, as reserves
flowed into Florida, the lending power of its banks expanded, the
public borrowed more to buy land, and the real estate market
soared.
Although Vickers misinterprets the banking scene in Florida
during the 1920s, his book contributes significantly to the literature on the land boom. Panic In Paradise is well organized, highly
readable, and clearly argued. In neo-Progressive fashion the author
has marshaled new evidence to illuminate the widespread white
collar crime that accompanied— rather than caused— the Florida
land boom.
Daytona Beach Community College

JOHN J. G UTHRIE , J R.

The Florida Land Boom: Speculation, Money and the Banks. By William

Frazer and John J. Guthrie, Jr. (Westport, CT: Quorum Books,
1995. xviii, 181 pp. Preface, introduction, illustrations, epilogue,
references, index. $55.00.)

William Frazer and John Guthrie’s The Florida Land Boom is
flawed in both methodology and interpretation. It contributes little to the literature of the Florida land boom because of its lack of
original research. Suffering from a dearth of primary banking and
legal records, it relies on anecdotal information to support the authors’unproven economic theories.
Frazer and Guthrie argue that “huge inflows of bank reserves
from elsewhere in the United States” produced the land boom
(xiv). Offering no documentation to support their conspiracy theory, they say that prohibition and the smuggling operations in Florida had “an enormous impact” on the land boom because money
laundering schemes created a “currency drain” from northern
banks to those in Florida (3, 4, 11, 26). They attempt to support
their argument by using anecdotes and a photograph of rumrunning boats that were seized by the Coast Guard in 1921 (4).
Frazer and Guthrie contend that the boom collapsed when a
rapid outflow of Florida’s bank reserves caused the frenzy to subside, land values to plunge, and numerous banks to lock their
doors (3). They slight the central event that turned Florida’s reces-
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sion into a depression: the banking panic of 1926, which followed
charges of fraud against the promoter Addison Mizner and his
banker W. D. Manley, who controlled 61 banks in Florida with deposits of more than $120 million. Panic swept through Florida and
Georgia forcing 117 banks to close during ten days of July 1926. After violent runs by depositors, 150 banks had failed in the two states
by the end of 1926.
Although many bankers engaged in insider abuse and fraud,
Frazer and Guthrie absolve them of any blame for the banking crisis. But they rely on self-serving data provided by retired bank presidents and the former president of the Florida Bankers
Association. However, the most glaring flaw in their methodology is
their failure to review the bank regulatory records which are available in the National Archives and the Florida State Archives. Had
they consulted these records they would have found that promoterbankers precipitated the crisis by engaging in illegal and dishonest
activities. How can one determine why banks failed without examining the regulatory records?
Instead of searching for the truth, The Florida Land Boom represents an attempt by Frazer, the senior author, to justify his economic theory about why the boom occurred and then collapsed.
Rather than using the primary banking records, which have been
available at the Florida State Archives since 1989, the book relies
primarily on Frazer’s previous works as the supporting references.
Throughout the book the authors challenge documented facts by
repeatedly citing the works of Frazer and discussing them in the
third person.
They attribute Addison Mizner’s fiasco in Boca Raton to “poor
timing” (10, 107, 109, 121, 123, 128, 150, 152). The authors would
have formed different opinions had they reviewed the bankruptcy
records of the Mizner Development Corporation and the transcript of the criminal trial of W. D. Manley (National Archives in Atlanta), the regulatory records of the comptroller of the currency
(Washington), and the banking records in the Florida State Archives. These records reveal how Mizner participated in a bank
fraud conspiracy. After his partners acquired control of the Palm
Beach National Bank, Mizner looted the bank by using worthless
promissory notes to procure loans.
Frazer and Guthrie defend Mizner as an “artistic enterprising
participant” and apologize for his reckless abandon and criminal
behavior by writing about “hope, monuments, and achievements
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that extend beyond greed, fraud, and interlocking directors”
(107). But what about the depositors of failed banks, who had to
pay for Mizner’s extravaganza with their life savings? Mizner’s
“monuments” were paid for by other people’s money and misery.
Mizner’s actions, despite his imagination and talent as an architect, were indefensible. Blaming his debacle on bad timing is
disingenuous. In fact, the Boca Raton project began in April 1925,
at the height of the boom, when 3,750 lot buyers executed sales
contracts totalling nearly $22 million. Yet Mizner squandered millions of dollars and turned Boca Raton into what his brother Wilson called a “platinum sucker trap.”
Frazer and Guthrie excuse the gross misconduct of Mizner and
his bankers by saying that current standards of ethics cannot be applied to the 1920s. But bank fraud was as illegal in the 1920s as it is
today. Indeed, it was the charges of fraud against Mizner and his
bankers that sparked the banking panic of 1926.
Economics by anecdote is not a sound approach. The historical record, including the regulatory records of failed banks, proves
that more than 90 percent of the banks that failed in Florida during the 1920s involved insider abuse or fraud. The theories of
Frazer and Guthrie do not change this basic fact.
Florida State University

RAYMOND B. VICKERS

Femina Perfecta: The Genesis of Florida State University. By Robin Jeanne

Sellers. (Tallahassee: Florida State University Foundation, 1995.
xvi, 340 pp. Message from the president, publisher’s foreword,
publisher’s acknowledgments, author’s foreword, photographs,
appendices, notes, sources, index. $19.95 paper.)

In a decade defined mainly by the machismo of college football and championship games, it is rare to hear Florida State
alumni speak proudly of the university’s origins as ‘the girl’s
school’ in Tallahassee. This is unfortunate, as FSU’s predecessor
had an outstanding academic reputation and was a leader in single
gender education. From its inception in the early years of the century, Florida State College for Women was noted for both its scholarship and its spirit. Exploring this proud heritage is the goal of
Femina Perfecta: The Genesis of Florida State University.

In an effort to reduce needless duplication and excessive
spending, the 1905 Buckman Act created four state-supported fa-
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cilities for higher education, including the Florida Female College,
which rose from both the remains of the West Florida Seminary
and its successor, the Florida State College. Florida Female College’s President A. A. Murphree had hoped to head the new university in Gainesville, but was disappointed in his quest. Perhaps in
retaliation, he decided to have his institution outshine its rival and
set high standards for students and faculty. Renamed Florida State
College for Women (FSCW) in 1909, the college also acquired a
new leader, Dr. Edward Conradi, who guided FSCW through the
greater part of its existence. Every year brought higher enrollments, but less classroom and dormitory space. While dealing with
practical matters of funding and housing, the conservative Conradi
tried to avoid all controversy. His Victorian morality often frustrated the increasingly liberal student body, which resented outdated forms of discipline and seclusion. World War II marked the
beginning of the end for FSCW. As Florida faced the demands of
returning GIs, the days of single gender isolation in Tallahassee’s
ivory tower quietly came to a close. The Class of 1947, the last class
of FSCW, was also the first graduating class of the co-ed Florida
State University,
Sellers does a thorough job of documenting the growth of
FSCW, discussing the changes in administrations, faculty, finances,
and student attitudes which shaped the school. Names given to
dormitories and classroom buildings become charming, eccentric,
and dedicated people. Sellers demonstrates the practical difficulties faced by the school’s leadership, and uses anecdotes, photographs, and quotations to provide a fairly comprehensive sketch of
student life and campus shenanigans. FSCW alumni will cherish
this small volume, which hints that while outdated rules and unfinished dorms were often annoying, modern co-eds should envy
their grandmothers’freedom to study, play, and create a unique
school spirit free of male peers’domination.
Unfortunately, this rosy view of the past does not probe the areas that a serious student of women’s history would choose to explore. Little is mentioned about FSCW’s relations with the outside
world, or how students reacted to local controversies. Sellers does
not probe the class and regional divisions that surely must have run
deeper than Junior/Senior basketball rivalries. Except for a few celebrities, Sellers does not comment on the achievements of FSCW
women after graduation. Did most FSCW graduates use their education to pursue careers, or did the bright young women quickly
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succumb to societal expectations to marry and stay home? Did
FSCW produce the ‘femina perfecta’ or merely educated housewives? Most puzzling is the abruptness of the shift to co-education.
If FSCW was really so beloved, why was there so little discussion or
protest about the change? Certainly the events of the last decade of
FSCW’s existence need to be more thoroughly investigated and related to the changes in society brought about by the war.
These questions, however, should not detract from the overall
merits of this book, the first serious academic study of FSCW. It is a
much needed addition to the history of Florida State University,
demonstrating that FSCW’s sound foundation of liberal arts, fine
arts, and teacher training programs later enabled FSU to become
nationally known in these fields. Accounts of student activities and
a special memorabilia section are enjoyable and informative. As a
publication sponsored by the FSCW/FSU Class of 1947, Femina Perfecta is academically sound yet designed for a general audience,
and will hopefully serve as the point from which a more critical and
analytical work on FSCW could begin.
Wofford College

TRACEY J. REVELS

The Naked Warriors: The Story of the U.S. Navy’s Frogmen. By Francis

Douglas Fane and Don Moore. (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute
Press, 1956, reprint ed., 1995. xvi, 308 pp. Introduction, foreword, preface, photographs, index, about the authors. $27.95.)

The Second World War saw the creation of many elite military
units, but perhaps none were as unique as the U.S. Navy’s combat
swimmers or “frogmen.” Their missions and even their existence
however remained a closely guarded secret until well after 1945.
The Naked Warriors, originally published in 1956, was the first detailed account of the creation and operations of these special men.
It is still an interesting and at times engrossing tale of the human
spirit overcoming the challenges often found in the cauldron of
war.
Faced with the difficult task of conducting successful amphibious landings on the shores of Europe and on Pacific islands, American commanders chose to form a highly-trained group of
demolition experts to blast paths through man-made and natural
beach obstacles. In 1943 Lieutenant Commander Draper L. Kauff-

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1

92

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 75, Number 2

BOOK REVIEWS

207

man received orders to create such a naval organization in the fastest possible time. Kauffman needed a training site with suitable
beaches and climate, plus access to support facilities. He soon
picked the new Amphibious Training Base at Fort Pierce, Florida as
the best location for his priority assignment.
Fort Pierce became the birthplace of the Navy’s frogmen and a
primary combat demolition school for the rest of the war. Recruits,
all volunteers, endured some of the most physically and mentally
demanding training the American military could devise. No survivor of “Hell Week,” a five-day test of strength and will, ever forgot it.
The bulk of World War II naval demolition men came from the
Fort Pierce school, and as the authors point out, the value of such
training was proved many times over in combat. The Naked Warriors
also details the work the swimmers did to develop operational tactics and equipment, much of which is still used by today’s Navy
SEAL teams.
Fort Pierce-schooled Naval Combat Demolition Units played a
key role in the 1944 D-Day landings in France. These six-man
groups hit the beaches of Normandy and carried on their explosive
work in the face of confusion, heavy German fire, and death. Frogmen on Omaha Beach suffered over 50 percent casualties, but still
managed to clear paths for the incoming invasion troops. In the
end the use of men to hand-place demolition charges proved to be
the only effective means to defeat static beach defenses. However,
as Fane and Moore point out, research in Florida continued in the
earnest hope of finding a safe, automated alternative.
Soon the Pacific theater captured the attention and resources
of the “demolitioneers” as American forces began their island-hopping campaign. Uncharted reefs and coral “heads” joined Japanese-constructed obstacles as landing menaces to be discovered
and overcome. In 1944, l00-man-plus Underwater Demolition
Teams (or UDTs) formed to scout and clear selected islands. Such
missions entailed great risk for the swimmers as they were at times
done in broad daylight under hostile fire. Clad only in swim trunks,
sheath knives, and raw courage, UDT men brought back information that saved countless American lives. By 1945 some 30 operational UDTs were available for the planned invasion of Japan. By
war’s end the daring of the teams was such that one admiral referred to them simply as “half fish and half nut” (92).
Despite its many strengths, The Naked Warriors can not claim to
be the definitive history of World War II and Korean War naval
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combat demolition men. Considerable information has come to
light since the study’s original publication, much of which is located in the growing archives of the UDT-SEAL Museum appropriately located in Fort Pierce. Professional historians will be
bothered by The Naked Warriors’lack of a complete bibliography
and footnotes. Nevertheless this book remains an indispensable introduction to the formation and activities of the first generation of
American naval combat swimmers.
Florida Atlantic University

R OBERT A. T AYLOR

Lynchings and Extralegal violence in Florida. By Walter T. Howard. (Se-

linsgrove: Susquehanna University Press, 1995. Acknowledgments, introduction, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)

If Florida’s southern credentials are open to challenge, the
state shares much in common with the region, including mob violence. The assaults of white vigilantes against alleged criminals is
the subject of this study. Blacks have most often been the victims.
Setting the racial milieu that carried over into the 20th century,
Howard describes the world of segregation, disfranchisement, and
general subordination. Racism could and did degenerate into
lynching. During the 1890s, the worst decade of such violence,
Florida offered a “hostile environment” (27).
It is, however, the 1930s that concerns the author. Thirteen of
the 16 murdered victims during the decade were black. The majority were lynched by mobs in north Florida, but in the rapidly urbanizing state, as many were killed in cities as rural areas. They were
hanged, shot, burned, beaten, or died from gruesome combinations of the above. With reason, Howard writes, “the full range of
mob terror can be been” (21).
Most often, murder or rape has raised the passions of vigilantes. In Hamilton County, Henry Woods, a black, killed the white police chief in 1932. A manhunt resulted in Woods’murder several
days later. Robert Johnson, another black, was accused of raping a
white woman in Tampa in 1934. Although no charges were ever
filed, Johnson was abducted from authorities and shot to death.
Vigilantes did not ask many questions. Nor did they answer for
their crimes. If the results were no less final, several dark episodes
involving whites were less typical. A Hungarian immigrant became
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the decade’s first victim in 1930. John Hodaz was suspected of dynamiting a home in Plant City and seriously injuring a female occupant. Within three days he was arrested, forcefully taken from
authorities, and lynched. Joseph Shoemaker was an active socialist
in Tampa. His perceived radicalism in 1935 gained Shoemaker a
flogging so severe that he died. The Socialist Party of America, instead of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) led the protests this time.
With reason, Howard is critical of law enforcement officials
who failed to protect the suspected prisoners. The author also
notes the ineffectiveness of Governors Doyle Carlton, David Sholtz,
and Fred Cone. Although the executives could not have prevented
the crimes, their reaction should have been tougher and more punitive. Instead, they “allowed local officials to behave inappropriately in one lynch affair after another” (137). Heinous crimes
deserve extreme condemnation, and Howard frequently obliges.
Some may judge him at points overly harsh. For instance, when
Governor Sholtz was forwarded the recently-published Lynching
and the Law, Howard decides, “whether Sholtz read (or even bothered to skim through) the book is not known” (47).
There is little to fault in Lynching and Extralegal Violence in Florida during the 1930s. The book is readable and well researched.
Howard has examined state records, newspapers, and a wide variety of sources. Some readers may be confused by the use of the
word “lynching” in the title. Few of the 16 victims were actually
hanged. Yet, in its broadest sense, lynching connotes mob violence.
With some facility, Howard places Florida vigilantism into a Southern context. As he points out, the state identified with “its sunshine, beaches, and palm trees” (14), but was also the scene of the
largest number of lynchings in the South during the 1930s. In an
able overview, Howard examines the explanations of vigilantism.
He does not break any new historiographical ground, but that in
no way limits the value of this work. As the author states, he is not
challenging the substantial (and still developing) literature.
Rather, Howard has collected and put in perspective developments
that have larger meaning. In regard to the mob mentality, the lurid
scenes in 1930s Florida corroborate the various theses of historians, sociologists, and psychologists.
Gainesville College
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Florida Place Names. By Allen Morris. Joan Perry Morris, photo edi-

tor. (Sarasota: Pineapple Press, 1995. xii, 291 pp. Preface, introduction, photographs, acknowledgments, bibliography, index.
$21.95 hard cover.)

Allen Morris has written a book which delivers exactly what it
promises. Florida Place Names is a listing of every county and most of
the towns and cities, by both their present name and their earlier
designations.
At the beginning of this year, Allen Morris retired from the position he held in Tallahassee. This is truly the end of an era. Anyone
who has started to explore the government and history of Florida
in the last half century has a debt to Allen Morris which very few of
us will ever be able to repay. When I first came to Florida to teach—
almost forty years ago— I found the Florida Handbook, which Allen
Morris had published since 1947. According to the Associated
Press it has been used by an estimated four million schoolchildren,
countless legislators and lobbyists, and any one else interested in
virtually anything about the state’s government and history.
Newspaper correspondent, Associated Press bureau chief in
Tallahassee, author of a column, “Cracker Politics” carried in 15
newspapers, this tenth-grade dropout has contributed more to the
knowledge of Florida than have most of the Ph.D.s graduated in
this state in the interim.
He has written a book on a subject which has never failed to interest the student and casual visitor to our state and nation. Who
could not be fascinated by the music of Florida place names, with
the hint of exotic places and the traces of the world, from Native
Americans to the settlers who came to our shores, and the amalgamation of these people into native cracker. The unconscious poetry of this synthesis has an ability to move us emotionally and we
owe a debt to Allen Morris for his effort and scholarship in compiling a listing of those magical place names.
Reading this book is entertainment. In many ways it is like a
trip down a back road and through the towns of ones’ memories.
The one shortcoming of this effort, however, seems to be in the
paucity of African American influences in the listing of places. The
reason for this is most likely beyond the responsibility of the author, but it would have been pleasant to have seen such locations as
Overtown, Liberty City, Lincoln, and of course the first African
American town in the present day United States, Fort Moosa.
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The lack of these as well as many others is, I am sure, due to the
sources from which these selections were made, most of the books
in the bibliography from which these were taken are older references which would reflect the attitude of the station, region, and
nation toward African Americans and their contributions to this
state and nation.
This would seem to show the way for future scholars to more
equitably treat this aspect of our history.
Special notice should be given to the illustrations included
from the photographic archives which were collected by Joan Perry
Morris. This archive and others like it throughout the state are invaluable resources for all of us.
Jacksonville

CHARLES D OUGLASS

Every Tub Must Sit on Its Own Bottom: The Philosophy and Politics of Zora
Neale Hurston. By Deborah G. Plant. (Urban and Chicago: Uni-

versity of Illinois Press, 1995. x, 214 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, notes, bibliography, index. $25.95 cloth.)

A colorful and important participant in the black cultural renaissance of the 1920s and 1930s, Zora Neale Hurston was mostly
forgotten when she died in 1960. The novelist Alice Walker helped
reintroduce her to the reading public in the 1970s and Robert Hemenway’s excellent 1977 biography made her a serious topic of
scholarly research. She is today the best known and most read black
female writer before Alice Walker’s generation. Hurston’s chief
fame lies in her 1947 novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, but all of
her major work has been reprinted since 1979. Besides her autobiographical Dust Tracks in the Road (1942/1984), these include,
most recently Jonah's Gourd Vine (1934/ 1990), Tell My Horse (1938/
1990), and Seraph on the Suwanee (1948/1991). Even many of her articles and essays are readily available in Nora Neale Hurston readers and other anthologies.
Hurston’s revival caught the wave of two powerful currents in
contemporary American culture: feminism and African-Americanism. But however female and black, Hurston poses difficult problems for scholars concerned with these themes; for the Florida
writer fails to fit contemporary models of right thought and proper
behavior for a black woman. So, for example, while Their Eyes Were
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Watching God focuses upon a powerful woman, that model is compromised within the text itself, and— as Deborah Plant argues convincingly— Hurston’s other writing makes an even more powerful
case for the legitimacy of male authority and female submission.
Hurston’s notions of blacks and race are equally ambivalent.
Although black herself, the creator of black characters, and an anthropologist of black culture, Hurston challenged the “race men”
and racial prejudice of blacks as well as whites. Worse still, she was
a conservative and a Republican, the antithesis of the politically
correct. Indeed, her own contemporaries— Richard Wright, members of the Harlem Renaissance (the “Niggeratti,” she called
them)— had as much problems with her as she with them. She did
not fit their models. Nor does she fit ours. Perhaps Alice Walker
took the best approach in her introduction to Hemenway’s biography: to think of Hurston purely and simply as an artist rather than
as a coherent political thinker or intellectual. “This frees us,” she
concluded, “to appreciate the complexity and richness of her work
in the same way we can appreciate Billie Holiday’s glorious phrasing or Bessie Smith’s perfect and raunchy lyrics, without the necessity of ridiculing the former’s addiction to heroin or the latter’s
excessive love of gin.”
Deborah G. Plant refuses Walker’s advice, and she has undertaken a comprehensive examination of Hurston’s thought. She
turns up some interesting and important issues, themes, and facts.
Plant’s revelation of the novelist’s debt to Spinoza is fine; her association of the novelist with Nietzsche through Ruth Benedict, her
teacher, is both good sleuthing and a useful insight; her discovery
of Hurston’s classical knowledge and appreciation of Heracles and
Dionysus, for example, is also illuminating. In its main intention,
however, the book falls short, lacking a consistent, coherent interpretation altogether. Thus the first chapter’s Nietzschean interpretation of inner self that launches the study doesn’t make much
sense. It seems to argue that because Hurston herself followed Nietzsche that she actually is an uebermensch. Indeed, such sloppy connection between an interpretation or theory— whether Plant’s or
Hurston’s— and reality befuddles the whole book. The theories
change, the sloppiness persists.
Chapter to chapter, however, the changing theories also undermine the book. Plant goes, for example, from the Nietzscheanism
of chapter one to pop or even vulgar psychology to explain Hurston’s attitude about men. Other chapters offer heavy doses of ra-
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cial theorizing and a considerable amount of radical Afrofeminism along with a little Foucault, and a pervasive dose of deconstructionist, post-modernist terminology. Plant “privileges”
things, “foregrounds” things, and “empowers” things (as in “empowered an angle of vision”) to the point that one stuck in the lexis
of normal English can hardly know what she has in mind.
This theorizing persistently keeps Plant from letting her material speak for itself. Rather she offers evidence and then spins off
paragraphs of theoretical glosses about what Hurston really means,
thereby muting the power of what might have been an original insight.
One might applaud Plant’s courage in taking on such a complicated subject, but she has produced a miscellany instead of a real
book or coherent monograph. The intellectual study worthy of this
richly complex Southern artist, woman, and African-American remains to be written.
Florida International University

DARDEN ASBURY PYRON

Changing Tides: Twilight and Dawn in the Spanish Sea, 1763-1803. By

Robert S. Weddle. (College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1995. xv, 352 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, photographs, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $49.50 hardcover.)

This work is the culmination of an ambitious and original
project begun in 1979. Many, perhaps most, historians these days
confine their writing to specialized monographs. Robert Weddle,
more daringly, has put the minute detail and deep research typical
of such endeavors in the service of a comprehensive vision: a threevolume history of the exploration of the Gulf of Mexico from 1500
to 1803. That the words “the Spanish Sea” as a synonym for the
Gulf are used in the titles of all three, tells something of Weddle’s
sympathies. He deals more lovingly with Spanish explorers than he
does, for instance, with the English. During the 20 years from 1763
when the Union Jack flew in the Floridas, several Britons— “publishing travelers” Weddle calls them— wrote about their Gulf experiences. Of them Weddle has most respect for George Gauld,
endorsing the verdict to be found in John Ware and Robert Rea’s
biography of him.
A common theme of Weddle’s studies is that many of the mistakes and apparent follies of explorers sprang from defects beyond
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their control. Chief of these was reliance on faulty maps, the results
of the snail’s pace development of navigational aids. Wrecking
ships was a costly way to discover cartographical errors, commented Jose de Evia. Accurately fixing positions at sea was impossible before discovery of a means to determine longitude precisely.
That did not happen until John Harrison perfected his chronometer in 1759, centuries after Spaniards began sailing in the Gulf.
Another reason its coasts remained inadequately explored for
nearly 300 years was inhabitant hostility. Native Americans did not necessarily welcome European interlopers on their territory. Early expeditions had been hampered or annihilated. As late as 1778 Karankawas
massacred Luis Andry and his crew of 13. Generally though, by the
late 18th century, Indians could offer less resistance because, thanks to
Europeans, their tribes had diminished or disappeared.
Hindering Spanish efficiency too was rivalry between bureaucrats like Governor Bernardo de Galvez of Louisiana and his lieutenant governor Francisco Bouligny. Weddle explains their
disputes as he does much else in his convoluted story, with suitable
brevity but enough detail for understanding.
Weddle’s editors could have served him better. There is one
modern map, but many places of significance in the text are not on
it. The print on other reproduced antique maps is too small. If its
lettering cannot be read, even with a magnifying glass, a map merits exclusion.
Weddle ably details how Spain pursued several missions in the
late 18th century: improve trade; encourage enlightenment activity; foster cartography; fight several wars with European powers. It
was much and, finally, too much. By 1803 the only land on the
Spanish sea belonging to Spain was the eastern half of Cuba.
Auburn University

ROBIN F. A. FABEL

The French Experience in Louisiana. Edited by Glenn R. Conrad. The
Louisiana Bicentennial Series in Louisiana History. Volume I.

(Lafayette: University of Southwestern Louisiana and the Center
for Louisiana Studies, 1995. viii, 666 pp. About the series, introduction to Volume I, index. $40.00 cloth.)

This is the debut volume of a 19-part series designed to commemorate the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, a milestone whose up-
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coming bicentennial will be marked by numerous historically-related
events. Many of these events will likely involve the Center for Louisiana Studies. Located at the University of Southwestern Louisiana, the
Center serves as publication headquarters and secretariat for the
Louisiana Historical Association while it also plays an important role
in generally encouraging the historical study of the lower Mississippi
valley. It is fitting, then, that the Center has undertaken the editing
and publication of this massive set of previously published articles, essays, and book chapters dealing with the history of Louisiana. It is anticipated that 19 projected volumes will cover the chronological time
span from French Louisiana to the modern history of the state. The
entire series, edited by the distinguished Louisiana historian Glenn
R. Conrad, has benefited from editorial policies and selection criteria devised by an eminent board of advisors.
This initial volume in the series deals with the history of French
Louisiana from the era of discovery and exploration to the transfer
to Spain in the 1760s. It consists of 50 historical articles, essays, or
sections of books dealing with French colonial policy, immigration
to the province, Africans and slavery, Native Americans, military
history, governmental administration, economic development, society, law, religion. As such, it represents a respectable sampling of
important historians who have published on French Louisiana during the years since World War II. Among those included are Methé
Allain, Carl A. Brasseaux, John G. Clark, Glenn R. Conrad, Michael
J. Foret, Marcel Giraud, Jay Higginbotham, Donald J. Lemieux,
Jerry A. Michelle, Vaughan Baker Simpson, Charles E. O’Neill,
Daniel H. Usner, Jr., and Samuel Wilson, Jr.
This volume is divided into nine sections that cluster the essays
into general topical areas. The first part deals with colonial policy.
It contains essays about Colbert, LaSalle, and the Comte de Pontchartrain, in addition to examining motivations for founding the
colony. The second section examines the European settler groups
who came to Louisiana, highlighting articles dealing with the transport of convicts, German and Alsation emigration, and the motivations for French settlement. An additional two sections respectively
develop analyses of Native Americans, the African community and
slave policy, while parts five and six deal with the province’s governmental administration and military establishment. The final three
sections survey the legal structure and religion, economic development, and role of Louisiana in mid-18th century European colonial rivalry.
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The presentation of 50 selections about French Louisiana gives
the volume remarkable scope and coverage, especially considering
the natural limitations on comprehensiveness experienced by any
book which is a compilation of essays. This is because the careful selection and well-ordered presentation of the various articles permit
an easy flow of topics from essay to essay. This will reward the efforts of even a beginning reader on the subject. Although there is
nothing to criticize in this volume, one cautionary statement about
it is in order for the inexperienced reader. Some of the articles included date back several decades. Although they are historiographical classics, they do not represent the latest versions of scholarship
on either topic. Hence, readers new to the subject should not mistake some of the articles, all of which exist as seminal contributions
to the literature, as being the latest scholarly word. All in all, this
volume is an excellent beginning to a series that holds tremendous
potential for highlighting the celebration of both the Louisiana
Purchase and the history of the State of Louisiana.
Austin College

L IGHT T OWNSEND CUMMINS

The Caribbean Legion: Patriots, Politicians, Soldiers of Fortune, 19461950. By Charles D. Ameringer. (University Park: Pennsylvania

State University Press, 1995. 180 pp. Acknowledgments, list of
abbreviations, introduction, map, figures, appendices, notes, selected bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $15.95 paper.)

Of the many unusual and wonderful tales of political intrigue
and adventure in the Caribbean and Central America, there are
few that can compare with the Caribbean Legion, a group of prodemocratic Caribbean and Central American exiles during the
early years of the Cold War.
Lucidly written and containing a wealth of information from
national archives, State Department correspondence, private correspondence and personal interviews, The Caribbean Legion: Patriots,
Politicians, Soldiers of Fortune, 1946-1950, examines the genesis and
demise of the mythical Caribbean Legion.
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Good Neighbor Policy” initiated a
most welcomed period in United States— Latin American relations. Ironically, this period was marked by the rise of satraps such
as Rafael Trujillo, Tiburcio Carías Andino, and Anastasio Somoza.
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Encouraged by Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American
Affairs Spruille Braden’s message that the principle of non-intervention should not prevent the United States from fulfilling its responsibilities on behalf of free elections and human rights,
Caribbean and Central American exiles began to organize military
operations to bring democracy and social justice to the region.
Thus the birth of an army of exiles under the banner of the Caribbean Legion.
The first chapter assesses the impact of the “Braden Corollary”
in the Dominican Republic. Braden’s stance in support of democracy encouraged the exile of the Dominican general, Juan Rodríguez García, to finance expeditions against Trujillo.
The second chapter provides a detailed examination of the
Cayo Confites fiasco. In 1947, Dominican exiles in Cuba and their
Cuban allies established themselves at Cayo Confites on the northeast coast of Cuba for the purpose of invading the Dominican Republic. The author contends that the invasion came close to being
carried out had it not been for a failure in logistics and a divided
leadership. These two factors, coupled with American pressure on
President Ramó Gray, forced the Cuban military to intervene and
disband the would-be invaders.
The Caribbean Legion’s activities in Costa Rica serve as the focus for chapter two. Guatemalan president Rafael Arévalo’s obsession with the elimination of Nicaraguan dictator Anastasia Somoza
from the region, facilitated the Caribbean Pact, an alliance dedicated to the overthrow of dictatorships in the region with General
Rodríguez as commander-in-chief. Elements of the Caribbean Legion participated in Pepe Figueres’ 1948 successful democratic uprising in exchange for his help against Somoza and Trujillo, but
Arevalo’s dream of eliminating dictatorship did not materialize.
Aware that Figueres had been one of the signataries of the pact and
cognizant that the legionnaires were training in Costa Rica, Somoza’s troops invaded the tiny Central American nation in December, 1948. Somoza’s invasion forced the Organization of American
States to settle the crisis. Ameringer asserts that the OAS saved
Figueres’fledgling democracy but at the cost of expelling the Caribbean Legion from Costa Rican soil.
Following his withdrawal from Costa Rica, General Rodríguez
set his sight on liberating his homeland from his nemesis, “El Generalíssimo.” Rodriguez’s quest is the key to chapter 3, which centers
on the Luperón raid, an ill-fated airborne invasion of the Domini-
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can Republic. This Caribbean Legion’s last effort to overthrow
Trujillo was the classical example of “Murphy’s Law.” In June, 1949,
a Catalina seaplane, carrying a group of eight Dominicans, three
Nicaraguans and three Americans landed at Luperón. After their
landing, they became confused in the dark, shot at each other, and
retreated to the plane. The Catalina, however, became stuck on a
sandbar and was blown to pieces by a Dominican gunboat.
The Luperón fiasco serves as the point of departure for the last
chapter. In it, Ameringer analyzes the Caribbean Legion’s demise.
The author partially blames its failure on the zealous anti-communist policy of John Foster Dulles, who preferred “safe” tyrants to nationalistic democrats.
Professor Ameringer should be commended for such an exhaustively researched and provocative work. The book serves as a
useful tool in interpreting post-World War II American diplomatic
policy in the Caribbean and Central America, and is of inestimable
value for those interested in the Caribbean Legion.
University of Central Florida

JOSE B. F ERNANDEZ

Previous Convictions: A Journey Through the 1950s. By Nora Sayre.

(New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1994.462 pp. Acknowledgments, prelude, photographs, notes, selected bibliography, index, about the author. $37.95 cloth.)

Nora Sayre’s journey through the 1950s was first class travel.
Her formative years were a time of intellectual and literary privilege: her parents were writers for the New Yorker, John O’Hara was
her godfather, and Dr. Benjamin Spock was her pediatrician. Her
material is engaging; her writing is a marvel: intricate in structure,
rich in detail, and energetic in rhythm (a lot of semicolons; it
would sound vigorous and fast-paced if read aloud). Readers who
think they remember the fifties will find their consciousness raised
and their focus narrowed. Proclaiming that the “national convulsions” of the fifties were concerned with and motivated by people
who came of age in the twenties and thirties, and were precursors
of the even more dramatic turbulence of the sixties, she patterns
the material like a film, moving among decades according to an intrinsic order. Every anecdote is based on her own experience or a
personal interview, buttressed by published history or contempo-
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rary documentation. At the core of the narrative are three units
called “Documentaries,” meticulously researched accounts of major “events” of the fifties: “The Loyalty Oath at Berkeley,” “The Autherine Lucy Case,” and “Invading The New York Times.”
The cast of this dynamic, sophisticated memoir is a pantheon
of leftist writers, performers, critics of art and society, and aesthetes
of all hue and stripe, and they have one thing in common: they belong to what Sayre describes broadly and simply as “the Left.” The
cynosure of their progression through the decades is the passion
most of them suffered at the hands of the House un-American Activities Committee and Senator Joseph McCarthy in the forties and
fifties. These events and personalities are characterized by mystery,
ambivalence, and irony: Communist writers who become wealthy
in Hollywood, some who would go to prison rather than identify associates, others who would implicate friends merely to publicize
the scope of leftist sympathy in the community. Some were rich
enough not to suffer economic deprivation, but many did, and
took menial jobs to keep their families together. Some went abroad
and continued to write using pseudonyms.
Merciless in its assault on conservative standard-bearers and
hard-edged in its social and political assumptions, the writing is not
without sympathy and sentiment, particularly toward aging left
wing activists. In the late fifties, for example, Sayre found herself
living in London, attending a regular salon comprised largely of
American writers deprived of their passports. These blacklisted
Americans and their British socialist companions spent every Sunday talking, laughing, remembering, and scoffing (a favored target: Richard Nixon). It was here that Sayre recognized that “the old
American Left was an intimate extended family.” They had endured persecution, agonized over internecine ideological conflicts, and suffered ultimate betrayal by their Soviet model:
Kruschev’s public revelation of Stalin’s atrocious history shocked
and dismayed them. The lucidity of Sayre’s prose clarifies their naiveté and disillusionment, and in this section, entitled “Blacklist in
Exile,” she offers a poignant summation of the American leftist
ethos of the fifties which parallels her own coming of age. Many of
the narrative strains come together here, and many of the political
and philosophical loose ends are gathered.
These political expatriates were proud of their radical histories, even of their party membership, and they were pleased that at
least some of their public work had reflected their beliefs. They re-
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joiced in having advanced the causes of labor, women, minorities,
and social change, and they accepted the consequences of their errant allegiances: imprisonment or expulsion. They were not
ashamed to be called Communists, but they felt hurt, angry, and
horribly stigmatized to have been considered un-American.
University of Central Florida

H ARRY SMITH

The South as an American Problem. Edited by Larry J. Griffin and Don

H. Doyle. (Athens and London: University of Georgia Press,
1995. vi, 310 pp. Preface, introduction, contributors, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth.)

Edited volumes that search for an overarching theme almost
invariably fall short of the promise, and this one is no exception. It
bears the additional burden of comparison to a classic earlier work.
The South as an American Problem is the product of eleven scholars
and one journalist; nine are on the faculty at Vanderbilt University,
and John Egerton, the journalist, also lives in Nashville. The editors
acknowledge the surface resemblance to the Twelve Southerners’
I’ll Take My Stand: An Agrarian Manifesto (1930), also the progeny of
a dozen writers more or less affiliated with Vanderbilt, but add that
it was “purely accidental that this collection of essays also contains
twelve authors” (3).
This comparison aside, this work contains some fine individual
essays. Whereas the Agrarians proclaimed their hostility to modernity and northern condescension, this volume takes a different and
more sophisticated approach: the long-lived perception of the
South as a special problem for the rest of the United States.
Sociologist and political scientist Larry J. Griffin maintains in
the opening essay that while it is certainly true that there has been
an “oppositional” South of slavery, racism, poverty, and cultural
barrenness, there is also the “American” South that gave us the
Declaration of Independence, Coca-Cola, some of our finest presidents, and a crop— cotton— that enhanced the American economy
for decades before the Civil War. Historian David Carlton questions
this proposition of an un-American South, noting that racism,
worker exploitation, and modern spiritual rootlessness are American, not just southern, ills. Historian Joyce Chaplin, in “Climate
and Southern Pessimism: The Natural History of an Idea, 1500-
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1800,” notes that prior to the 19th century southerners did not see
their region’s hot climate or environment as a detriment.
Historian Jimmie Lewis Franklin contributes a graceful essay
on the shared experiences of black and white southerners. According to historian James Oakes, nothing serves better than slavery to
illustrate the problem of the fundamental American paradox of
humans owning other humans while simultaneously voicing Jeffersonian liberal ideals of human rights and equality. Fellow historian
Don Doyle shifts the focus away from the slave, arguing that 19thcentury white Americans saw slavery, secession, and Reconstruction
as problems central to themselves, not the slaves.
Economist Robert Margo takes on the old chestnut of the
South as a perennial American economic problem, arguing that
the problem was not the South’s peculiar institution. The real villain was the unprecedented economic hit the South took in the
war.
English professor Michael Kreyling tackles the uneasy position
of race in the work of the dean of southern literary scholars, Louis
D. Rubin, Jr. Eric Sundquist’s “Blues for Atticus Finch: Scottsboro,
Brown, and Harper Lee,” an imaginative study of a significant piece
of fiction to illuminate the facts of an era.
Lawyer and historian James W. Ely, Jr., deftly traces the role of
the federal government in American race relations from 18901965. By the sixties, with the death of legalized segregation, the
South no longer stood out as a national pariah. Hugh Davis Graham challenges the argument of “a perennially benighted and racist South” (148).
The editors saved the best for last. Once again a journalist-historian has outflanked the academics (as Bruce Catton did a generation ago). The final essay, John Egerton’s “The End of the South
as a Problem,” argues that since the South has now largely overcome its tortured history of poverty, racism, and subordination in
the national arena, it may have the “collective qualities of character
and personality arising from its history” (273) to help steer the rest
of the country through the social, political, and economic problems that now beset us as a whole. This theme of the redemptive
power of a long-suffering South has been articulated by both C.
Vann Woodward and Arnold Toynbee, but rarely in prose as eloquent as Egerton’s.
Beyond Chaplin’s essay, there is little in the way of original research here. Rather, the authors have utilized well-plowed currents
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of the past to illuminate the persistent perception of the South as a
deviant minority. Individual scholars will surely disagree with some
of the conclusions here, and readers of this journal will find generalizations about the South as a whole that do not always apply to Florida. Nonetheless, most of these modern twelve have performed well.
Floyd College

WILLIAM F. M UGLESTON

Slavery and the Founders: Race and Liberty in the Age of Jefferson. By Paul

Finkelman. (Armonk, NY and London: M.E. Sharpe, 1996. xi,
227 pp. Preface, notes, bibliography, index, about the author.
$55 hardcover, $19.95 paper.)

In his critical and illuminating study, Paul Finkelman contends
and proves that slavery was a central issue in the early years of the
new republic. As he points out, the most crucial theme of this study
was the unwillingness and refusal of the founding fathers to acknowledge that their rhetoric and lip service to liberty and equality
was inconsistent with their continuation, maintenance, and, at
times, promotion of slavery. While many historians have argued
that this first generation of Americans was well on its way to eradicating slavery, Finkelman rightly asserts that this was not the case in
several of the most crucial instances: the Constitutional Convention, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 and the Fugitive Slave Law
of 1793. After examining these broader areas, he narrows his critique to the obvious contradictions of the “Father of Liberty,”
Thomas Jefferson, and the failure of Jeffersonian biographers to
acknowledge these contradictions.
Finkelman agrees with William Lloyd Garrison that the Constitution was a “Covenant with Death,” and an “Agreement with Hell”
(ix). He asserts that the motivations behind many of the compromises made during the Constitutional Convention were done to
ensure a stronger government that protected property, which, of
course, included slavery. Finkelman points out that the divisions
over the issue of slavery were not always along sectional lines nor
was the opposition to it always for moral reasons; rather, the reasons were economic and political. After all, various sections of the
country had a stake in slavery which might have included: external
or internal slave trading, the transportation of products made by
slave labor, and assurances that property taxes and political repre-

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1

108

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 75, Number 2

B OOK R EVIEWS

223

sentation would be accordingly determined. Thus, as Finkelman
points out, the 3/5ths compromise, the fugitive slave clause, and
various other agreements seared slavery, as an institution, into the
federal document that offered limited government to ensure protection of liberty.
In two other instances, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 and
the fugitive slave clause, Finkelman continues his indictment of the
founding fathers and reveals the continuing and pervasive tension
between liberty and slavery with the latter almost always prevailing
over the former. Despite the Northwest Ordinance of 1787’s blanket ban on slavery in the Northwest territory, the territories, and
later states, of Illinois and Indiana continued to promote slavery
for more than half a century after the ordinance was passed.
The fugitive slave clause and the Fugitive Slave Law of 1793
also further Finkelman’s argument. When in 1793 the fugitive slave
clause was finally interpreted and implemented, Congress gave almost complete power and authority to individuals in pursuit of fugitive slaves. As Finkelman points out, no one questioned the
constitutionality of this legislation because the Jeffersonians were
the ones most likely to do so and they were completely committed
to slavery.
The last two chapters reveal the inconsistencies of the “Father
of Liberty,” Thomas Jefferson, and his biographers. According to
Finkelman, despite what many authors have claimed, Jefferson was
not simply a man of his time, an enlightened leader who did all he
could to eliminate or lessen slavery’s hold on the new republic;
rather, Jefferson was a slaveowner who remained committed to slavery throughout his life. While there were times he flirted with the
rhetoric of emancipation, his personal and public actions never followed suit. Finkelman holds Jefferson exceptionally accountable
for several reasons. The most obvious reason, of course, was his
public and private writings extolling the virtues of liberty and
equality. However, in dealing with blacks, free or enslaved, these
ideals were compromised. Moreover, when compared to others
who recognized the inconsistencies of maintaining slavery in a virtuous republic, such as George Washington and lesser renowned
men, Jefferson appears less than enlightened.
Slavery and the Founders is a well-researched study that forces its
reader to reexamine the relationship the early republic and its
founders had with the troubling issue of slavery. It will serve any
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American historian well to examine this book and ask Finkelman’s
probing questions.
University of Central Florida

PATRICIA L. FARLESS

Davis and Lee at War. By Steven E. Woodworth. (Lawrence: Univer-

sity Press of Kansas, 1995. xiii, 409 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

Jefferson Davis should have been a great president and a superb commander-in-chief. He was neither. The roots of his failure
lay in the impossible position of leader of a confederation and in
major flaws in Davis’ character.
In this excellent but unfortunately mistitled book, Steven
Woodworth examines meticulously the relationships between Davis
and all of the field commanders in Virginia. Robert E. Lee is the
only one with whom the president’s relations remained cordial. On
the other side of the coin, Davis’“spectacularly” low opinion of
General “Stonewall” Jackson was, in Woodworth’s view, the nadir of
Davis’ conduct as a commander-in-chief.
The first half of this work is a blow-by-blow account of Davis’ associations with generals P. G. T. Beauregard, Joseph E. Johnston, and
others who had military responsibility for the Eastern theater in the
first year of the Civil War. A dark image emerges from beneath the traditional moonlight-and-magnolia portrait painted by sentimentalists.
Everything is negative. Beauregard’s “flamboyant ways” (74)
quickly put him at odds with the conservative-minded Davis;
Johnston “would make a career in this war of deprecating showdown battles that risked all for a chance of victory” (117); James
Longstreet “always acted as if he knew more than the others
around him” and was “best not left to his own devices” (114, 140).
Davis’ first seven months as a commander-in-chief proved a total failure in the East. Then circumstances led to the necessary elevation of Lee to head the Army of Northern Virginia. Lee would
remain a singular individual in the Confederate chain of command
because his “military acumen exceeded the president’s” (330).
Lee quickly hurled back a Union army pounding at Richmond’s gates; he sent a second enemy force skedaddling back to
Washington. Barely three months after taking command, Lee was
continuing his offensive with a September, 1862 Northern invasion
that could have ended the war with victory for the South.
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Throughout the exciting Lee era, however, the general and his
president saw the contest from strikingly opposite viewpoints. Davis
preferred a defensive posture. He believed that the Confederacy
could win simply by not losing. The president “would support offensive action to hasten victory, but not if it meant gambling away
the Confederacy’s certainty of independence through patient endurance” (65).
Lee did not support that policy. He was “prepared to accept
enormous risks” to achieve “crushing victory” (157, 214). The
South must attack while it had the strength. It could not wage a
prolonged contest with its limited resources.
How Davis and Lee worked together harmoniously for as long as
they did is the central focus of Woodworth’s study. Powerful assertions are sprinkled from cover to cover and will provoke at the least
reflection and at the most controversy. An example or two will suffice.
In April, 1861, Lee “struggled with his conscience” whether to
remain with the Union or go with his native state. “His conscience
lost,” Woodworth declares (17). The weight of evidence points to
Lee’s decision being a natural one probably made at birth.
Woodworth takes issue with modern writers by claiming that
the 1862 Confederate advance into Maryland was a full-blown invasion and not merely a raid. The battle of Gettysburg the following
year was “an all-out-end-the-war gamble” (239).
To the author’s credit, he makes sweeping use of wartime correspondence— especially as found in the voluminous Official
Records. On the other hand, footnote references to such secondary
sources as Hudson Strode and Alan Nolan are disquieting.
This is a book that both provides information and stimulates
thinking. It belongs on the shelf of any serious student of Civil War
strategy..
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University

JAMES I. R OBERTSON , J R.

Southern Women’s Writings: Colonial to Contemporary. Edited by Mary

Louise Weaks and Carolyn Perry. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 1995. xiv, 417 pp. Preface, selected bibliography,
credits, index. $49.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.)

In the 1780s South Carolinian Eliza Wilkinson railed against a
society where men “won’t even allow us the liberty of thought,”
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which “is all I want” (26). Two centuries later Alabama-born Mab
Segrest lived openly in the South as a lesbian and called for “a
Women’s Literature of Wholeness” rising out of “our profound respect for female solitude and selfhood” (362). In the 1830s Fanny
Kemble described black women she confronted on her husband’s
Georgia plantation as having taste “both barbarous and ludicrous”
and hoped that their imitation of white dress “might be made an
instrument in converting them, outwardly at any rate, to something
like civilisation” [sic] (53).
Wilkinson, Segrest, and Kemble, along with the 31 other individuals included in Mary Louise Weaks and Carolyn Perry’s anthology, have in common that they are women writers who spent some
portion of their lives in the South. The editors also try to claim for
them a commonality in what they write about, suggesting that their
works “comprise those qualities and themes that make the South
distinct from other American regions” (xii). They acknowledge
that some of their selections, notably Kemble, a British actress who
lived only a few years in Georgia, and Leigh Allison Wilson, who
was Southern born but writes most frequently about New York, are
“boundary testers” for the category Southern women writers. They
do not convincingly establish that even those women who are
clearly within the boundary share qualities and themes. Nevertheless, in light of the ubiquitous assumption of Southern distinctiveness, this is a useful introduction to women writers who have some
association with the region.
Weaks and Perry divide the book into five chronological periods: The Antebellum South, the Civil War South, The Postbellum
South, The Modern South and The Contemporary South. They
provide an overview of each period and a brief introduction of the
authors selected. Most of the early selections are letters, essays or
autobiography. The postbellum South is represented primarily by
fiction, although some essays are included as well. Almost half of
the antebellum authors were from South Carolina; women from
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi make up the majority of the
postbellum group.
This book can be a useful addition to courses in both Southern
and women’s literature and history. However, scholars in both disciplines are likely to find it a frustrating source. This is at best an introduction to these 34 Southern women writers whose work must
be represented by short selections from longer works. Ten pages
from the fiction of Flannery O’Connor and only half as much from
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Alice Walker reveals little of the power of these writers. Historians
of the South may find the work useful in establishing the enormous
change in the lives of the region’s women over the last two centuries but will find limited analysis of how and why changes have occurred. Despite its limitations, those seeking a short introduction
to Southern women writers will find this work a good choice.
Oregon State University

B ESS B EATTY

Leander Perez: Boss of the Delta. By Glen Jeansonne. (Lafayette: Cen-

ter for Louisiana Studies, 1995. xxiii, 459 pp. Acknowledgments
to second edition, preface to second edition, preface to original
edition, photographs, afterword, essay on additional sources,
notes, bibliography, index. $25.00 paper.)

This second edition of the biography of Louisiana’s arch segregationist, Leander H. Perez (1891-1969) adds a chapter describing
the collapse of the family dynasty in its second generation after the
old man had set up his two sons as district attorney and commission
council president, respectively, of Plaquemines Parish. The rest of
the book is a reprint of the original biography published in 1977 by
Louisiana State University Press.
Leaner Perez’s notoriety first surfaced on the regional and national scene in 1948 with his support of Dixiecrat presidential candidate, Strom Thurmond. Before that he was the despotic boss of
tiny (population less than 25,000), oil- and sulphur-rich Plaquemines Parish south of New Orleans on the Gulf Coast. In a state infamous for its corruption and political machinations, Perez stood
out. He ruled his small domain with the total control of a dictator.
He influenced state government in Baton Rouge, initially supported Huey Long but later turned against his brother Earl, and remained impervious to periodic efforts to challenge his control at
home. He never sought statewide office. Apparently he was satisfied to use his secure parish base to protect and influence events
further afield.
Perez’s racism, antisemitism and anticommunism were vitriolic. His opposition to Truman in 1948 resulted from the president’s efforts to desegregate the armed forces and the civil rights
plank of the Democratic National Convention. Brown vs. Board of
Education in 1954 proved to him the communist domination of the
United States Supreme Court. His opposition to school desegrega-
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tion in New Orleans led to his excommunication by the Roman
Catholic archbishop of New Orleans. Subsequently he organized
private schools for white children in Plaquemines Parish to avoid
desegregation there. He even went so far as to establish a detention
center in a snake-infested swamp in case freedom riders dared enter his domain.
In the 1960s, the attacks continued on blacks, “Zionist Jews,”
the Kennedys and Lyndon Johnson. Perez, a millionaire from his
oil and sulphur concessions in Plaquemines, helped fund White
Citizens’Councils, Lester Maddox, and George Wallace’s American Party in 1968. He received national media attention when Dan
Rather and CBS interviewed him. On national television, his views
became, if possible, even more extreme. William F. Buckley concluded that Perez’s ignorance was staggering and that “the best
thing that Judge Perez could do for the cause of states’rights is to
shut up” (337).
Until his death, Perez controlled his parish tightly. The author
compares him to the elder Richard Daley in Chicago. From 1919 to
1969, candidates with his support consistently won 85 to 90 percent
of the votes. Even American Party candidate Wallace in 1968 won
78 percent. Except to his family and sycophantic supporters, however, Perez was a mean and nasty man. Yet his wealth and power
were such that while the Longs could stop him on the state level,
no one successfully challenged him at home.
One puzzles at the re-publication of this presumably out-ofprint book. The additional chapter does not warrant it. Perez’s extremist efforts on the regional or national level placed him secondary to more major political players. He remains largely a local and
perhaps state figure, still a historical embarrassment on the American scene.
University of North Florida

JAMES B. C ROOKS

Cities of Light and Heat: Domesticating Gas and Electricity in Urban America. By Mark H. Rose. (University Park: Pennsylvania State Uni-

versity Press, 1995. xviii, 229 pp. Illustrations, tables,
bibliographic essay, index. $34.50.)

This able and informing book can be studied with profit by at
least three types of readers. First, specialists in the history of technology will be stimulated by the methodological perspectives that it
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advances. In developing the thesis underlying Cities of Light and
Heat— a thesis that will become apparent by the end of this review— Rose makes effective use of social constructivism, a heuristic
approach positing that technological outcomes are determined by
social and economic forces. This concept has been employed increasingly in recent years by historians of technology who are opposed to the idea of “cultural lag” formulated by William F.
Ogburn: that social and economic developments respond and conform, belatedly, to the forward march of technological progress.
Second, even if they do not wish to pursue Rose’s methodology, scholars who specialize in more traditional historical fields, or
who have a generalist orientation, will benefit from examining the
way in which he skillfully connects technological innovations to social and cultural values. These scholars should be particularly interested, for example, in the way in which Rose identifies people
whom he calls “agents of diffusion.” Such persons, mostly obscure
figures to whom historians have paid little or no attention, have a
highly developed sense of how to capitalize on possibilities opened
up by new technologies by finding appropriate markets, learning
how to calculate rates and costs, and convincing prospective customers to grasp the opportunities that such technologies provide.
Much of Rose’s book focuses on the contrasting experiences of
two urban centers— Denver and Kansas City— in embracing the
possibilities of new sources of energy— electricity and natural gas—
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. In a series of deftly written
chapters, Rose demonstrates how Henry L. Doherty, a developer of
utilities in Denver, proved more adept in exploiting the business
potential of electricity and natural gas than J. Ogden Armour and
other entrepreneurs did in Kansas City. Doherty’s success was
based on his “increased sophistication in making connections between rates, politics, and urban growth,” establishing elaborate
training programs for salesman and other employees, and launching effective programs of consumer education to advertise and
market new appliances. Armour and his associates, by contrast,
showed a lack of political savvy, made costly blunders in calculating
rates, neglected to spend money on advertising, and failed to educate their employees to be effective “agents of diffusion.” Rose also
shows how Doherty’s Cities Service Company became a huge national concern that acquired and successfully operated failed public utilities in places like Kansas City, and how shrewd developers,
such as J. C. Nichols, who built a pioneering residential project and
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shopping plaza in Kansas City, ultimately learned how to make substantial profits by adapting electricity and gas to the needs of consumers and home-buyers who were deeply imbued with traditional
middle-class values.
One of the major requirements for success in running public
utilities, as Rose demonstrates, was capitalizing upon values associated with gender roles, especially the desire of women for cleanliness, hygiene, comfort, security, aesthetic appearance, and
convenience. He explains, for example, how “advertisements for
gas-fired home furnaces stressed the obligation of men to shape a
healthful environment for members of their families”; how the use
of coal was stigmatized by creating feelings of guilt among men
who spent their days in clean, gas-heated offices while their wives
did “janitor or stoker work at home” coping with dust from coalfired stoves and shoveling coal into furnace grates; how women
were attracted to sanitary and well-lit establishments like an ultramodern grocery store that Nichols helped build in a Kansas City
shopping plaza; how kitchens were crammed with electrical and
gas appliances to cater to the convenience and aesthetic desire of
females; and how the telephone became “an antimodern device”
by being appropriated by housewives as a means of “widening,
deepening, and extending relationships.” As Rose states, “it was
women . . . who had to be sold on specific features of appliances.”
In the final chapters of his book, Rose discusses broad national
trends in the consumption and utilization of electricity and gas as
these sources of energy were exploited more and more lavishly in a
quest for “environmental control” in homes that were uniformly
heated, centrally air-conditioned, and compulsively sanitized. By
the 1970s, however, a day of reckoning had come. Dwindling resources and inability to achieve additional efficiency in generating
power at ever-lessening cost led to rising prices, decreased consumption, and demands for energy conservation. Ideas and attitudes that had been shaped for generations by agents of diffusion
who had preached a rhetoric of comfort, cleanliness, and convenience remained as strong as ever, but were less and less congruent
with the economic and technological realities of the late 20th century.
Thus we come to the third type of reader who should carefully
consider Rose’s book and take heed to its sobering conclusions: the
great body of citizens and consumers who have too eagerly and uncritically accepted the message preached by agents of diffusion for
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more than a century since the large-scale production of electricity
and natural gas first began to appear on the American scene. Implicit in the final chapters of Cities of Light and Heat is the need to
renegotiate the terms and expectations governing energy usage at
a time when an abundance of light and heat can no longer be
taken for granted. “Historians have long recognized that scientists
and engineers were not the all-powerful agents depicted by their
early promoters,” Rose states in one arresting passage. His careful,
well-documented study is an illuminating commentary on this basic underlying point.
Auburn University

W. DAVID LEWIS

The Age of the Gunfighter: Men and Weapons on the Frontier, 1840-1900.

By Joseph B. Rosa. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1995. 192 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, photographs,
bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.)

Cowboy movies and the novels of Zane Grey, Max Brand and
Louis L’Amour have made America’s Wild West a land of giants,
some good, some evil, a few in-between. In The Age of the Gunfighter
author Joseph B. Rosa concentrates on a mythic figure, often glorified in the literature of the American West. Not surprisingly, he
places the gunfighter in the category of bad men.
“Much of the present-day adulation heaped upon a number of
noted individuals reflects a cinematic rather than an historical
view,” Rosa, an author who lives in England, writes. “Some were admired for specific acts or because they fitted the public’s idea of
what a ‘frontier desperado’ or ‘civilizer’ should be. For beneath the
heroic facade there lurked the stark fact that they were all killers,
whether by choice or by provocation. And to suggest that they
fought fair in the context of today’s sense of fair play is erroneous.”
In this handsome book, his fourth published by the University
of Oklahoma Press on the American West, Rosa works largely from
contemporary sources to try to portray the gunfighter as he appeared to the pioneers of his time. He writes: “. . . we intend to depict the gunfighter’s role in society; its reaction to him; how he was
accepted or rejected, rather than the time-warp image so beloved
by film makers and novelists.” Rosa presents quite a rogue’s gallery,
Billy the Kid, Jesse James, Butch Cassidy and many others.
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Florida readers will be interested in his account of the capture
of the Texas desperado John Wesley Hardin, who was “finally cornered on a train at Pensacola, Florida, by the Texas Rangers.” Hardin, who boasted of 40 notches on his gun, is described as a “wizard
with a six-shooter.” Still, writes Rosa, he seldom engaged in face-toface conflict, preferring instead to ambush his foes or to devise “devious schemes to get the drop on any opponent.”
The Age of the Gunfighter is a large-format coffee-table book, 10
by 13 inches. It is richly illustrated by historical black and white
photographs, reproductions of full color paintings by such noted
artists as N. C. Wyeth, Frederic Remington and Olaf Selter, and
contemporary color photos of skillfully assembled groupings of the
weapons used by both lawbreaker and lawman. The guns depicted
in the two-page spreads are from the Gene Autry Western Heritage
Museum and the Buffalo Bill Historical Center.
One gun layout displays ten Colt firearms and includes a discussion of whether or not Wyatt Earp carried a long-barreled “Buntline Special,” a Colt weapon Ned Buntline, whose real name was E.
Z. C. Judson, is reported to have given to Earp and Bat Masterson.
Rosa states there is no conclusive evidence that Earp even knew
Buntline, who wrote both fiction and nonfiction about his Second
Seminole War experiences in South Florida.
Rosa’s popular history follows the gunfighter from the KansasMissouri conflicts on out to the range wars farther west, then to the
growth of cowtowns and finally to arrival of law and order when the
gavel of the “hanging judge” Isaac Parker began to replace the sixshooter. It is an entertaining volume which should appeal primarily
to readers interested in the Old West and, because of its impressive
picture layouts, to gun collectors.
Lighthouse Point, FL
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BOOK NOTES
Originally published in 1988 by the Donning Company of Norfolk, Virginia, and reviewed in the Quarterly by Rodney E. Dillon, Jr.
(Vol. LXVII, October, 1989), Raymond Arsenault’s St. Petersburg
and the Florida Dream, 1888-1950 has just been released in a new edition by the University Press of Florida. The book chronicles the
early history of St. Petersburg and the lower Pinellas Peninsula
from the time of its pre-Columbian inhabitants to modern times. It
features the arrival of the railroad, the influx of tin-can tourists after World War I, and the beginnings of the Sunbelt phenomenon
at mid-20th century. It is available in selected book stores and from
the University Press of Florida, 15 NW 15th Street, Gainesville, FL
32611-2079 The price is $34.95.
Only a Newspaper Guy: The Life and Times of Hampton Dunn was
compiled and published by the Citrus County Historical Society to
honor one of the county’s most prominent citizens. A longtime
member and past president of the Society, author of 20 books on
Florida, and perpetual promoter of the state and its history, Hampton Dunn is well-known throughout the state as well as in the small
county from which he roamed but never forgot. The Citrus County
Historical Society emphasizes that the book has no author. Although written by a single individual, the work “has been a cooperative effort of the entire Citrus County Historical Society” whose
members stand “in awe of what [Hampton Dunn] has accomplished in just one lifetime.” Only a Newspaper Guy may be purchased at the Old Courthouse, Inverness, or at the Society’s Coastal
Heritage Museum, 532 Citrus Avenue, Crystal River. It may also be
ordered from the Citrus County Historical Society, The Old Courthouse, Inverness, Florida, 34450. The mail order price is $15.90
plus $4.50 for shipping and handling.
Florida Cracker Tales: Storks of Life in “the good old days” When Pioneers Settled Florida was written by Teresa E. Stein and published by

Placid Publishing House, Lake Placid, Florida. It is highly recommended by a recognized authority on storytelling. Society member
and renowned author Patrick Smith writes that “Florida Cracker Tales
is an excellent book. [The] selection of information is outstanding,
[233]
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and [the] writing style brings it to life and captivates the reader.
There is not a dull moment in the book. It is a gem of Florida tales
and information.” Florida Cracker Tales is available from Placid Publishing House, 3149 Placid View Drive, Lake Placid, FL 33582. The
price is $19.95 plus $2.50 for shipping and handling.
Sebring: The Official History of America's Great Sports Car Race was
written by Ken Breslauer with a foreword by Dan Gurney. Beautifully illustrated with numerous color photographs, the book tells
the story of sports car racing from the days “before Sebring” to the
present. Eleven appendices furnish all the details one could wish to
know about the sport and the Sebring raceway. An extensive bibliography is included. The book is available from David Bull Publishing, 115 Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge, MA 02138-5724, or may be
ordered by telephone at l-800-831-1758. The price is $79.95 plus
$4.95 for shipping and handling.

Marion Spjut Gilliland’s The Calusa Indians of Florida tells the
story of some of Florida’s inhabitants at the time of the first European contact in a style which will appeal to young readers. The narrative is profusely illustrated by photographs of artifacts which have
been reclaimed by archaeologists as well as excellent drawings by
Cynthia G. Catlin. The Calusa Indians of Florida may be ordered
from the author at 3031 SW 70th Lane, Gainesville, FL 32608-5216.
The price is $7.95.
Dearest Daught and Popsy Wells: Two Artists Named Sawyer by Marion Spjut Gilliland is a fast moving biography of Wells Sawyer with
a brief account of his daughter, Helen. The narrative follows Sawyer through his activities in Washington, on Wall Street, in Spain,
and in Mexico. But, it will be most interesting to Quarterly readers
for its account of Sawyer’s residence in Tarpon Springs around the
turn of the 20th century and the last 20 years of his life which were
spent at Sarasota where both he and his daughter became prominent in the local art community. In 1955 he was featured in What to
See and Do in Sarasota. The occasion was his one-man art show at the
Sarasota Art Association which included a reception celebrating
his 91st birthday. He died in 1960 at age 97, but his last one-man exhibition was held in the University of Florida Galleries from May
through July 1985. His daughter, Helen, was in attendance. The
book is available from the author at 3031 SW 70th Lane, Gainesville, FL 32608-5216. The price is $24.95 plus $1.50 tax.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1

120

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 75, Number 2

B OOK N OTES

235

Generally acclaimed as one the best of the numerous autobiographical accounts written in the late 19th century by generals and
others who had participated in the Civil War, the Personal Memoirs of
U. S. Grant has a story of its own. Financially embarrassed by the
failure of the firm of Grant and Ward, the general undertook the
project after encouragement by publisher Robert U. Johnson. Although General Grant soon discovered that he enjoyed the writing,
he also learned that he had developed a throat cancer which severely limited the time he had left for his undertaking. He was fortunate to have the assistance of Samuel L. Clemens— Mark Twain—
who was determined to help the general avoid yet another business
mistake. As Grant’s publisher, Clemens helped make the work a financial success. The memoirs were so well done that for years there
were doubts about whether the general had had the assistance of a
ghost writer, but it has now been clearly established that the work
was his own. Originally published in two volumes, it has just been
released in a single paperback by the University of Nebraska Press
in its Bison Book Series. With an introduction by Brooks D. Simpson, Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant is available from the University
of Nebraska Press, 312 North 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68588-0484
and in selected book stores. The price is $25.00.
Another new release in the Bison Books series is Advance & Retreat: Personal Experiences in the United States and Confederate States
Armies by John Bell Hood. With an introduction by Bruce J. Dinges,
this book is the story of the fiery Kentuckian and devout Southerner who left the U.S. Army to join the Confederacy and rose
from lieutenant to brigadier general in ten months. He was a full
general at age 33. He also gained a reputation for his willingness to
attack regardless of circumstances. He fought at Gettysburg,
Chickamauga, Atlanta, Franklin, and Nashville. Hood emerged
from the Confederate collapse in 1865 with one leg, one arm, and
the knowledge that many casualties were strewn across the battlefields because of his rash and reckless behavior. Advance & Retreat is
available from the University of Nebraska Press and selected book
stores for $15.00 paper.

Another recently released Bison Book is Charles A. Dana’s Recollections of the Civil War: With the Leaders at Washington and in the Field
in the Sixties. Introduced for the series by Charles E. Rankin, Recollections is an account— written some 30 years after the war— by one
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of America’s leading journalists of the Gilded Age who served as assistant secretary of war from 1863 to 1865. The quality of his wartime reports is perhaps best summed up in a letter from P. H.
Watson, Acting Secretary of War, who wrote in November 1863 that
“both [the Secretary of War and the President] receive your dispatches regularly and esteem them highly, not merely because they
are reliable, but for their clearness of narrative and their graphic
pictures. . . .” The book is available from the University of Nebraska
Press and sells for $12.95 in paperback.
Publication in book form of the screenplay of a motion picture
is somewhat unusual, but Andersonville was an unusual movie.
Gideon Books, in association with the Louisiana State University
Press, has just published in paperback, Andersonville: The Complete
Original Screenplay by David W. Rintels. Introduced by James M.
McPherson, author of Battle Cry of Freedom and with a foreword by
John Frankenheimer, director of the film, Andersonville is available
from the Louisiana State University Press, P. O. Box 25053, Baton
Rouge, LA 70894-5053. The toll free telephone number is 1-800861-3477. The price is $14.95.
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HISTORY NEWS
The 1997 Annual Meeting of the Society is scheduled for May
29-31, 1997. The Jacksonville Historical Society will be the primary
host. The headquarters hotel will be the Radisson River Walk
where the room rate for single or double occupancy is $65 per
night. The general theme of the event is “War Along the St. Johns,”
but scholarly papers on all subjects and periods relating to Florida
are appropriate for presentation. Participants are encouraged to
submit complete sessions (two papers, plus a chair) for the program. Dr. Robert A. Taylor, Florida Atlantic University, is in charge
of the program. A proposal of about 250 words should be sent to
him for consideration. He may be contacted by calling (407) 4615522 or by writing to 1015 Martinique Avenue, Ft. Pierce, FL
34982.
Journeys for the Junior Historian, the Society’s magazine for
youths, is now being edited by Cynthia Putnam Trefelner. Now in
its fifth year of publication, the magazine is available for subscription for $10.00 per year. Subscriptions should be sent to the Florida
Historical Society, 1320 Highland Avenue, Melbourne, FL 32935.
Individuals wishing to contribute articles, pictures, or information
can contact Ms. Trefelner directly by calling (407) 461-3185 or by
E-Mail at cynthiatre@aol.com. The magazine is published four
times a year. The Summer 1996 issue was dedicated to the Seminole people of Florida. Future issues will focus on Florida cowmen,
the Florida frontier, the evolution of education of our state, and
Florida counties.

David Boulter of Sugar Island Writers (P.O. Box 21017, New
Brunswick, Canada E3B 7A3) is seeking information on a film, Blue
Water, produced in the Tampa (?) area in 1922-1923. The film
starred Norma Shearer, was directed by David Hartford, and was
produced by Ernest Shipman. Mr. Boulter is looking for still photographs of the “shoot.” If you are familiar with the film, if you have
any photographs, or if you know the whereabouts of any, please
contact Mr. Boulter.

[237]
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Robert L. Achor, (941) 591-3580, is seeking material on an old
Spanish mission that was located on the Old Spanish Road east of
Lake City, Florida. If you can help, please contact Mr. Achor.
J. Thomas Touchton, president of the Tampa Bay History Center, has announced the appointment of Canter Brown as the “historian in residence” for the Center. According to Touchton, Brown
will “do historical research . . . about the immediate Hillsborough
County area, writ[e] articles and pamphlets about area history. . .,
and [speak] at a number of different public functions as [the Center’s] representative.” The appointment is for two years.
The Florida Black Historical Research Project has published its
first quarterly newsletter. Individuals interested in finding out
more about this organization can contact it at P.O. Box 225, West
Palm Beach, FL 33402.
Miami, where “close to 400 people” gathered to incorporate in
1896, is celebrating its centennial this year. A central focus of the
celebration was the Historical Museum of Southern Florida’s exhibit entitled Miami: The First 100 Years, which ran from April 19
through September 29, 1996. The exhibit was produced by the Historical Museum; sponsored by the State Division of Historical Resources, the State Division of Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Arts
Council; and supported by the Metropolitan Dade County Cultural
Affairs Council, the Metropolitan Dade County Board of County
Commissioners, the members of the Historical Association of
Southern Florida, and the First Union National Bank of Florida.
The exhibit was organized along a time line from the great freezes
of 1895 and the arrival of the first train in 1896 to the present. Notice was received too late for inclusion in an earlier number of the
Quarterly, but it still seemed appropriate for inclusion in History
News. The celebration continues with Celebrating Florida’s History:
Works of Art from the Vickers Collection from October 11 through January 26, 1997, the 4th Annual Historical Museum Golf Classic at the
Biltmore Hotel and Golf Course on October 30, and the Harvest
Festival at the Dade County Youth Fair on November 23-24.
The Henry B. Plant Museum’s “Coming of Age: Tampa Women
at the Turn of the Century,” will be open from September 15
through November 19. The exhibit explores the role and presence
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of women in Tampa during the decades at the turn of the 20th century. It features both the residents of the community and those who
visited the Tampa Bay Hotel. Running from September 7 through
November 16 will be the Antique Appraisal Clinic presented by
Helga Zipset, a member of the Appraiser’s Association of America.
There will be a charge of $5.00 in the form of a donation to the restoration and renovation fund. The Museum also announces its
15th Annual Victorian Christmas Stroll: Magical Memories of a
Fairy Tale Past which will portray the elegance of holidays past at
the Henry B. Plant Museum. Holiday music, hot cider, and cookies
on the veranda as well as changing daily entertainment will be available from December 1 through December 23, l:00p.m. to 9:00p.m.
daily. For further information call Amy Lagae at (813) 254-1891,
ext. 23.
Society member Patsy West was asked by the editors of Native
Peoples magazine to write for them an article on the Seminoles in
the 1930s. The article appeared in Native Peoples, Spring 1996.
Awards and Honors

The Florida Historical Society annually awards three prizes for
original work in Florida history. Those for 1995 were announced at
the annual meeting in Cocoa Beach, May 23-25, 1996. The Arthur
W. Thompson Memorial Prize for the best article in the Quarterly
was received by Raymond A. Mohl, Florida Atlantic University, for
“Asian Immigration to Florida,” which appeared in the Winter
1996 issue. The judges were Paul George, Miami-Dade Community
College, M. Edward Hughes, Longwood, and Stuart McIver, Lighthouse Point. The prize memorializes Professor Thompson, a longtime member of the history faculty at the University of Florida. His
family established an endowment which supports the annual grant.
The Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award was given to
David R. Colburn, University of Florida, and Jane L. Landers,
Vanderbilt University, for the African-American Heritage of Florida,
published by the University of Florida. The judges were Eugene
Lyon, Flagler College, Michael V. Gannon, University of Florida,
and Carolyn Johnston, Eckerd College. Rembert Patrick was secretary of the Society and long-time editor of the Quarterly. He was also
chairman of the history department at the University of Florida
and past president of the Southern Historical Association.
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The Charlton W. Tebeau Book Award was presented to Kathleen Deagan and Darcie MacMahon, both of the University of Florida, for their Fort Mose: Colonial America’s Black Fortress of Freedom,
published by the University Press of Florida. The judges were David
J. Coles, Florida State Archives, Sherry Johnson, Florida International University, and Andrew J. Brian, Historical Association of
South Florida. Dr. Tebeau is professor emeritus of history at the
University of Miami.
The Society also recognizes outstanding essays in Florida history submitted by students. The 1995 Leroy Collins Prize for the
best essay by a graduate or undergraduate student went to Gary
Garrett of the University of South Florida for “Blasting Through
Paradise: The Construction and Consequences of the Tamiami
Trail.” The Carolyn Mays Brevard Prize was awarded to Sharyn
Chen for the best essay by an undergraduate student. Her essay was
entitled “Pinecraft: A Radically Traditional Community.” The Frederick Cubberly Prize for the best essay by a middle/high school student was awarded to Justin Johnson for “A. Philip Randolph:
Taking a Stand for Civil Rights.” His teacher at Pensacola High
School is Connie Brown.
The Society also gave four Golden Quill Awards for outstanding media participation relating to Florida history. For the best history videos, the recipients were the National Society of Colonial
Dames in America in Florida for “Florida: The 27th Star” and the
Stuart Heritage Council for “Pioneer Memories: A History of Cattle
and Citrus in Martin County, Florida.” The award for the best newspaper series went to Eliot Kleinberg of the Palm Beach Post. Buzz
Conover was recognized for his work at Florida Public Radio.
The Historical Museum of Southern Florida and the Jay I.
Kislak Foundation awarded the 1995-1996 Kislak Foundation Prize
to Dr. Marianne Sherry Johnson for her dissertation entitled
“Honor is Life: Military Reform and the Transformation of Cuban
Society, 1753-1796,” which was completed at the University of Florida in 1995. This is the second award given in this biennial competition. The prize is $5,000.
The Kislak Foundation established the prize to promote scholarship in the field of “Americana,” primarily in Florida, the Carib-
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bean and Mexico-Central America. Researchers may compete for
the biennial award of $5,000 in the category of Dissertation or
Monograph in History or Anthropology. Students may compete for
an annual award of $1,000 for first prize and $500 for second prize
in the category of Student Research Paper in History or Anthropology. There is also an accompanying prize of $100 for the first prize
winner’s professor. For further information contact Rebecca Eads
or Nicole Shuey at (305) 375-1492, or Brigham Communications
Inc. at (305) 448-2349.
The Georgia Historical Society announced the following
awards at its annual meeting in Savannah on April 20. The E. Merton Coulter Award for the best article in a 1995 issue of the Georgia
Historical Quarterly, with a stipend of $500, was presented to Frederick A. Bode for “A Common Sphere: White Evangelicals and Gender in Antebellum Georgia,” which appeared in the Winter 1995
issue. The William Bacon Stevens Award, with a $250 stipend, is
given for the best article by a student published in the Quarterly
over a two-year period. This year’s recipient was Stephen Tuck for
his “A City Too Dignified to Hate: Civic Pride, Civil Rights, and Savannah in Comparative Perspective,” which appeared in the Fall
1995 issue of the Quarterly. It appeared as part of a special section
on “British Scholarship on the Civil Rights Movement in Georgia.”
Tuck, a London native, is currently a doctoral student in American
history at Cambridge University.
Call for Papers

The Florida Historical Society announces prizes to be awarded
on a competitive basis in three categories. The Leroy Collins Graduate Essay competition is open to all graduate students in all universities. Eligible are papers written on Florida history topics which
are the result of in-class assignments. The papers must be properly
footnoted, show evidence of substantial scholarship, and be completed in the calendar year prior to the submission date. The award
in this category is $250 and a plaque.
The Carolyn Mays Brevard Undergraduate Essay competition
is open to all undergraduate students in all universities, college
and community colleges. Papers are to be written on Florida history topics, show evidence of substantial scholarship, and be com-
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pleted within the calendar year prior to the submission date. The
award in this category is $250 and a plaque.
The Frederick Cubberly High School Essay competition is
open to all high school students in Florida (public, private, or
home) in grades 8-12. The papers are to be written on Florida history topics, be the result of in-class assignments, be properly footnoted, show evidence of substantial scholarship, and be completed
within the calendar year prior to the submission date. The Cubberly award is also $250 and a plaque.
The procedures for submitting papers for consideration are
the same in all three above categories. Papers should be sent in five
(5) copies, with a cover letter detailing the class for which it was
written and a curriculum vitae or resume. A valid telephone number
and address should be included. The deadline for submission is
April 15, 1997. The awards will be made at the Society’s annual banquet on May 30, 1997 in Jacksonville, Florida, and the winner is expected to attend. Entries should be mailed to: The Florida
Historical Society, 1320 Highland Avenue, Melbourne, FL 32935,
and must be received by 5:00p.m. on April 15.
The Florida Conference of Historians will hold its annual
meeting at Jacksonville University February 27 through March 1,
1997. The banquet speaker will be Dr. Emory Thomas of the University of Georgia and the luncheon speaker will be Dr. Andrei
Safirov of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The Conference is calling for papers and participation from Florida’s professors, teachers, graduate students, museum directors, and others. There will
be full panel sessions as well as individual presentations on all subjects of historical interest. Presentations may stress research interests or pedagogical concerns. Papers on local history and the
connections between professional historians and the general public are encouraged. Also welcome are presentations drawing on archaeology and anthropology. Papers, proposals, and requests for
further information should be sent to Jay Clarke, Division of Social
Sciences, Jacksonville University, Jacksonville, FL 32211. He may be
reached by telephone at (904) 745-7211 or by e-mail at
jclarke@junix.ju.edu.
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
94TH ANNUAL MEETING
May 23-25, 1996
Hilton Oceanfront
Cocoa Beach

FROM AIS AGE TO SPACE AGE
Thursday, May 23, 1996
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL CONFEDERATION
8:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION-CONFEDERATION AND
SOCIETY
Display Lobby

8:30 a.m.12:00 Noon

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION
Display Lobby
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
SESSION 1

9:00-10:30 a.m.

Securing Grant Moneys in Tight Times
Frederick Gaske, Florida Department of State
SESSION 2

9:00-10:30 a.m.

Metal Detecting: A Proper Approach
Douglas R. Armstrong, Consultant, Palm Bay
SESSION 3

10:45-12:00 noon

Writing History for Publication
Ken Scott, University Press of Florida
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10:45-12:00 noon

Local History and the Audio-Visual Age
Chair: Cynthia Trefelner, Editor, Journeys
“Looking for Gasparilla: Memories of a
Town,”
Sally VanItallie, Boca Grande Historical Society
“Pioneer Memories: The History of Citrus
and Cattle in Martin County, Florida”
Lucille Rights, Stuart Heritage, Inc.

12:00-1:15 p.m.

CONFEDERATION LUNCHEON AND
AWARDS PRESENTATION
Seashells

FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING
SESSION 1
1:15-2:30 p.m.

IN THE BEGINNING
Chair: William Goza, University of Florida
“The Ais Age: Land and People”
Lucille Rights, Stuart Heritage, Inc.
“Anatomy of a Historical Legend: Ponce de
Leon”
Douglas T. Peck, Marine Consultant

2:00 p.m.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’MEETING

8:30 p.m.

PRESIDENT’S WINE AND CHEESE RECEPTION
Friday, May 24, 1996

8:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION

8:30-9:00 a.m.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1

130

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 75, Number 2

A NNUAL MEETING

245

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
SESSION 2
9:00-10:30 a.m.

SOME ASPECTS OF FLORIDA’S TERRITORIAL HISTORY
Chair: James J. Horgan, St. Leo College
“‘The Privations & Hardships of a New
Country’: Southern Women and Southern
Hospitality on the Florida Frontier”
Anya Jabour, University of Montana
“Revisiting the Political History of Territorial
Florida: Factions and Ideology”
Edward E. Baptist, University of South Florida
SESSION 3

9:00-10:30 a.m.

DANTE FASCELL AND THE EMERGENCE
OF PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
Chair: Charles Arnade, University of South
Florida
“Florida Congressman Dante Fascell and the
Emergence of Public Diplomacy”
William Marina, Florida Atlantic University
SESSION 4

10:45-12:00 noon

PEONAGE AND PUBLIC SAFETY IN FLORIDA
Chair: Robert A. Taylor, FAU and IRCC
“Moonshining in Baker County, Florida”
John Burnett, Florida State University
“Lady Luck and the Jack of Hearts: Gambling in Antebellum Florida”
James M. Denham, Florida Southern College
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SESSION 5
10:45-12:00 noon

ORDER OUT OF CHAOS
Chair: Jane Powell, Brevard Heritage Council
“Ditches and Dreams: Nelson Fell and the
Creation of Fellsmere”
Gordon Patterson, Florida Institute of Technology

“Planning Without Vision: Florida’s Growth
Management Act on the East Coast, 19671995”
David E. Quirk, Florida Atlantic University
SESSION 6
10:45-12:00 noon

LIGHTS, CAMERA, SUNSHINE: VISUAL
APPROACHES TO ORAL HISTORY IN
FLORIDA
Chair: Jim Schnur, University of South Florida,
St. Petersburg

“Pinellas Past, Present and Future”
Ellen Babb, Heritage Village
“River, Ridge, and Rural Lands in Old
DeSoto County”
Carol Leonard, DeSoto County Historical
Society

7:15-8:00 p.m.

WINE AND CHEESE RECEPTION HONORING FORMER PRESIDENTS OF THE
SOCIETY
ANNUAL SOCIETY BANQUET

8:10 p.m.

ANNUAL SOCIETY BANQUET PROGRAM

6:00-7:00 p.m.

“A Tribute to Charlton Tebeau”
William Marina, Co-Author A History of
Florida (Revised edition)
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Charlton Tebeau Book Award
Rembert Patrick Book Award
Arthur W. Thompson Best Article Award
LeRoy Collins Graduate Essay Award
Carolyn Mays Brevard Undergraduate Essay
Award
Frederick Cubberly Award
Golden Quill Electronic Media Awards
Golden Quill Print Media Awards
President’s Awards
Saturday, May 25, 1996
8:30 a.m.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION

8:45-9:30 a.m.

ANNUAL SOCIETY BUSINESS MEETING
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
SESSION 7

9:45-10:30 a.m.

FLORIDA’S HISTORIC BRIDGES
Chair: Tom Muir, Historic Pensacola Preservation Board

“Historic Bridges in Florida”
J. Paul Hartman, University of Central Florida
“The Florida Historic Highway Bridges Survey”
Roy Jackson, Florida Department of Transportation

SESSION 8
9:45-10:30 a.m.

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN THE 19TH
CENTURY
Chair: Larry Rivers, FAMU
“A St. Augustine Crime of Passion”
Vivien Miller, Middlesex University
Read by David Coles
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“Profits, Punishment, and Public Outcry:
The Convict Lease System”
Nick Wynne, Florida Historical Society
SESSION 9
10:40-12:00 noon

NEWCOMERS AND NATIVES
Chair: Maxine Jones, Florida State University
“Snowbirds. in the Storm: Canadians in Miami and Hurricane of 1926”
Eric Jarvis, King’s College
“His Florida Eden: Thomas A. Edison Selects
Fort Myers as His Winter Home”
Irvin D. Solomon, University of South Florida,
Fort Myers

SESSION 10
10:40-12:00 noon

THE INDIAN RIVER LAGOON
Chair: Gordon Patterson, Florida Institute of
Technology

“The Old Site of Cape Canaveral Lighthouse”
Neil Hurley, Alexandria, Virginia
“Early Settlers Along the Indian River”
Carolynn Washbon, Brevard Heritage Council
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ORGANIZATIONS

Brevard Heritage Council
Florida Institute of Technology
South Brevard Historical Society
Brevard Museum of Science and Natural History
Brevard Museum of Art and Science
City of Cocoa
The Rossetter House Foundation
The Florida Library of History
Cocoa Business Alliance
Historic Porcher House
The City of Cocoa Beach
Eau Gallie Bookstore
North Brevard Historical Society
St. Lucie County Historical Society
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MINUTES OF THE MAY 23, 1996
FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
The Florida Historical Society Board of Directors held its semiannual meeting on Thursday, May 23, 1996, at the Cocoa Beach
Hilton Oceanside in Cocoa Beach, Florida. The following Board
members were in attendance:
Jenifer Marx
Patti Bartlett
Larry Rivers
Thomas Bowman
Dan Schafer
William S. Coker
James Schnur
James M. Denham
Patrick Smith
J. Larry Durrence, President-Elect
Robert A. Taylor
Jose Fernandez
Cynthia Trefelner
James J. Horgan
Ted VanItallie
Maxine Jones
Marinus Latour, President
In attendance also were:
Pamela Gibson, Society Member
Carolyn A. Macri, Director of Finances
Jerrell Shofner, Editor, The Quarterly
Nick Wynne, Executive Director
The meeting was called to order by President Latour at 2:10
p.m. Nick Wynne reported on the move of part of the Society’s collection from the University of South Florida in Tampa. The items
transferred were archival copies of The Quarterly, miscellaneous
items relating to genealogy, and assorted miscellaneous records.
The organized portion of the collection remains in Tampa.
The financial report for FY 1995 was made by Nick Wynne, because Finance Chair Larry Durrence was detained. Board members
were given the preliminary financial reports for FY 1995 as compiled by Marilyn Potts. The Society ran a deficit of approximately
$17,000 during 1995, largely because of the expenses associated
with the move of the Society’s collection and offices to the new
headquarters in Melbourne.
Board member Dan Schafer asked for an assessment of the
new dues structure on the Society’s financial position. Nick Wynne
replied that it takes a year for any new increase to become effective,
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but that the new rate, approved last year by the Board, was having
significant impact on reducing the deficit and in meeting current
operating expenses.
J. Larry Durrence asked the Executive Director about the current status of membership levels in the Society. Nick Wynne replied
that membership was slowly increasing. The move to Melbourne
has generated a good deal of interest locally and this interest is reflected in increasing membership numbers. Growth was slow,
Wynne continued, because of the (a) lack of staff to oversee an expanded recruitment effort and (b) lack of mailing lists and funding
for a statewide mass mailout. Wynne reported that his participation
in the Florida Humanities Council’s “Making Florida Home” program had produced several new members.
Dan Schafer asked why the receipt of the financial summaries
for FY 1995 were given to the Board so late in the year and why no
Board members had access to the figures beforehand. Dr. Wynne
replied that the Board had been informed at its January meeting
that the figures would be late this year because of the move from
Tampa and the necessity of closing out the fiscal year by Marilyn
Potts. Marilyn Potts took several months because she was engaged
in finding a new position and then becoming familiar with that position. She worked on the Society’s financial report on a limited
part-time basis. The budget for FY 1996 had been approved by the
Board at its January meeting. A formal financial report will be sent
to the Board when the preliminary data has been reviewed and adjusted by Smith and Pirolozzi, the Society’s accountants.
Ted VanItallie asked about the status of the proposed sale of
the Kane-Greenberg cigar label collection. Wynne reported that he
had been in touch with Sotheby’s Auction House, which indicated
an interest in the collection but who wanted them to be catalogued. The estimate for this is approximately $15,000, and the Society does not have the funds available for this work. A-Plus
Auctions, a local auction house is interested in selling the collection, but interest is not great. Ted VanItallie stated that he will
check with some of his contacts for further interest at Sotheby’s.
Wynne cautioned the Board to not expect much, the Internal Revenue Service has lowered the appraised value of the collection
from $1.5 million to $300,000 or less. The Society can expect to receive about 10% of this reduced figure unless it is willing to spend
funds to catalogue, curate, and market the collection.
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Dan Schafer reviewed Society income and expenses for FY
1995 and remarked that the sale of this collection would certainly
remove any cash flow problems the Society might have.
Jenifer Marx asked what action was needed to improve the Society’s perpetual cash flow problems. Wynne answered that much
of this would be removed once the new dues rate was fully implemented, but warned that the projected move of the remaining portion of the Society’s collection from Tampa could cost $10,000 or
more.
Nick Wynne reported on the saga of efforts by the Society and
the City of Cocoa to acquire the Cocoa Federal Building. After a
trip to Washington by Wynne and the City’s attorney and Redevelopment Officer to meet with the Department of Education, it appeared that the building was secured. However, the DOE refused
the City’s offer. Plans now call for the City to purchase the building
outright and to offer it to the Society for use as a historical library/
learning center.
The 1997 Annual Meeting was discussed. The Jacksonville Historical Society will be the host. Patti Bartlett moved that the meeting date be set for the last weekend in May. The motion was
seconded and passed by unanimous vote. The theme of World War
I was discussed and adopted as a possibility. The Tampa Historical
Society will be the host for the 1998 Annual Meeting. That meeting
will commemorate the centennial of the Spanish-American War.
Nick Wynne reported that the Society had been offered a turnof-the-century cracker house which would have to be moved to another site or it would be torn down. He also indicated that a local
cattleman, Judge Platt, had offered 45 acres of land on a longterm, rent-free basis to the Society. A full proposal will be brought
before the Board at its January 1997 meeting. Larry Durrence
noted that the Polk County Historical Society had auctioned a
house that had been given to them with the caveat that it be restored.
Jerrell Shofner reported on the status of The Quarterly. The Fall
issue is almost ready, and the editor has enough material on hand
for the Winter issue. Dr. Shofner asked for articles. He also indicated that it would be possible to generate some publicity by notifying the hometown newspaper of each contributor.
Nick Wynne proposed the passage of a re-mailing charge of
$5.00 for Quarterlys that have been returned because of the failure
of members to notify the office of address changes. Each time a
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journal is re-mailed, it costs the Society $4.00 plus. Jenifer Marx offered a motion to add this charge. It was seconded and passed
unanimously.
Nick Wynne reported that there had been two resignations
from the Board of Directors— Tom Muir and Joe Knetsch. Their
resignations were accepted with regrets by President Marinus Latour.
Robert Taylor, chair of the Nominating Committee, reported a
suggested slate of officers and Board members. Larry Rivers made
a motion to accept these nominations. Jenifer Marx seconded. The
motion was approved unanimously.
Nick Wynne introduced the new Director of Financial Operations, Carolyn A. Macri, to the Board. He also notified the Board
that outgoing Board member, Cynthia Trefelner, had agreed to become the new editor for Journeys for the Junior Historian, the Society’s
youth magazine.
President Marinus Latour discussed the creation of a longrange Review Committee to coordinate and review the various
functions of the Society. Dan Schafer suggested that incoming President Larry Durrence appoint the members of the committee.
William Coker reported on the activities of the Search Committee to find a successor to Jerrell Shofner. The new editor, Kari
Frederickson of Rutgers University, will begin her tenure on September 1, 1996. Dr. Shofner will continue his duties for another
year in order to help facilitate a smooth and orderly transfer.
Jerrell Shofner asked for help in obtaining more nominations
for the two book prizes the Society awards annually, particularly for
the Tebeau Prize. The Tebeau Prize was originally established to
recognize books with a youth orientation. Mike Denham suggested
that publishers be notified of the award. Robert Taylor suggested
that the Publisher's Weekly magazine be consulted.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at
3:30 p.m.
Patti Bartlett
Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE MAY 25, 1996
FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BUSINESS MEETING OF THE GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP
COCOA BEACH, FL
The Annual Business Meeting of the General Membership of
the Florida Historical Society was held at the Cocoa Beach Hilton
Oceanside on Saturday, May 24, 1996. The meeting convened at
8:45 a.m.
The meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m. by President Marinus Latour.
Bob Taylor, chair of the Nominating Committee, gave his report to the membership and recommended approval of the Committee’s nominees for Board membership. The Committee
recommended the following:
J. Larry Durrence
President
William S. Coker
President Elect
Niles Schuh
Vice President
Patti Bartlett
Secretary
Mary Ann Cleveland
District 1
George Franchere
District 2
Pamela Hall
District 3
Edward Dolan
At-Large
J.
Allison DeFoor
At-Large
It was moved and seconded that these individuals be accepted.
The motion was approved unanimously by the General Membership. The General membership was asked to approve a “re-mailing”
fee for Quarterlys that were returned to the Society because of failures to provide address changes. A motion was made, seconded,
and unanimously approved.
William S. Coker reported on the selection of a new editor to
replace Dr. Jerrell Shofner. The new editor is Kari Frederickson,
who will assume her duties on September 1 under the tutelage of
Dr. Shofner.
Former Executive Director Gary Mormino asked about the status of membership in the Society. Current Executive Director Nick
Wynne explained that the membership was stable and growing
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slowly. Total numbers do not approach the high of 1989, but
Wynne noted that those numbers were inflated by individuals who
were carried on the rolls but who did not pay dues. In 1992, more
than 600 non-paying members were purged from the membership
roster. Wynne explained that it would be necessary for all members
to assist in recruiting new members if rapid growth is to be
achieved.
President Latour informed the membership of the meeting
places for 1997 (Jacksonville) and 1998 (Tampa). The meeting
dates for 1997 will be May 29-31. Outgoing Board members— Raymond O. Arsenault, Jane Dysart, Cynthia Trefelner, and Dan Schafer— were recognized for their service to the Society.
The new president, Dr. J. Larry Durrence, was introduced to
the membership, along with the other new officers and Board
members present. Dr. Durrence thanked Marinus Latour for his
long service to the Society. President Durrence also outlined some
of his goals for further Society activity.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at
10:10 a.m.
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Annual Meeting
TREASURER’S REPORT
January 1, 1995 -December 31, 1995
Cash, cash equivalent and working capital
at the beginning of year 1995
Receipts:
Memberships:
Youth Member (Jr. Historian) .................... $ 2,096.00
Student .................................................................
845.00
Individual ......................................................... 19,975.00
Family .................................................................
6705.00
Institutional ..................................................... 15,285.00
Contributing ...................................................... 2,505.00
Corporate .............................................................
100.00
Confederate .......................................................... 210.00
Other receipts:
Quarterly— Index, labels, etc. ............................. 583.20
Journeys— Sales .................................................... 110.00
Annual Meeting .............................................. 10,761.45
Florida Portrait .................................................. 1,657.70
Proceedings ..............................................................
5.00
Research .................................................................
60.00
Publication Sales .................................................. 120.00
Florida At War ...................................................... 613.57
Pathfinder .............................................................
151.00
Ciudad De Cigar ................................................ 1,616.85
Annual Appeal, Publication, etc. ..................... 9,145.00
Brevard County Book ........................................ 1,679.01
Educational Seminars .......................................... 790.00
USF ...................................................................
15,000.00
Miscellaneous .................................................... 3,359.94
Interest and Dividends Income:
Dividends - Brevard/Collins ................................ 437.73
Dividends -Yonge ................................................. 349.77
Dividends - Cubberly ............................................ 138.28
Dividends -Patrick ................................................... 8.60
Dividends - Tebeau ................................................. 68.83
Dividends -Jerome ............................................... 103.24
Dividends - Thompson ........................................... 94.64
Dividends - Wentworth ......................................... 120.45

$ 34.778.27

47,721.00

45,652.72

1,321.54
$ 94,695.26
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Membership Recruiting & Retention
Florida Historical Quarterly:
Printing & Photos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,482.05
Postage & Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,958.42
Microfilm Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00
Society Report
Journeys
Annual Meeting:
Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,503.75
Postage & Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269.96
Hotels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 456.87
Confederate Lunch & etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464.66
Banquet & Picnic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,001.05
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,586.11
Ciudad De Cigars
Educational Seminar Expense
Awards & Grants:
283.80
Collins Award .......................................................
283.30
Brevard Award .....................................................
931.60
Cubberly Award ...................................................
231.30
Patrick Award .......................................................
231.30
Tebeau Award ......................................................
Jerome Book Fund .............................................. 170.00
233.80
Thompson Award ................................................
Melbourne Library .............................................. 171.50
Roesch House Expense
1,478.35
Utilities ..............................................................
376.00
Landscaping .........................................................
342.84
Security .................................................................
1,441.45
Insurance ..........................................................
2,713.42
Garage Repairs .................................................
3,958.34
Miscellaneous ...................................................
Other Expenses
545.09
Annual Appeal .....................................................
Board of Directors Expense ................................ 653.46
Executive Director’s Expenses ............................ 650.00
Golden Quill Award Expense ............................. 200.20
Confederation Award Expense ........................... 127.70
Office Expense:
Executive Director Salary ............................... 32,999.98
2,538.50
Payroll Taxes .....................................................
Medical Insurance ............................................ 3,394.20
700.00
Clerical Expense ..................................................
1,007.85
Bank Charges ....................................................
Corporate Tax Expense ....................................... 260.00
Legal &Accounting ......................................... 1,968.27
Repairs & Maintenance ....................................... 934.41
1,791.06
Postage ..............................................................
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15,485.47
2,131.90
2,195.80

6,282.40
10,279.00
1,088.33

2,537.10

10,310.40

2,176.45
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Printing ........................................................... 5,093.74
Supplies . . . . . . ..................................................... 2,942.56
Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................................. 4,145.99
Travel ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ..... . . . . . . . .... . ..... . . . . . . . . . 400.00
Shipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 571.28
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,807.78
Purchase of Fixed Assets . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... 1,327.98
Total Disbursements
Change in cash, cash equivalent and working capital during 1995
Net Change . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................................................
Adjust - Prior Year Liabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................. -0Cash, cash equivalent and working capital
at the end of year 1995
Cash, cash equivalent and working capital:
The Terrance Bank of Florida (Tampa, FHS
checking) unrestricted
The Terrance Bank of Florida (Florida
Historical Confederation checking)

63,883.60
$117,543.93
(22,848.67)
(22.848.67)
$ 11,929.60

$

24.66

*Dean Witter Reynolds Money Market
Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,420.25
*Dean Witter Reynolds Securities Fund . . . ....... 10,590.64

20,010.89
(8,658.07)

Accounts Payable
Total cash, cash equivalent and working capital
*Detail of restricted funds included with
Dean Witter Reynolds group of accounts:
Julien Yonge Endowment Fund
Wentworth Endowment Fund
Rembert W. Patrick Prize Fund
Charlton W. Tebeau Prize Fund
Father Jerome Book Fund
Cubberly Prize Fund
Collins Brevard Prize Fund
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize Fund
Total Dean Witter Reynolds funds

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1

552.12

$ 11,929.60

$

4,874.39
1,642.11
-0709.48
1,407.52
1,397.49
8,917.86
1,062.04

$ 20,010.89
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS . . .
1996
Sept. 7-10

American Association for
State and Local History

Nashville, TN

Oct. 10-13

Oral History Association

Philadelphia, PA

Oct. 25-27

Southern Jewish
Historical Association

Miami, FL

Oct. 30Nov. 3

Southern Historical
Association

Little Rock, AR

Jan. 2-5

American Historical
Association

New York, NY

April 17-20

Organization of American
Historians

San Francisco, CA

May 29

FLORIDA HISTORICAL
CONFEDERATION

Jacksonville, FL

May 29-31

FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
95TH MEETING

Jacksonville, FL

1997
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A GIFT OF HISTORY
A M E M B E R S H I P I N T H E FLORIDA H I S T O R I C A L Q U A R T E R L Y
SOCIETY IS AN EXCELLENT GIFT IDEA FOR BIRTHDAYS, GRADUATION,
OR FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE RICH AND COLORFUL STORY OF

F LORIDA’S

PAST .

A one-year membership costs only $35, and it includes four issues of the Florida Historical Quarterly, the Florida History Newsletter, as
well as all other privileges of membership. A personal letter from
the executive director of the Society will notify the recipient of your
generosity and consideration.
Send to:

Florida Historical Society
1320 Highland Avenue
Eau Gallie-Melbourne, FL 32935

Please send as a special gift:

q
q
q
q
q
q
q

Annual membership— $35
Family membership— $40
Library membership— $45
Contributing membership— $50 and above
Corporate membership— $100
Student membership— $15
Check or money order enclosed

TO

FROM

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol75/iss2/1
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, incorporated, 1905

OFFICERS
J. L ARRY D URRENCE , president
W. S. “BILL" COKER, president-elect
NILES SCHUH, vice-president
P ATRICIA BARTLETT , secretary
MARINUS H. LATOUR, immediate past president
LEWIS N. WYNNE, executive director
D IRECTORS
JOE A. AKERMAN, JR.
Madison
THOMAS BOWMAN
Melbourne
MARY ANN CLEVELAND
Tallahassee
A LLISON D E F OOR
Key Largo

SUZANNE LEWIS
Jacksonville
J ENIFER M ARX
Indialantic
D OUG MILNE
Jacksonville
T HOMAS M UIR
Pensacola

JAMES M. D ENHAM
Lakeland

LARRY E. RIVERS
Tallahassee

EDWARD D OLAN
Melbourne

JAMES M. ROTH
Tampa

JOSE B. F ERNANDEZ

J AMES S CHNUR
St. Petersburg

G EORGE

Casselberry
F RANCHERE
Dunedin

P ATRICK D. S MITH
Merritt Island

PAM HALL
Vero Beach

ROBERT A. T AYLOR
Fort Pierce

JAMES J. H ORGAN
San Antonio

T HEODORE V AN I TALLIE
Boca Grande

MAXINE D. J ONES
Tallahassee
The Florida Historical Society supplies the Quarterly to its members. Annual membership is $35; family membership is $40; library membership is $45; a contributing
membership is $50 and above; and a corporate membership is $100. In addition, a student membership is $15, but proof of current status must be furnished.
All correspondence relating to membership and subscriptions should be addressed
to Dr. Lewis N. Wynne, Executive Director, Florida Historical Society, 1320 Highland Avenue, Melbourne, FL 32935. Telephone: 407-259-0511 or 259-0694; Fax: 407-259-0847..
Inquiries concerning back numbers of the Quarterly should also be directed to Dr.
Wynne.
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